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I have the honor to refer to my denjatdé Nool43 of Feb= 


ruary 19, 1929, in es to the Department's instruction Noe24 


of January 27, 1929, ‘ the matter of the proposed recognition 


by the United States of the Kingdom of the Hejaz and Nejd and 


Its Dependencies. 


In this despatch I set forth the substance 


of a most interesting conversation on the subject which I had 


had. with Mre He Ste John Philby, who is known to the Department 


as one of the foremost British authorities on recent political 


developments in the Arabian Peninsula. 
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I now have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter dated 
December 29, 1929, addressed by Mr. Philby to Mr. Wadsworth, in 
which he reiterates certain of the arguments advanced by him almost , 
@ year ago in favor of our according recognition to King Ibn Saud. 

He discusses also in a manner which carries no little conviction 
the recent punitive action conducted by Ibn Saud's forces against 
the unruly eastern tribesmen of his realm, commenting in this con= 
nection on the unfortunate Bilkert incident. 

In conclusion, after referring to Mr. Wadsworth's con- 
versation of February 19, 1929 (see my above mentioned despatch), 
with Sheikh Hafez Wahba, he again urges the desirability of American 
recognition of King Ibn Saud. 

In submitting a copy of this most interesting communication 
I desire to add that there has, during the past year, been forming 
in my mind a growing conviction that the time has come for favorable 
action on the formal request for recognition submitted to you with 
my despatch Noe73S of November 9, 1928. Amongst various well-in- 
formed persons with whom I have discussed Arabian affairs, I find 
a growing conviction as to the permanency of King Ibn Saud's 
regime. I have reported in press reviews the signature of his 
treaties of friendship with Turkey, Persia and Guniaaey, and I have 
some reason to believe that the present Wafdist Government of Egypt 
will enter, during the course of the coming year, into negotiations 
for the conclusion of a similar treaty. I have noted alsd in re- 
cent press telegrems the report referred to by Mr. Philby that 
the British Government has raised the rank of its former Diplomatic 
Agency in the Hejaz to a Legation. I should add that although 
having heard mentioned the fact that France also had recognized 
King Ibn Saud, I was not aware, prior to the receipt of Mr. Philby's 


letter that a treaty hadbeen concluded between the two countries. 
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I venture, therefore, to propose that I be authorized to 
,communicate orally to the Hejaz Agent in Cairo a statement from 
you to the effect that you have noted with interest and satisfac- 
tion these recent political developments and that, recalling the 
friendly communication received from the Acting Director for For- | 
eign Affairs of his Government you have authorized me to state 
that the American Government anticipates being at an early date 
in a position to address to him a favorable reply, but that 
prior to considering such action it desires to be informed as to 
his Government's willingness to conclude with the United States 
a simple treaty of friendship which would guarantee to the na- | 
tionals, navigation and commerce of the two countries reciprocal 
most-favored-nation treatment and provide for the possibility of 
an exchange of diplomatic and consular representatives. 

Ifthis latter suggestion meets with your approval I shall 
greatly appreciate receiving a draft of a treaty of the nature 
indicated for submission, through the Hejaz Agent in Cairo to the 
Government at Mecca. Such a treaty could, I believe, be signed 
here as was the case with the German treaty referred to above. 

I may suggest, however, that it might be desirable were I per- 
sonally to visit Jedda. In that manner I shold be able to 
establish certain necessary contacts and relations with the prine 
cipal officials of the country, who, no doubt, would make of my 
visit an occasion of some ceremony. In my opinion it would not be 
either necessary or desirable for the United States to appoint at 
this juncture a diplomatic representative to the Hejaz. Such ne- 
gotiations of a purely diplomatic character as it might be necessary 
to conduct could adequately be conducted by this Mission, and I have 


no reason to believe that an understanding to that effect could not 


easily eosce 
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easily be reached with the Mecca authorities. It might, however, 
be desirable to establish a consular office at Jedda, for, as the 


Department is aware, a number ef Powers now maintain such establishe , 





ments in that porte 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Franklin Mott Gunther. 





Copy to BeleCe Baris. 
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Copy Jidda, Arabia, 
December 29, 1929. 


Dear Wadsworth: 


It is very nearly a year now since I had tae pleasure 
of meeting you at Cairo and of diecussing tne affairs of the Hijaz 
with you with particular reference to tne question ot tne recogni- 
tion of tne Kingdom of Hijaz and Najd by tne United States. I am 
aware that your discussions with Shaikh Hafidh Wahba on this subject 
were somewhat rudely interrupted by ne occurrence of the umtortunate 
incident on the Basra~-Kuwait road in wnich Mr. Crane was involved 
and Mr. Belper killed. It was put about at the time tnet the 
crime was the work of the Wahhabia but this accusation has never 
been established. On the contrary the special enquiries instituted 
by Ibn Saud resulted in tne complete exoneration of the Ajman tribe, 
none ot whose elements were anywhere near tne neighbourhood at the 
time. Tnis verdict was by no means a biassed one as tne Ajman 
chief, Ibn Hithlain, was at tne same time on very bad terms with 
his sovereign and the latter would have been glad of a ressonable 
excuse for taking effective action against him; but justice com- 
pelled he admission tnat Ibn Hithlain and his tribe were innocent 
on this particular charge. Nevertheless Ibn Saud was forced very 
soon afterwards to take action against tnis tribe for other offences 
against the state; and the result was that Ibn Hithlain himself t 
wes killed with a large number of others. He could so easily 
have represented tnis action as naving been teken to punish the 
Ajman for the crime on tne Basra-Kuwait road; and ne would have 
gained some vicarious credit for doing so. He did not however 
do tnis but he has quite effectively vindicated his ability to 
punish his subjects when tney are deserving of it; andvery soon 
I hope you will hear the good news ot tne final crushing ot tne 
rebellbous movement instituted by Faisal al Duwish for no other 
reason than that Ibn Saud would not allow him and nis followers 
to attack Iraq. 


In any case a good deal of time has passed since the 
incident referred to and a good many things nave nappened in the 
interval which would seem to justify the resumption of the old 
negotiations. In tne first place a new President has acceeded to 
office in the United States and his first activities have made it 
abundantly clear to the world that world-peace will be the special 
preoccupation of his period of offices and the establishment of . 
friendly and cordial relations with all tne states ot the world 
must necessarily form part of tnis great programme. Secondly 
the British Government has now promoted its tormer diplomatic 
Agency to tne full rank of a Legation, thus clearly recognising 
tne established position ot the Hijaz-Najd Government. Tnirdly 
the French and Persian Governments have also done the same and in 
a@ very short time all the principal powers hitnerto represented 
nere by Consuls will nave their Legations at Jidda. And lastly 
the Hijaz-Naja Government, in addition to the treaty witn Great 
Britain, has recently negotiated treaties with Germany and Persia 
while treaties are actually under negotiation at the moment with 
France and Italye 


It seems to me and I hope tnat you will agree that all 
this constitutes a strong reason for tne according of the recogni- 
tion of the United to the Kingdom of tne Hijaz and Najd, wnich has 
now for four years maintained in tnis pilgrim-land a progressive 
administration, steadily developing on modern lines without in- 
curring any kind or debt. A large part or tne progress recorded 
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has been due to an active trade with America, wnich now sends us one 
direct ship a month laden with motor cars and tneir various accessories. 
And it certainly seems very strange that a country which supplies so 
great a part of the needs of this land should not be in any kind of 
diplomatic relation with it. At any time questions may arise which 
may be of practical interest to American trade-centres, wnich at 
present have necessarily to rely on second-hand reports from the 
American authorities at Aden or in Egypt. In the New York Times 

I had a faily long article on the whole subject which perhaps you 

may have seen. It was published on November 24th I think. 


I understand that the present position is that the Government 
nere is awaiting the reply promised some time last year by you to Shaikh 
Hafidh Wahba in response for its formal request for the estaliishment 
of diplomatic relations between the two countries. No doubt the 
matter has been overlooked in the press of other work, and I trust 
you will not resent my reminding you of it in my double capacity 
of friend of Arabia and agent and representative of many of the 
leading commercial concerns of the United States, such as Ford, 
Standard 011, Firestone, Singer's etc. 


If there is any difficulty in the matter of establishing 
a Legation or Consulate here I suggest that it might be got over 
temporarily by making the Legation at Cairo cover the area of Arebia 
also. Such an arrangement would perhaps give us the great pleasure 
of seeing you down here periodically, and at the same time it would 
give give you a first-hand insight into the affairs of this very 
interesting country. And if I can be of any use in the capacity 
of correspondent on the matters which may particularly interest you 
I should at all time be happy to place my services at your disposal. 


With apologies for thé length of this letter and with all 
my best wishes for the New Year, 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sd) He St. J. PHILBY 
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The Honorable 
‘Franklin Mott Gunther, 
American Minister, 
Cairo. 
Sir; 

The ee re has received your despatch No. 315 
of Jarmmery 11, 1930, with regard to the reeognition by 
this Government of the Kingdom of the Hejazs and of Nejad 
and ite Dependencies, and has noted with interest your 
views that the time has come when favorable considera- 
tion may be given to the formal request for recognition 
made by the Acting Director of Foreign Affaire of the 
Hejaz in his note of September 29, 1928, addressed to the 
Secretary of State. 

The Department has taken due note of the conclusion 
by the Hejaz Government during recent months of treaties 
with Germany, Persia and Turkey, and of the more recent 
action of several Powers in raigzing the rank of their 
representation at Jeddah to diplomtic status, and con- 
siders that these developments are pertinent to the 
econsideration of eventual recognition by the United States. 
Inasmch, however, as the final decision in this matter may 
be largely influenced by the charaéter and extent of Ameri- 
Gan commercial interest, actual as well as potential, in 
the Hejazs, the Department would be glad to receive any 


informa tion 
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intfemmation available to you on this subject. 
Por your confidential information it may be stated 
that the Department is at present inolined to the opinion 


“Ue that if, ané when, recognition is extended to the Govern- 
eh ment of King fbn Saud, it should at the same time be 


extended to the Government of the Imam of Yemen. The 
Department doe not contemplate that it will be in a 
position to give further consideration to the question 
of recognition of either of these States until it has 
determined the character of American representation in 
Iraq. A decision in this latter question must await 
the ratification of the reeent tripartite convention 
between the United States and Great Britain and Iraq. 
ZI am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
For the Acting Secretary of State; 


@. Howland Shaw 


Reo. 
March 12 1960 


OONFIDENT LAL 
fo the american Vice Consul, 
Aden, Arad ia. 


The Acting Secretary of State encloses for the 
confidential information of the Vice Oonsul a copy of 
an instruction, dated February 28, 1930, to the 
American Minister at Cairo, with regard to the question 
of the recognition by the United States of the Govern- 
ments of the King of the Hejas and of Nejad and its 
Depenfencies and of the Imem of Yemen. 
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Eno losure 
to American Minister 
Cairo, February 26, isso 
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Sir Henry McMahon, British High Commissioner in Egypt, So 
and Hussein, the Sherif of Mecca, in 1915 and 1916, 
regarding independence of the Arab countries. 


No. 120 


AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 


Jerusalem, Palestine, January 12, 19350. 
Sub ject: MeMahon-Hussein Correspondence of 1915-1916. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 


Washington. 
Sirs 


I have the honor to enclose for the Department's confi- 
dential information copies of what I believe to be the complete 
file of the. famous, but only partially known, correspondence 
exchanged between Sir Henry McMahon, British High Commissioner 
in Egypt, and Hussein, the Sherif of Mecca, in 1915 and 1916. 

It had been known to me that this correspondence had been 
shown to the Commission of Inquiry but that copies of it had 
not been left with them. After considerable disereet inquiry, 
I finally discovered that the copies of the correspondence in 
question were in the possession of an Arab friend of mine. 

Upon my request he very kindly left the documents with me in 
order that I might make and send copies thereof to my Government 
for its confidential information. 

My friend explained to me that he had come into possessi on 
of the copies of this eerrespondenee when he was assisting 
Feisal in an advisory and secretarial capacity in London in 
21920, just on the eve of his receiving his title to the Kingdom 
Os Imeq —— the British Government. My friend aiso explained 
‘int the aepiee of the letters from Hussein to MoMahon were 


— 
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Sugep sted Rgcognition by the United States 
of the Government of the Hedjaz ani of n 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


THE HONORABLE 


re om bts HE. SECRETARY OF STATE, 
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WASHINGTON. 





‘ 


SiR: : Caio 


¢ 





= 
te - 6 honor to’ acimowle — 
WM ; - gl the a eagiie ia, inatenatto’ Se Ge oh) 12, =| 
gf i 1930, enclosing a copy of an instruction dated February i—A 
| 28, 190, to the american Minister at Cairo, regarding 
the question of the recognition by the United States of 
= the Government of the Kingdom of the Hedjaz and of Nejad 
and its Dependencies. Reference is therein made to a 
formal request for recognition addressed to the Secretary 
of State under date of September 29, 1928, by the Acting 
Director of Foreign Affairs of the Hed jaz. 
. As this instruction arrived at a time when the 
Consulate had in course of preparation a study of the 


guestion of reoognition of the Kingdom of the Hed jaz t. 

S 
ani of Nejad, a brief memorandum on that subject is = of 
respectfully enclosed herewith. = 3 

Me | 

tc 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


a 


Your obedient s 











of 
ae Cloyce K. Huston 
American Vice Consul 
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Memorandum. ea 
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CONFIDENTIAL likMIORANDUM 
on 
THE SUGGESTED RECOGNITION BY THE UNITED STATES 
OF THE GOVERILGENT OF THE HADJsZ allD NEIJD 


&American Consulate, aden, srabia, 


liay 7, 1930. 


APPLICATION FOR RECOGIITION 

The application for official recognition addressed 
on September 29, 1928, to the Govs-mment of the United 
States by the Goverment of the itingdom of the Hedjaz and 
of Nejd, coupled with the recent rapid progress of that 
State toward an accepted position in international 
society, seeus to suggest tie appropriateness of serious 
study and consideration of the subject at this time. 
OBSTACLES TO RECOGNITION 

The Govermuent of the United States being in the 
position of withholding recognition from a free and in- 
dependent State, apparently possessing all the elenents 
requisite to state life and exercising the rights and 
attributes of sovereignty with respect to a significant 
body of other foreign states, it rewains to discover 
what obstacles lie in the way of such recognition. The 

Cousulate 
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Consulate is not aware of the Department's reasons 
for refusing the requested recogition heretofore, 
but it is assumed that they include (1) uncertainty 
as to the stability of the petitioning government 
arising out of (a) its newness, (b) the problem of 
establishing effective and accepted sway over 
recently conquered territory, and (c) the challenge 
to the government from rebellious elements, ami (2) 
the existence of intermational friction or dispute, 
centering chiefly on the Iragq-ilejd frontier, But 
Ibn Saud seems very effectively to have stabilized 
his government ; his regime is now over four years 
old, his authority in the Hedjaz and the Nejd seems, 
except in the occasional case of tribal difficulties, 
to be absolute and unquestioned, and all rebellious 
movements have been effectively quelled. As regards 
international relations the outstanding difference 
was dissolved with the meeting of the two Arab Kings, 
Ibn Saud ani Feisal, in the Persian Gif last Feb- 
ruarye A disagreeable issue has existed for several 
years between the Hedjaz and Egypt regarling the Mehmal, 
but this is a religious matter of no great political 
Significance and recent informal intercourse between 
the two comtries seems to have been of a fairly 
amicable nature. 
LESSER DRAWBACKS 

A few minor drawbacks to recognition are also 
conceivable, such as the existence within the State 

of 


of slavery, certain religious restrictions, and a primi- 
tive judicial system, but all of these are born of the 
peculiar nature of the country and its people, not of 

the present government, and are likely to persist for 

@ good many years. 4a more legitimate argument avainst 
recognition, and one demanding farseeing consideration, 

is that based on the part played by personalities in 
arabian affairs. The history of Arabia is a history 

of its leaders. Personal strength, charm, leadership, 
and yeneral capabilities have always constituted the 
governiuent rather tuan a highly complicated and impersonal 
organization which would be more or less independent of 
individual powers. Ibn Saud is a strong and able iman, 

he is @ warrior and a statesman and, more than most avabs, 
an organizer, he is open-minded and tolerant, ne is shrewd 
and farseeing, and his power is absolute; in other words, 
Ibn Saud is the government. He is fifty years old and 
may reasonably expect to reign for at least one, possibly 
two or three decades more. But after Ibn Ssud, what? 
Will he have so firmly establishea and organized and 
impersonalized his govermaent that it may be headed 
successfully by a nian of mediocre abilities? Will his 
son Feisal, in spite of present opinion to the contrary, 
prove to be of the sac:e metal and calibre as his father 
and retain undisputed leadership over the two x<ingdoms? 

Or will the country be torn by revolution, become divided 
asain, and fall under the sway of rival families? These 
are, of course, matters for speculation, but it may safely 


be 


-4— 


be said that the prospects for peace and stability 
are greater to-day than ever before. 
THE CASE FOR RECOGNITION 

The case for recognition is imposing. In 
the first place, the government of the Kingdom of 
the Hedjaz and of Nejd has requested recognition, 
acknowledgment from the United States of its right 
to exercise its rights and attributes as a State in 
the society of nations. Although justification for 
such a request may have been somewhat scanty and 
questionable at the time it was made in 1928, it is 
difficult now to discern any good reason why it 
should not receive every consideration. The State 
or, perhaps more properly, the dual State embracés 
a@ people homogeneous as to both race and religion, 
though admittedly inevitable divisions as to tribe 
and sect occur; it occupies a definite territory 
with fixed boundaries in a land that is naturally in- 
imical to boundary lines; it is politically organized 
under one independent and sovereign head; its govern- 
ment exercises undisputed sway throughout the land; 
it is subject to no extemal control; and the ex- 
government of the Hedjaz is no longer engaged in any 
tangible endeavor to recover its sovereignty. In 
short, there wuld appear to be no reason in intex 
national law to question the propriety of a request 
for recognition from the Kingdom of the Hedjaz and 
Ne jd. 

Rela tions 
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RELATIONS WITH TURKEY 

In contemplating possible recomnition of the -overn- 
ment of the Nedjaz and vejd it seems lozical that varti- 
cular attention should be given to the existing rela- 
tionship between that zovermment end those of Turkey, 
Iraq, and Great Britain, in view of tneir various roles 
in arablan affairs during, say, tne past cecede and a 
nalf. Turkish rule, wnich previously dominated the 
arabian Peninsula, cane definitely to a close with the 
end of the world War. Turkey has now relincuished her 
claims in arabia, recognizes the Goveriment of Ibn Saud, 
has entered into diplomatic relations with the Nedjaz, 
and is now in the process of establishing a legation at 
Jeddah, although it is understood that at present the 
post is in charge of a vice consul. Turicish preten- 
sions and attitude, then, offer no obstacle to recogni- 
tion. 
RELATIONS WITH IRAQ 

The present state of relations between the lieccan 
and Baghdad governments is of greater significance. 
Kings Feisal and abdulla, both sons of ex-King Hussein 
and hence bitter enemies traditionally of the family of 
Ibn Saud, have been placed by the British on the thrones 
of Transjordan and Irac respectively. Friction on the 
Tramsjordan border has been comparatively slight, but the 
potentialities for hostilities and endless disagreement 
on the Irag-Ie jad frontier have been great, partly be- 
cause of the personal rivalry of the two x<ings and 


pertly 
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partly because of the harrassing problem of the frontier, 
the Iraqi police posts, Nejdi raids into Iraq, and the 
customary seasonal visits of nomadic tribes to watering 
places across the border. But this knotty problem 
seems to have found a happy solution in the meeting of 
the two xings in the Persian Gulf in February of this 
year, at tne close of Ibn Saud's successful operations 
against the rebels in the eastern desert. The two 
kings have met and embraced as friends and brothers, 
they have entered into an a-reement which aisposes of 
all differences, and have thus each recosuized sovereignty 
in the other in their respective spheres. an era of 
peace and friendly intercourse between the two govern- 
ments is promised, and a recent report from a well- 
informed source in Jeddah anticipates an exchange of 
diplomatic representations in the near future. The 
likelihood of international disturbances or complica- 
tions in this quarter, therefore, seems to be far less 
than in the past. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND THE HEDJAZ 

The importance of British influence and tutelage 
in arabian affairs during und since the War can not be 
ignored. The so-called arab revolt, British inter- 
course with and promises to the sherifian family, tne 
abdication of Hussein, the overthrone of Ali by the 
Wahhabis, the subsequent placing of abdulla end Feisal 
on the “ransjordan and Iraqi thrones, and ultiuately 
the rapprochement between Ibn Saud and Feisal ---- all 


these 
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these events, the details of which it is not necessary 
to recall here, in one way or another bear the marks of 
British influence and concern. But Sritish machination 
has been in the direction of peace, of sovernnent 
stabilization, and of friendly intexaburaes cne British 
government has recognized the sovernment of Ibn Saud, 
negotiated a treaty, and only recently established a 
legation at Jidda. Hence present British relationsnips 
with the \ieccan governmanent would tend to encoursase rather 
than Giscourage american vecognition. 
FOREIGN (@EPRASENGATICNS IN He NaDdaZ 
Aas a possible index or the position which the  overn- 
ment of the Hedjaz and Nejd has attained thus far in in- 
ternational society, the following list of the foreign 
representations now in Jiada may be of some use. al- 
though this list may contain slight inaccuracies, it has 
been compiled from what are believed to be reliable and 
well-infommed sources in Jidda. 
Great Britain; Legatiam at present (liarch 25, 19350) 
er a Cnargé d'affaires; two Sritisno Vice 
Consuls, one Indian Vice Cousul; one doctor; 
and one lialay pilwrim-officer. ilinister (Sir 
Andrew Ryan) was due to arrive in Jidda during 
the ..onth of april. 


France; Legation conducted by a Chargé d'affaires; 
one French Vice Consul; one alecrian Yice Consul. 


Russia: Legation with Minister in charze; a larse 
start whose functions are not clearly xnown; a 
Secretary of Legation and many medical officers, 
including two women. — 


Holland: Consulate in cnarge of a Consul; nwaerous 
pilzrim-officers, mostly Javanese. 


Turkey; "Legation to be established soon; at 


present only a vice-consul in charge as the 
Representative is away i11." 


Persia 


lin 


Persia: Legation with Yice Cousul in char.-e at 
present; Minister is e:yected shortly. 


Irag: "Treaty under ratification; Lesation will 
probably be establiched."™ 


ively: liaintains Sousulate at Jidda, altnough 
italy does not recognize the Hedjaz ani tue 
representation is not ~iven diplomatic status 
or facilities. 

Esypt; In the same position as Itely. arly 
establishment of diplomatic relations is 
anticipated. 

OTHER REASCIS SOR NECOGIITION 

Tumerous .ilscellaneous inducements for the United 
States to maintain & representation at Jidda may ve .ien- 
tioned. In the ?Pirst slace there is the sencral cuege 
tion of prestige, the idea or finding an avierican re- 
presentative where any considerable and res»yectable 
diplomatic corps is found. In tne second place, the 
numbver of wnerican commercial end otner travellers visit- 
ing Jiddah each year,is rapidly increasing, and Jiddan 
is a place where consular assistance and gulcance to 
travellers is especially useful ani iwesirable. It must 
be remeibered, too, that the tedjaz and ~eju comprise a 
huge territory which is far reioved from any ausrican 
diplomatic or consular post, esyscially as lar as effec- 
tive supervision of american interects is concerned. 
another need for auerican representation arises bout of 
the fact that numbers of Lloro pilgrims froma the Philippine 
Islands visit Miecca each year. a case in point occurred 
last year, when this Consulate was called upon to henule 
the estates of nine Filipinos deceased while on the 


pilgrimage at i.ecca. 


Outside 
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the past year or =o the question hes fre 


ly been ueard, "Have you «4 lesation or 4 consulate «t 


Jiddah?"™ 


Winy not?" 


+0 this Consulate by il, St. J. 3. Philby, a nierciuent at 


The following extract from «a Letter audr 


a 


uent- 


The negative reply has tuen been folloved by, 


ec 8eu 


viddah well versed in arabian affairs, scems to ve ~ermieue 


to the wuestion. 


" ne Nedijaz wiier its new reine has ude 


sreat strides ina 20. sressive direction 
aud-only quite recently it has forwarded 
an official letter to tne United States 
Governnent asiing for its Torial ~ 220 Gii- 
tion. It would be a very =oo0d thing if 
you could do anything to help in that 


direction as your country is easily Tirct 


in the commercizl field iu tuese warts 
thanks to your motor-car factories with 
whien mo one can compete. roruial reoo: 


nition by your Jovermient would ve & eK 
nelp to tnis country in a ceneral way end, 
apart from that, it would perhaps open tise 


door to such tnings as concessions etc. 


48 you :wi0ow ir. Crane was here a couple of 


years ago and siiuce then we have had another 


auerican visitor in ia. llis and yet 


another in iivs Douthirt (Jessie Beskerville) 


wno has written to say che is coming asain 


this winter. I should ve lad to see your 
country and countrymen take a more active 


interest in arabian affairs and I thim 


that is to be stronely recomended in ‘ire 


interests of your commerce aloiie....6. 


I have very good reason to “mow that the 
Governnent here vould welcone the advent 
of an anerican Sonsul here esvecially as 
this year there vere cuite a number of 
pilsrims from the Philippines. mueir 
attitude towards foreigners in general 
and consuls in partioular is perfectly 
correct and even cordial, and all they 
ask of foreigners is to respect the laws 
of the land and not to seek refuce from 
them uncer consular provection. I nave 
no doubt whatever tiat the Kingdom of 
Hed jaz and 1 “eja is a psrmanent institu- 
tion gapable or creat things in the 
future and indeed lixely to tate some 
day tue lead in Islam waich Turxey once 


enjoyed 


ithe 


enjoyed but has now relinquished. >On- 
suls nere enjoy all the immunities or 
ordinary diplomatic usage throughout “ne 
world and in some respects seem to have a 
diplomatic status wnich is not to be 

found elsewhere. The ,eneral restriction 
on the imsortation of liquor and sranophoies 
for instance is waived in their favor by 
courtesy. In 2act in every way the Ted /az 
Government is definitely to be numbered 
among the civilized ,<overnnuents of the 
world and all it needs is an acceleration 
of the economic development which is al- 
ready well launcned"™, 
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The commercial usj ect of this «ues 
cient importance to co.mand special attention. Un- 
fortunately, foreign trade figures for the Lnedjaz and 
Nejd are not available in any fom whatever. liv. 
Philby, who is well-informed, close to the ‘overnuent, 
and engaged in the import and export trade of Jiddah, 
places the United States first in importance in the 
foreign trade of the’ iedjaz. Whether or not he is 
correct in so doing, it is certain that .mcrican trade 
with that country holds a position of high relative 
importance. AS far as can be ascertained, the main 
body of american impoi'ts into the Hedjaz and “ejd is 
comprised of cotton piece goods, auvomobiles, casoline 
and Kerosene, and .;eneral hardware; the exoorts to 
american ports are chiefly hides and sitins. in tne 
case of automobiles, for example, asproximuately 1,500 
automotive units have been imported into che lea jaz 
during tne past five years, the vast majority being 
of american manufacture. Of the 955 oassenzer cars 


and 


aT< 


aud busses in operation on January 1, 19360, 99% were 
anerican. Although figures are vianting in the case of 
textiles, hardware, petrol, and kerosene, it is xnown 
that the auerican share in the imports is consideravle, 
a local dealer in nides and si:ins, well informed on the 
warket of this entire territory, estimates that well 
over 90% of the nides and skins leaving the Hedjaz at 
the present time finc their way to zmerican tanneries. 
TRADE BETWIIN «DEM! alD JIDDAH 

as of possible furtner significance in this con- 
nection the trade of the port of aden with Jid.an ig 
shovm in the following figures for the official year 
1928-1929, In studying thece fisures the rupee may 


be taken as bein; equal to O7 cents. 


Imports from Jiidah 





Hides Rs. 1,800 
Skins 77,580 
Treasure 102,585 
Others ‘ 12,585 
Total Rs. 194,550 


Exports to Jiddah 





lierchandise Rs. 1,068,072 
Treasure 6,750 
Total Rs. 1,074, 822 


COMERCIAL POTSHTIALITIES 

\hatever the character and extent of american trae 
and commercial intersst in the Hedjaz nay be at the 
present time, it is believed that the potentialities 
of the marxet, though provably not tremendous, are 
sufficient to warrant serious consideration. of 
paramount significance is the fact that american goods 


are 


ail fas 


are accorded particular favor in the Hedjaz, partly 
because their superior quality is in most ceses recoge 
nized and partly because of the arab feeling that the 
United States, because of reuoteness and volitical 
disinterestedness, constitutes no threat of aj sression 
or menace to arab independence. Being incesendent on 
the other hand, tne commercial interests of the iiedjaz 
are free to choose their buying end selling markets 
without beige subject to the pressure und pro 7a anda 
that is often brou ht to bear in colonies or »ro- 
tectorates dominated by iuropean powers. “hen, too, 
there is considerable wealth in the wedjaz und the 
purchasing power is fairly high, especially when cone 
pared with other parts of arabia. 
LECCAN GOVERMENT PROGRESSIVE 

It is important to taxe note of tae character of 
the Liecsia sovermuent .- resards commercial development. 
Under Ibn Saud subs... utial provress has beou wades 
Western contacts are more frequent and telling than 
previously; the -overnuent is rorvard-lookiug, relative- 
ly liberal, and broad-iinded; occidental machinery and 
methods are being weil received and theiz use encouraged; 
roads are being planned and constructed; a concession 
mas vegeit]y  +3:en grented ror the installation of a 
Llareornd i:'.sless system to cover the -teQjaz anc “ejd; 
the governaent has recently ourehas ed eight British 
aeroplanes for military and administrative purposes; 
electricity has been introduced to a few important 


cities, 
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cities, notably Jiddah and lfecca; modern telephones 
are being installed; plans are evolving for tramways 
at Jiddah and Mecca; and in numerous other ays com- 
mercial opportunities are rapidly increasing. 
POST aT JIDDAH MEEDED 

although american goods have found an inoortant 
place in the Hedjaz and vega, they have sold themselves, 
oractically witnout assistance. Hadad there been an 
american representative at Jiddan to give «5serican in- 
terests an opportunity to tender bias ror ,overnient 
adjudications, to form contacts between american manu- 
facturers and the arab importers, and to foster wnerican 
trade in seneral, the volume of business between the two 
countries would have been materially increased. ne 
aden Consulate nas alvays found it difficult, because 
of cistance, slow communications, habits, and language 
difficulties, to conduct the activities of this office 
effectively with rezaid to the Hedjaz. hiany obstacles 
have always been found to lie in the way of, for example, 
securing World “rade Directory i:eports, preparing trace 
lists, reporting trade opportunities, and cbvtaining 
commercial information of whatever nature. noe t of 
these obstacles would disaocear with the establishiuent 
of a reoresentation at Jiddah. 
RECOGNITION CONSIDENLED DESIRABLE 

The Consulate's opinion, evolved from a considera- 
tion of the various factors discussed in tne foregoing 
paracvraphs, is that the time is finally at hand when 


the 


ro 


the recuest for recognition by the zsovernmment of the 
Kingdom of the wieijaz and of “‘ejd way find ausle justi- 
fication, and when any conceivabice objectious to sucha 
recognition by the ~overnment of the United States are 
wore than outweighed vy the numerous consivcrations 
- favorable thereto. 
CHARACTER OF 2EPRESINTATION 

Tne precise form of recognition and the character 
of wznerican re,resentation at Jicdah that vould be inost 
appropriate in the circwastancées will uot be commented 
upon here. It is believed that the lieccan , overmaent, 
nowever, would desire formal recognition, a treaty of 
amity and comnerce, and an exchange of le,ations. as 
the «merican sovernuent has done in many  »revious in- 
stances of a like nature and as other countries have 
already done with regard to the Hedjaz, a lexzation 
could be placed at Jiddah under the charge of a Vice 
Consul of Carcer aif “hird Secretary of Legation until 
such tine as @ itimister could be assignec ts tnat vost. 
PROPOSED VISIT Yo JIDDAH 

The present orficer at aden has twice recuected 
the Department's authorization to visit a iuwiber of the 
important »oints in the aden district, including Jiddah, 
for the purpose of waxing a general survey, securing in- 
rormation, forming contacts, and the like, and it is 
understood that -possible favorable ‘consideration of 
this request is contin-ent upon the future availability 


of 


of the requisite funds. If ard when such a visit to 
Jiddah does become possible, the officer concerned will 
ve able to sum up the situation more accurately tian 
has been possible herein, to cecure inforiation per- 
tinent to the question, and perhaps to ensasge in uegotia- 
tions and arrangements necessarily oreliuinary to for.ial 
recognition and the establishment of a reviesentation. 
RESOGIITION OF THE YEN GOVERN ENT 

While the question of the desirability of american 
recognition of she ingdom of the Yemen will uot be fully 
gone into in this memorandum, it seeus in order to in- 
Gicate the Sonmlate's present inclination to the view 
that recomiltion ueed not iecessarily be e::tended 
Simultaneously to the Jovermuients of Ton Saud and tie 
Iman of Sanaa. Giving the reasons Sor such a view in 
outline only, it may be stated tuat (1) the position of 
the iingdom of the Yeuen in international society is uot 
as high as that of the Hedjaz and lejd because (a) it is 
at present enyaged in an oven dispute over its boundary 
on the aien side, (b) it is on unfriendly terms with the 
British ..overnuent, (c) its international iutersourse 
and relationships are comJaratively slight, (a@) it now 
has no real system of foreign representation, and (e) 
it is not now host to any foreign legations or to any 
Significant body of foreign i:epresentatives of whatever 
nature, and (2) there is not the same need for american 
representation in the Yemen as in the Hedjaz because 
(a) it is not so far removed from tne aden Consulate, 


(bd) 
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(b) its more backward sovernment gives less promise of 
progress and development, (c) contacts and intercourse 
are slight and restrained in the Yemen, and (4d) business 
Opportunities are at present not great. Considerable 
e@laloration of these points isight be made, but it is 
believed that their mention is sufficient to suggest 

that the two governments are in different case as rerards 


the question of Soreign recognition. 
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The Honorable 


The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to refer to the Department's instruce- 
ticn No. 100 of February 28, 1930 ( File Noe 890f.01/15 ) 
in reply to my despatch es i et 11, 1930, with 
regard to American recognition —s enero of the Hejaz 
and of Nejd and its Dependencies. I appreciated particu ” 
larly the information with which the Department was good y = 
enough to furnish me in the last paragraph of the instruction 


in @eesee £2 


ard” 
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in question; and . have since kept in mind the Department's 
expressed desire that I communicate to it any information 
which I might be able to obtain regarding the character 
and extent of American commercial interests, actual as 
well as potential, in the Hejaz. 

Shortly after the receipt of the instruction under 
acknowledgement, Mr. Ralph Chesbrough, American Automobile 
Trade Comrissioner for the Near Bast ( since appointed 
Assistant Comercial Attache at this post ) undertook an 
extensive tour of the principal automotive eacitalia ae 
uated in the outlying regions of his “district”. This pro- 
jected tour was to include a visit to Jiddah. lire Ches- 
brough, as the Department is no doubt aware, has had a 
very considerable experience in the Near East both as a 
former member of the Consular Service, as the representative 
of various American post-war trade ventures and in his 
present capacity as a representative of the Department 
of Commeroee He is interested in the political as well as 
the commercial aspect of current developments in the Near 
and Middle East and is, I believe, both careful and dis- 
criminating, if not expeditious in his investigations. 

Prior to Mr. Chesbrough's departure, therefore, I 
had him read carefully the Legation's file on the question 
of the recognition of the Hejaz, and I requested partic= 
ularly that he prepare for me, for transmission to the 
Department, a report embodying any information which he 
might be able to obtain while at Jiddah regarding actual 
and potential American comercial interests in the Hejaze 
Shortly after his return to Cairo he was obliged to go to 
Beirut on official business. It was, therefore, only in 


r a ee 


je 


the latter pIace that he prepared the requested report. 
This report, two copies of which are enclosed here- 

with, is in the form of a letter to me, dealing in a 

general way with the subject in question; and with it 

are enclosed copies of certain listed reports made by 

him to the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. I 

regret that the enclosed carbon copies of the report are, 

though not illegible, hardly such as I should have desirede 

I have not, however, thought that the Department would 

wish this office to recopy its fifty-two pages of single 


spaced type; nor have I had copied for transmission to 


‘the Department the 5,000 word article written by lirs. 


Chesbrough and referred to in the third paragraph of hr. 
Chesbrough's covering report to mee I do not enclose either 
the last two enclosures of his covering report, ie 6. those 
dealing with the application of Hassan Apdo for appointment 
as Anerican consular representative at Jiddah, for I oan- 
not imagine the Department viewing with favor any proposa’ 
for the appointment of a foreigner as "honorary" Anerican 
representative to the Hejaze 

Mre Chesbr@ugh's principal enclosure, though including 
discussion of a large number of matters of greater interest 
to the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce than to the 
Department, includes in the appropiate places and in appro- 
priate detail the information requested by the Demrtnent's 
instruction in question. After presenting briefly certain 
introductory material o the recent history, geography and 
physical characteristics of the country, he discusses tie 
"General Imports and Exports" of the Hejaz and the “Aner- 
ican Share of Imports". The following section dealing with 


"Estimated esses 


"Estimated Government Revenues" will probably prove of 
interest, as will the accompanying statistical tables. 
One of these latter, entitled "Market in the Hejaz for the 
following American Products not yet Introduced or that 
may be Increased and Estimates for First Year's Business", 
is a statistical compilation of figures relative to the 
market at Jiddah for thirteen commodities each of which is 
discussed individually in the body of the reporte The 
figures collected as to the pilgrim traffic also are tiie 
most complete which I have seen for the past and ourrent 
seasons and will presumably be found of general interest. 

In concluding this brief comment on lir. Chesbrough's 
report, I desire to mention one matter, of a political 
nature, which may cause the Department, as it did me, 
some surprises I refer to the stataient, nade in the first 
paragraph on page two of his covering letter to me, that 
"Tbn Saud is amassing arms end ammunition and war supplies 
with the idea of annexing the Yemen to his dominions". I 
have since enquired particularly of Mre Chesbrough his 
authority for this statement. His reply was to the effect 
that the stataient was based, first, on general rumor at 
Jiddah during his visit, and, second, on a reiteration 
thereof received from a lir. Brown, Susiness Manager at 
Jiddah for Mr. St. John Philby, with whom he had talked 
at some length on the occasion of a snort visit which lr. 
Brown had made to Egypt last. month. 

Although I kmow of no rumor or definite fact which 
would either confirm or warrant denial for such a state- 


ment, I cannot but believe, from the general impression 


IT have seceses 
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I have gained while in Egypt of King Ibn Saud's policy, 
that the rumcr in question has but little if any serious 
foundations. I am the more convinced in this belief when 
I recall a casual stataient made last spring by the Hejaz Agent 
in Cairo, when asked by Mre Wadsworth as to the possi- 
bility of Hejaz-Yemen frontier delimitation, that the 
question was not really one of .any particular or inumediate 
interest to his Government. I cannot but think itcreover, 
that King Ibn Saud, though taking a most optimistic view 
of his strength at home as a result of his successful 
operations against dissident tribesmen, would hardly con- 
sider his desert Arab levies certain of success in any 
extensive military action against the hardy ieaanisios 
tribesmen of Yemen in the latter's - and to his ow troops 
unaccustomed = terrain. And, without a foeling of certainty 
as to the successful outcome of such an action, I cannot 
believe that Ibn Saud would jeopardize the reputation for 
strength and eilanttts which he has built up amongst his 
own confederated tribes.ien or the goodwill which his policy 
of pacification, public security and progress has engendered 
amongst foreign nations. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


"Your obedient servant, 


he hol Lan He 


Franklin Mott Gunthere 


Enclosure: / 


as stated, 
in duplicate. 
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+ Medjas viplowstic /gemt te Londen, sheik iiafis abba, tas recoutly 
been ay, ointed by the jovermeant,. ‘ 


PO ma eee ling hed a logation at dedda for over two years; tio 
r Trukileff, a Joslem, ond ic or was dean of the censular 
corps, There ie also a ‘rade -clegution of several sussiame to supervise 
Seviet trade . A siullag organisation, seyerate frea this one, ic at 
Sama, the capital ef the jemem, . ‘oviet steaser comes regulerly te JuJjda, 
The legation supervises the welgure of pilgrims under :-ussian protection, 


pray vaiataine an acgene; at Jedda minly for thu pur,cse 
looking after the ly, © te 29. 0 gyptian vilgrieas whe unnually visit 
leoeae There ie a ‘iedjas seorremertto Agent at Cuires 


4: Zurkews jae had a eomeul at Jedia who is roturuing as winister 
the post having revently boon elevated to « di; lomatic status, -inee tue 
drestis reforas in Turkey the meberg ef iurkion pilgrime hus fullon 
frea thou to w mere 2A in ltid, Toedute there sre out fow tradu coutuct: 


between the t.c countrlecs, 


S fj “emt to these of (rest -ritealn . owlieve that wuteb 
lutereste the ledjag are the nest inportant, H@llend has maiotained u 
consulate with « large Juteh and native staff at Jedde sinee pre-war days, 
There is the welfare of 25,5.) to3ug° © pilgrims to care for, several 

“we steemghip lines, a -utelh firm, Va: de .ocl and Joapany, ‘“undling ti 
pilgrim ousiness, and the -etherlends ‘rading society oraneh at Jedda 

kee, this consulate weye «© lnvortant and yrowins commerese 1:1 cugas’y Five, 
tea, sphees and eeffeo receive the pretestion and help of this eifiee hich 
hae alee beem inetrusental in e-taininy, contracts for utc! firme. for instunce, 
the ainting consession for 1936, Van de .oeh who has made . lpd..e. “« 
in Jodda Le a converted eslesn ond ic on close terms with Tia tawi vod the 
royal family. ‘ie goes regulari, to ‘urope couse a year and, before leaving, 
sells out all his stecks for eash on the tesie thet be truste 4isiclf sore 
@: 4 8«=«©fpeex 3 (the: any one lees woven his new allake 


6a me ‘we a conp@ul, a -renchaan, and a vige-censul, an 

Alg lem who epoctalizes in Looking after the -reneh protege ,ilyrinse 
peneh comereial interests in the ‘edjas are not ver, exton ive.  .t ie said 
that the Yremeh are rather unpepuiar in the edjas owin, to the local belief 
in the /reneh salendainistration in ‘yriag ‘he fact that the :roneh offisere 
and erew of the Asia-eo: attached articles wile: warued in sodda Larvoer wlth 
u lose Of 450 pilgrims, weme eshere wien the tradgedy occured ani that the 
*Feneh Consul in Mis offieinl inquiry suppres:od the actual facts has not 
helped the prestige of Frunese in tie countrys 


Vs ctaima rap @ Cenculate with aa italian in churgee ive 
Italian steamship ifmee oalling regularly eat dedda, em talian etdy ing iau 
aorcantile finmg pilgrins fro=a the Itulien colonies ani e growing comeree 
receive the sttantion of thie consulate, fiat scales eved « lig increase 
in the firet five sonthe of 193C to the detriuent of -worie.1 competition, 


‘3 Qimems Is understood to ve eatedliehing in the noar rut urc 
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Spenia) lanert Wee dhe Beirut, ayria. June 30, 19230. 


The deonemie Resourees and Oommereial activities of the Kingiom of the HedJjas, 
Nejd and Dependensies. 


Ralph PF. Che strough, Automotive Trade Commissioner to the 
Bear saste 


S@areea: 4A visit of eight days to Jeida in Meren, 1950, when {i hed confer- 
enses with Hedjas goverment officials, foreign Gensular officers, 


« foreign and loeal ingerters and messhents, steamship agents, Man- 
ager eof the Netherlanie Treding Company, the only foreign benk in 
Hed jas, etes 


loJenent Histery: ‘The Mei jas, or ae it is known today, the Kingtom of the 

Hed jes, Hejéd and Dependensies, prier te the outbreak of the Werld Yer, was 

@ pert of the Ottemman Gupire whieh then inelude: all of the Arebian Penin- 
eule emeept the Aden Protectorate and the semi-protesterates of Oman, Koweit 
end the lelané ef Bahrein on the Persian Gulf whieh were ané sre teday under 
Britieh supervision, <Mortly efter the termination of the “ar the Turkish 
province of Yemen beceme en independent and sovereign state and the Sultanate 
of Hadramout om the Gulf of Aden, just east of Aden, came under Britigh pro- 
tec tion, 

Dering the War in 1916 when Medine was capture: from the Turks after a 
leng and deaperate siege the Hedjas was proclaimed an independent state with 
Mesea as ite expital, under the rulership ef Kimg Hussein, in 19282 the 
Britich Goverument came te an agreement with Ibn Jeud, the Sultan of Hejd, 
conserning the ryefrveining of hostile sets agninst each other in the territ- 
ovries of Irek and Nejd. in 1925 Ibm Saud conqueres: the Meshinite forves 
eof King Nussein, thereby securing political domination in the country snd 
he signei treaties with the Britieh limiting end safeguerding the frontiers 
vetween the Nedjes, Trane-Joriania and Irek,. During the early spring of 
1930, as a result of conferences held en the Persian Gulf between Kings Ibn 


VBR era sdnel or ive 
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Saud end Faisel of Irak and British officials, measures were taken to 
stop reiding aoross the borders of these two countries. Under the 
regime of Ibn Saud the rebel tribes have been consolidate: and expanded 
and public seeurity in the country is now better then it hes been for. 
eenturies. 

c——s— P-Qgeeraphys ‘The Lingiom of Hei jas has an sres of about 400,000 scuere miles, 
@ eeest line om the Rei See of 900 miles and upon the Persian Culf of 
Approximately 300. It is beunde: on the north by the Kingfow of lre« 
end wy Prens-Jordenia and on the south by the Yemen. On its south east 
frentier lies that great tract of “no-man’s land" known to be infested 
with shifting quiek-sands, some 150,000 equere miles in area, called by 
the Arebe the “Reve el-ihaly” © the empty or deserted place and said 
mever to have been eroseed from the Persian Gulf to the Indian Ocean by 
any human being, foreign or native. 

it ineludes within ite bounderies the provinses of si-Hedjas and Asir 
em the east coast of the Red dea, the province of Bejd lying weet of 
Hed jes end of O-Hasea bordering on the Persian GQuif. The distriet of 
the ldrissi tribe situated between Asir and the Yemen ie now in dispute 
vetween the Hed jas and the Yemen but is nominally under the protection 
of Ibm Saud. The country hae s populstion of about 900,000 of whieh 
wo thirds are desert nomads and the remiining one third are Belledi or 
eity dwellers. in addition te this figure sre about 100,000 foreign 
pilgrims whe agend from twe to six months in the country eech year. 
‘The important cities are Jeida, the chief port with a population of about 
30,000, weoca, 46 miles east of Je.ida, the most My city of islam, visited 
every yeer by 75,000 to 120,000 Moslem pilgrims from all over the world. 
Meeca has a normal pepelation of about 60,000. Hedimea, about 240 miles 


northwest of Jed@e and abeut 120 miles inland from the ited Sea is the 
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second heliest city in the Hedjas. it is the southern terminus of 


the "holy reilread" beginning at Demmssus and passing through Trene- 
jeréania, Medine has « normal population of about 100,000 amd is 
“dene” yearly Wy peshape ene fourth of a1] the pilgrims visiting in - 
the country. aif, located 100 miles east of Necen on the border be- 
tween El-Hed jas end the Nejc aus on the read to Riyadh, ig « city in 
the eonter of 2 rich end tntekly settled easis thet will eeme day as- 
oume on importance ea the end of the first days motor run from Jedds 
en this trene-peninesla conmereial highway of the future. Riyadh, with 
@ population of 20,000, is the desert eapitel of the Nejd, the birth 
pleece of Im Jaud and is the half-way peint ef the caravan rovte, now 
also begun to be used ty moter vehicles, from the Persian Gulf through 
Tait end Meee to Jedda on the Red dea, a distamee of some 640 miles. 
SeXnvelea) Gharegteriaties! With the exeeption of a few oases and fertile 
tvects around the cities of econ, diedina, Taif, and i-Riyadh most of 
the Hed jas is a desert or mountsinous country. The northern and south- 
ern borders of the provinee of Nejd are sandy desert wastes. ‘There is 
@ Goastel plain extending the full iength of the Hei jas on the Rec Jean 
ome ten to thirty miles wide where the cli:ate is het and the rainfall 
very emall the year rounmi, The produets of the Hedjexs are millet, 
wheat, barley, lentils and werious native vegetables. /ruite are grown 
im ebundanee on the uplands and dates, olives, and coffee are produseed too 
in the southern part of the provinse of Asire 
4~ Foreign Representation:  mgland and wviet Russia have legetions at Jidda, 
Sgypt a Diplomatic Agensy, and Follend, France, Persia, Turkey and italy, 
maintein coneular posts. Turkey will raise ite post te that of a Legetion 
or Ageneye On aecount of its trade relations it is understoed that der- 


many Will establish a post at Jidde and Poland is also cunsidering this step. 
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411 ef these countries have formriy reeognised the Kingiem of the 
Hedjas ae a severeign and independent state. The duties of these 
foreign representatives have mainly to do with their commercial re- 
lations, chipping and surveilianse of pilgrius, 

S-Genere) imeerte and _dmcorte: ‘the Hedjas is uot an agricultural country 
ena dees not produce sufficiently of the essential food produsts to 
aappert its population. it’s experts ave very emall, probably not 
poteliggmever $200,000. per year anf they consist minly of hides ant 
G@tins, peerle end gums. Although no aeeurate record of cwatities and 
valuse of imports are kept by the Heijes Government according to ecata- 
gevies the consensus of opinion of the Customs Authorities, foreign 
Gensubates, the leading imorting firms and the enly foreign venk in 
the country is that these total from 315,000,000 te 315,000,000 yearly. 
At least 70% of this value consists of essential food products and tem 
tiles eush ae suger from the Duteh fest Indies and Central Mmroepe, rise 
from Burma and the iast Indies, grein and flour from India, Australia 
end Seuth Afries, spices and tes from the -sst Indies, seffee from 
Yemen end Abyesinia, textiles eumpesed chiefly of cheap ecotten materials 
ema prints from Japan, itely and india, tea from Ohine and Japan, teek 
lumber from indis, cement from italy. These are followed in erter yw 
automotive produets, tires, eceessories and allied lines estimates at 
about $600,000 yearly in value, geselene, kerosene and oils st $286,000. 
anmuslly and thep byyengines, pwaps, lighting and power plants, hardware, 
arms and eummition, sosp, meehines, sewing machines and eleetrical equip- 
mnt. india, the Duteh dast indies, Germany, United States, Great Srit- 
@in and colenies and Japan contribute a majority ef these imports. 
About twe years ago Soviet Russie established at Jedéa a Legation and Com 


mereial Delegation and now carg beets from southern Russia, flying the 
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Soviet fleg, which meke »eriodieal trips crount Arebia end up the Persian 
Gulf, step emse er twiee a month at Jedés to dicsharge grein, suger end 
petreleum produs te. 

About#OS of the imports and exports of the Hedjas pass through the 
pert ef Jedéda whieh is an epen road-stead losuted on s dengerous coast 
eurrounte: by reeky, coral reefs so thet ships are obliged te enghor several 
miles eff chore emf passengers ama carge sre Quen achore in amsll uetive 
ereft thgeugh a marvew enf devious channel. ‘the only ether we perts on 
the Red den eeast of the Hedjes at whieh only ene ort we steamship lines 
make regulor steps are Yembo, having o population of about 82,000, about 
200 alles north of Jedda and some 126 miles due enet Of Medina, i-¥e)j, 
@ emall port of about 6,000 population, situated 176 miles north of Yambo. 
Oa the Persian Gulf, Umir, opposite the lelemé of Behrein, es © poten- 
thal importance ae being the teruinus of the cnreven route soress Arabia 
through Riyedh for Heees te Jedda. When a higeway suitable for ustor 
ewetsie will be constyusted from thie poiut aerces Arabia piigrins and 
merehandige from irvek end Pereia will be tranaperted ty Mis reute. the 
port of Koweit at the northern emi of the Persian Gulf and just over the 
Hedjeas frentier in the eastesu tervminus ef the caravan routes rumaing to 
Medina, Meeee end sl-Riyadh. 

the inperte inte the Heijas from the United itates, ly direst or in- 
divest shipment, are cetineted to tetel during 1928 about 3685,000 roughly 
3% of a1) ingerte and in order of value were passenger Gare ant trusks, 
tiges and tubes, apere parts and accessories, geeclene end meresene, and 
under misselienseus, sewing mchines, pumps, lighting sad power plants, 
electric vefrigereters ent hardware, it is estiueted that the Uni tea 
States contributes 43% ef these eatagories. As muy of these articles 
have been purehaged through dealers in dgyyt, india and ether intermea- 
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faries 10 is emly by. couvessing the local importers that one gets an 
idee ee te the extent to which comaditics, typically American, have 
entered thie market. Of the above-mentioned tetal estimates importe, 
youghly 101 eve in theese categories. A choot chewing theese figures 
im move Geotail both in quantity end value for the year 192) is herewith 
a Rina. (See Annex He. 1) 
fhe Hedjes Geveyument imports divestiy end for its om account 

about 20% ef the total merchandise entering the country. About 20% 
ie wougs in and olé by ten or twelve of the leading conpanios over 


@ting in the Heijas, all ef whieh ave lesated in Jedda, the prizsipal 


various phases of the pilgrim business constitute reapestively 42 and 40% 
ef the total, Tames derived from the moter tranapert ef pilgrii:s and 
fer civeulation permite of cars and trusks alone contribute one-cigth . 

A sheet showing how the tote] for 1929 is derived is herewith at teshed. 
(See Ammen Wo. Iii ) 

Sonfidentialds,  ‘Theee figures are an average of eatimtes given te me 
hy Hed jas goverment offisials, foreign consular officers, the three 
leading foreign importers ami the Manager of the letherlands Treding 
Sesiety. The latter impressed me as being Very currently informed as to 
the countries reseuspes, assets and revenues Ge S6ll as upon the financial 
and credit standing eof ell important feveign and native business houses, 
transpert syndicates, ete. 
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T—feippings The Khedivial Mail Line of British nationality operetes on an 
itinerary in the led Sea between Sues and Pert duden making ealle every 
ten days e¢ the perts of “i-vej, Yauho and Jeuda, The Hilal Steenship 
Line, ewmed in and eperete: out of Aden, Ammbia, has a steamer at reg- 
uler intervals ealling at Jedda. ‘The Sritich and Persien Gulf Pavi- 
gation Genpany, under Britich registretion, operates @ service be ween 
the Pereien Gulf porte end Jeiéa,. The Hive Pune] Line, the Licyd 
Belge and « Dutch Line operating between Durcpe and the ar fact make 
decade a reguler pert of call about onse & month, Prestionliy all of 
theese lines carvy pilgrine during the sensenm and certainly this source 
ef revenue te them is greater than that derived fren their imgert ant 
expert cargoes, This chould be betmwen 34,000,000 and 25,000,000. 
yeorly,  OCenssionslly when oufficient eagge ean be obtained ships of t 
the Awrieen Indien Line stop at Jedée on their way threugs the Red Sea. 
thece beats take about 26 days beteeen lew York and Jedds. Merchandise 
fyom American porte is, Yowever, mectly twanchiyged to Jedda at Port 
Said or Sues. 

©-Qustome Watien: The basie of customs duties into the Hedjes is 20% ad-valomm 
on the inveice prise but this works out te shout 245 es the Direster Gen- 
evel of Custeme has the power te and usually efde 80% te invoice prices, 
vexing 80% ef 126. During 1929 the Govermpmmt ine veaced its rate of 
duty om care and truske, tires, ascecseries, eile and gpeeses fren 2 
to (9% of the invoice value but this has since been redused to 20% om 
cept om gasolens, keresens and ether petrolews produsts whieh is #6111 
GOs ewe ave ue bended warchougss in the Hedjes aud custens drev- 
Weeks ore not permitted. in case serehandice ie landed in error duly 
mast be paid ugem it before it is allowed te be reeuyerted. thereas 
pemichment for theft in the custome is Very severe the Gustems Guthor 


ities will accept ne reepensibility fer theft of or Gamage to me rehe 
The 
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Gise while in the customs. 

Ali mevehandise mst be Swanayerted out of the customs by native 
porters or hersedrewn vehicles. Kotor trans,ort for this purpose is 
net permitted. For formalities of eustems with@rewal oe charge of four 
pilasters, equivalent te sbout 7.828 ie levied regerdless of its sise,. 

A fee equivalent to one Pound Sterling is levied for customs wi thédrewn 
om each automotive uit passing thzough the eustems house, The average 
charges per vehicle from the eustems te warehouse of importers in a set- 
wp-etate are about 1.4.6 or 38.00. 
oL_iehtemeee Ghereees  Lighterage charges from chip te shore are fixcd on the 
vasie of 6 plasters or sbout $0.85 per average sise packsyve when uwiloaded 
fyem the immer harbor and 10 piesters or (0.44 when discharge’ from a 
chip in the outer hertor, For moter vehicles unloaded in the inner har- 
ver the cherge is 1.8.1 or 96,00 per ear or ehessis ané if two chessis 
ave strapped together the eharge te 1.8.2 or 110.00. From the outer 
herter the charge is double. 
10-Qurxremey: ‘She standard golé eurremay of the Hed jes is the Pound iterling. 
ia silver currensy ome Rial is equivalent to two shillings, ten Kials 
equalfing ene Pound Sterling,  Smnller niekel coins, Fei jas piasters, 
or"Ghursh Mivie] as they are ealled, are in @ireuletion on the besis of 
eleven te the Niall. There are one-quarter end one-half rial pieses in 
silver worth reapectively 2 96 ent 6 1/2 "Ghursh Miris”. The smallest 
coin in value, equal to one-half e “Ghursh Miri",is the “Ghursh Durus", 
Therefore, the par value of the above in American eurrensy is one rial = 
90.4066, @ quarter and half rial respectively, 30.1216 and 0.2432, A 
“Ghareh Miri"ie equal te w.044, and e “Ghursh Durus" to 082. The 
“Ghureh Miri" is equivalent te the per value of the Turkish gold piaster 
end doubtless @ carry-over frem the former Turkish regime. the amount of 


herd money in cireuletion, silver and uiomel, is equal te }%.180,000. 
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The annual centrest fer minting this currency amounts te about 
Lede 90,000 yearly. it hae been obtained for veveral years Wy & Brit- 
ich company but the 19H contract wae let to = Duteh firm at i0%.%,000 
unier the Britich bid, 
1l-Jemag, As the Moclen code, strictly interpreted in the Hel jas, dee not 
eountenanse the payment of interest ou leans of money. there are no 
mative benke in the ccountsy and only ene foreign tenk, a branch of the 
Netherlenée Trading Soeiety of dmetverdem, issllowed te eperate in the 
country with ene brengh in Jedéa. It is net, however, permitted to 
pay interest om deposits and is in the country merely fer the conuven- 
lense ef foreign and mative fisms engaged in fercign business. ‘evereal 
a ne ee a ee ae 
wane, Gueng others co seperted ave the Bational Bank of Egypt, the 
Stanford Bank of South Africas, and the Denee d* Yesente 4’ dgitte, threugh 
whieh the ueunl eushange operations may de eoniusted. 
12-Reidweees hove ic only one railway in the country extending from Damasous 
through Palestine and Trancjerdania to Medina. ‘the total length of wis 
line is abeut 650 mikes, it was built ty Moslem leder end paid for by 
pilgrin subesziptions. Mush of ite right -of-way We dewaged during the 


eperetion for a uuuber of years. As the cest of rebuilding Wis line end 
furnidhing new relling steck and equipment is considerable it is probeble 
that foreign capital and t echnical sesistense will be mecessary for this 
work whigh is new being contemplated by the Severument. ‘The Geveruaent 
alee has under consideration the extensiong ef this line fem iieuins to 
tou rectiuseusered: sdesetkewgriewmkesxbe Meese ani Jédda, 0 distence of 
0 miles. An extension from Medina te Yambo, « distence of 125 niles 


is alee being dissussed ty Government effieials. in pre-war days the 
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Bed jee veilway wee used mainly Mr the traneportation of pilgrins during 
the seacon, coming from Percia, lrak, Turkey and iyrie, 

13-Reegs eed Righweres There ic a read from Jedda te Meocs, & distance of 4) 
wilee, thet is in some parts mstelled or hard surfaced amd in ethers is 
merely @ series of trecks seress the desert. Bagend iecca a track, 
now being used for moter tranapert extends castwarl through Riyedh to 
Weir on the Persien Gulf. The distemse from Jedda te Riyadh is 666 
@iles end frem Riyadh te Urair 2660 miles, a tetal distames ef 674. 
Dering 1929 the sen of King Ibm Suul first megtiatec this route by 
moter cay waking the entire distamse in & hours OF On average of 1b wiles 
per heur insluding steps. A third reute, line the read tren Jedda 
te Vesee, gper from Jocéa te Movine vie Babigh and Yemhe f-lkechl to 
Vedire, o dictanse ef about 250 miles. the remining routes in the 
Fedjas are werely camel tracks and are not yet euiteble for metor trans- 
port. Ase general rele, en account of the bad state of reade, itxkz 
wewslly takee six Gaye te meke the trip by car from Riveéh te ueccs and 
four deye from Umeir to Riyadh. 

1é@pAvepiemess During 1929 tne Government purchases three Jestiand Wapiti 
enout planes equipped with Jupiter Vi soters. A landing field was inse- 
talled om a apmil) island iv the Persian Gulf opposite Vasir. These 
plenes are apereted Wy three British piletes end severe) Dritigh mechanics 
whe mexe their headquarters en this island ef Wahvein. These planes sre 
used prinsipally te contre] vaiding and te supervise the peari fisheries 
em this side cf the Persian Gulf. At Jedde there are tour eld Ve-Haviland 
plaues, asvuived by the Gowerusent mhortly efter the termination of the 
war. Theme ic a landing field and four hangrs 2 the cutakirts of Je.de 
with a Germa pilet and meehenic in ehargs. Thess planes are wore or ics 
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ebeslete and ere only used te fly short dietenses. The Hed jaa 
Govermrent fe interested in the pupshase ef further avistien equip- 
rest. it ie understoed that a representative ef Jrnkere was = the 
Fedjec seceatly in the interest of his eospany. King ibe Sand is 
averting an evintion seheel at the lending field on the Persian Gulf 
for the tyaining of netive pilote ané neshantes. 

15-Tehaphene ond Drelecs tyvaten: 4 telephvar cyetem. put in by the Germans 
in pre-wur days, exists between Jeita, Nenana end Medina, Thies system 
ie beseming obsolete and the installation cf new ecuipment in being 
cougi@ered by the Government. An anterntic agretem for Jedan in being 
contemplated. 4 land telegraphic line existe eonnesting the following 
eitier: Ababa, Maun, Yambo, Medina, Jeuda end Nenee, Gnd Jedéda Lambo. 
Jedda ie eonnestved with Port Suden by eadle. 

lé-izeleas Station’ The contract for a wireless telegrephy installation ia 
wow being uegetiatet. Thirteen stations will be wuilt ef whieh three 
ot Keeen, Medina ené4 Riyadh will be the main units. it will extend 
sarees the country to the Pereien Gulf, willinave © range of three thou- 
semé wiloe amt wil] tnice showt three years te install, It ie unier- 
steet that Mereont fs -ssecitated in Chis pro jest with « foreign ingerter 
leeated ot Jedéa and that the enterprise will cost 1.445.000 oF abont 
1116 ,000. 

17-Qenfemaing Plants, Ae the wupply of fred water along the ed Jen aoent 
is very weree the Ccovernment hes installed, at Jedda,. 8 sondensing 
plemt at @ ecet of 1.8.16.000. whieh has oe eapeaity of eowverting daily 
25Q tone ef ealt weter into fyesh. i iwelve reserveirs contairiormm re- 
eerve suppiy of 600 tens. in 1929 a 160-ton plart wae built at Yembo 
at @ cost of 1..409,000, The equipment wae pusehesed from and iastaliled 


ty Mgnlese, Jateon ami Oe. Ltd. of Gleagow, seotlani, whieh has alse 
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eresteé plant: ct Pert Smid, Keeseir, Massawa, /4an, Mekin, the Island 
cf Parte emf sther pointe om the Pet wa, 

10-jubiie Vere, She Pedjas Cevermont !« considering a nvmber ef eninitin 
mualigipal ew! industrial amug weigh ere the eleetrifisation eof the’ 
Citius of Jedd, lesen and Mecina, Oe “redging of a harbor and cone 
bvaktien ef © pert #t Jedda te inelude Wodpec warehouses. dir Wolf- 
Merry ed Cerypamy, eongiting enginerrs (2 ceclagiste, ef Lenten, are 
interested in Wie leteer posyeanl. 4 gerep °f guverreent officiels 
2 leading lcal ssrehants, ctlle? the "Ocrwulttes for the Study of 
Develspaemt Iehemes in the Hedjaa", hae been forme: upon We sdvies of 
the King and under the presidemy ef the Kiuister of Pinmee whieh will 
stely wow iudustrial end wunietpal prejests being considered and it is 
autheriasé te csoure Me services ef foreign eupert techniesal eugineers 
wad » ekilled ce laabah 06k thing adnan tee wake & study of the 
minevel resources of the country and g7Yuit reports owering ostire ts 
of e xpeniitires necessary for their explcitatiocon. Ceptier of transla- 
siens of letters efdressed te tecal firms Wy Min eoumittee are herent th 
wttaghec, 

Much has been slveady scsourlighed by the Goverument ef ibn feud to 
alleviats the hardships of pilgrive iv We seuntry and their sojourn in 
the “Holy Gities". Kedern, qecieus and well ventiletest buildings have 
heen @reete. fer them in Mesee and Medine. The Yast square in front of 
the Great Terque at Meecs, Soldiing 6,000 perwons at ome tine, hen been 
uneedamiee: 222 roofed over eo thet the huge crewds are now protec ted 
from the mye of the blessing eum. Modern water syrly ord severvaee aye- 
tems for Jodds, sces, Kedizs ent Teif are under soncideretion.  lee- 
making plants Lave been instelied in Mecoa, Jedde end Mecive by private 
capital. ( @eik vehammed AWalleh e) ceri.) 


Suanibi farest Tas tt, ped. 

19-fmpateze apt AGSisb Leokinexx: To dete abort 10 ‘mericen treetors (1) 
@hi of wae mas have bean broevgit {1 the seuntry by the leeal diatrib- 
Wrer aud heave Ween scld te the Ting: om the high Governmnns officials for 
Wee om taéis .bims axes’  wect, TAS ent Rivet iz esd. 4 aml) ‘ameat 
Cs trey Wws-pevughs ond bccrews have bh 1 <cl4 & be operated ly thes 
tote tows, I0 will Bc som tins befere tho veq Of agpieultural maghinezy 
ha Gas Hadjuy Leiorms developed Yo por? th *x~~teatal stage. A goed 
Gawaud ur metli ond ant 120 s0/E lente’ gerden iwplements eould be created 
Wish the proper effort. 

-Lightias Jieahes, 86©=6—. As geod aarket oxictes far ther, 4 foreign imperter, 

(iqa Go Feld & Ge. ) vepresents on Amerieann nenefesturer (Dele®) and has 
Mme séveral saleu tc the goverwont and to prowinent leea) me rehante. 
A diva vayrestulag Pottore (Dritish) hee eolé 70 of these plants in the 
last tm sours. 

SleRmma: Seth large pups smi arall eves of the piteher variety find s ready 
aele. ‘“chay ufo lagerted frcm ngloné, ferrany and Preme end are used 
eavensivesy ah Kae 6266. aru Myedh, TAlf, eres end Vedina, 

82-eeteie sedeigomeiaga, «boat iwventy of theee of Anpriean mamufes ture have 
woom imported Gurii, thi iact fw yeers, wetly through iigypt er India, 
ey & lveed scovehuns, (Delx Abdalleh Mohammed *1 feaal). They have been 
eead aninly fer installation in the repel relaees at veese end Rivedh and 
an the homes of important offisiels. 

23-Pyehibitise Acdiaigai Tae taportsticn of wrefeel inet ruswete, Gomeres, hare 
ful drags, li.wers, and tcbe-es int the Vingdom is prohibited by the 


government. 


Ti) Forison, 
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24-ietealem Epeiwete: There are wo companios importing and selling petroleum 
produste in the Hedjas, the Reyeal Duteh hell] snd an Amprican comeny, 
(Semndaré ©1411 Oempeny of New York) Total impertes during 1929, showi ng 


quantities an@ value, are estincated to have been as follows: 


Saesa sk db iemelelionn =6Yohue 


1-Ge se lens 64,500. 4193,5006 
2-Yerowene 48.0000 a0 
Toetal--107 ,600 ~¥266,600. 


S-Lubriesting olle and greases 
(gallons) 20 ,000 
Tetal—--- j283,500, 

the ansunt, Value and pereentage icperted by the local agent of 
the aAmricen firm is chow om the atteshe: sheets (See Annex Ne. i ) 
Considering that the American Sigm has only recently come inte this 
mayest and was obliigeu te mast the well esteblidhe: competition of ite 
British vive) it is considered thet its chare obtained is setisfactory. 

Om the basis ef 963 automotive vehicles in circulation during 
1929 and considering thet at least 95% of gravlone imerte is devoted 
te their uee, it is ealeulated that each vehéthe consumes on an averare 
ef 640 ghlluons yearly, produsing a mileage of 7,700 eache Of the above 
vehieles 676 are use. exlusively in the pilgriw traffie and only ope rete 
about cin months in cosh year. 

kapeorte of gpsclene have incressed each yeur in proportion to tne 
@ugnentetion ef automotive sales and they will continue te do so.  n 
tae other hemi, the iuportation of kerosene, usel mostly for illwnainet ing 
purposes, is not éupested te increase to any sppreciable extent, minly 
for the reecon that electrification projects, as they become realities, 
will offset this demtnd, 


pe 1S. 
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During Mereh, 1930, the retail price of gusolene was frem 118 to 
126 Agyptien Piasters per ease or from 90.59 to §0.635 per Am rican 
e®llen. Keyesene wes sround 56 Egyptian Piasters per ease or 90.276 
per American gallon, 

Ae the govermment owns and operates about 25% of 211 cars end 
trucks in eireulation, it is s large direet buyer for gnsclene, its 
requirements being 16,000 to 20,000 cxses pearhys:: Duringtimrehy 1930, 
it made a single purshese of 12,000 enses of gasolene from the well 
Gompany. It also purchased from Shell in one order 20,000 eases of 
kerosene at the usual o.i.f. price less 15% Sinse the amriean eum 
pony Came into the mrket retail prices have dropped about 20%, 

26—fne Pilevim Pracfigi Ome of the most important sourees of revenue both to 
the Ned jes Goverment and to # large pert of the populetien in Jeida, 
Meece and Medina are the foreign pilgrims whe every yeer visit the Holy 
Cities of Meces and Medine. The pilgrim season lasts about siz uenths. 
The firct pilgrims usually enter the country through Jeida early in Jan- 
wany. The height of the season is reached during the week May 15th to 
Siad, oe during this time ocours the “Youm ul Arafat" when al) pilgrius 
ere required t ascend thie holy mountain on the eutskirte of Mecee and 
te attend other important cerémonies. This takes place en way 16th 
by whieh dete all pilgrims visiting the ehuntry thet year heve resched 
Mesos, During the end of May and June these visitors return through 
Jeida te their native countries. A close cheek on the numbers of foreign 
Pilgrims visiting the country, their netionelity, dates ef arrival and 
departure sre kept by the Hed jas Goverment, by steamship eompanices, arid 
w the foreign Gengulates in Jeida heving supervision over those of their 
nationality er under their protection. 


During the years 1927, 1928 and 1929, 1S ,000, 10U,000, and 686,000 
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foreign pilgrims reapectively entered the country through Jeuda,. This 
gives an everage of about 106,00 for these three yeers. Besides this 
aumber 25,006 to 52,000 pilgrims from verious parts of the | ingdom of 
the Hedjes go te Mecoe by various means of trevele 

Foreign pilgrims, before entéring the Hedjas, are subjecteu to 
strict querantine regulations at the following ports: Tor, losate. on 
the eastern side of the Gulf of Sugs, the island of Camaran off the coast 
ef the Yemen and Suakinm, 30 miles south of Port sudan. buring 1929 the 
66,000 foreign pilgrius came through these three ports in the following 
mumbers: Cemsran, 54,436, Tor 39,506, and svueakim 3,866. Pilgrims 
fyem Berth africa, igypt, Turkey, Persia, iyria and Palestine ,ess throush 
for, Javanese, ualaye, Phillipines, Indians end frem other parts of jhe 
Par dest as well as from the Persian Gulf and the east eorst of Africa 
Velew the Sudem pases through Camaran; these from the Sudan, Central 
Afvies enter Jeidea through fakin. The 687,662 foreign pilgrims visiting 
the Nedjas through Jeida during the 1929 season came from 35 different 


countries in the folluwing order socording to numberss 


Sea.1282 Jenson Round for Jevda. 

debsopeL by weber 
2-gyptiens 118,266 
3-indiens 14,78 
4~Pereians 6,290 
5-Valays 6,462 
6Centrel Africans 2,642 
7~Algerians 2,023 
GA fghans 1,604 
P-Arabs 1,62) 
10-Tuni sians 1,619 
1l-ayriens 1,we 
13-lrekians 723 
14-Palestinians 561 
16-iereccens 410 


Soenial Revert. .o dhe Pel’. 


16-Pail lipines 310 
1%-Turks a4 
16-4 byesinians 173 
i s-BoMRarana bu 


Ghinese, he Senegalese, Yerba, Jouth- ) 


Afvheeme, Belushis, Rumeniens, Somalis, Turec- ) 
pane, Bulgers, Greexs, Nigerians, albanians, ) 
Yeueness, iritreens, — 


One of the min veason for the establishing of & number of Legstions 
and Joneulswe eo: Jedda of the pringipal surepean and Asiatic powers is 
for the purpose of xeeping © close supervision over the welfare of these 
pilgrims. fur instanee, the authorities in slgiers, soreece, and Twiis 
insist that every pilgrim going to Mecce frum these celunies be required 
to produse a round-trip ticket, show that he has « minimm ef iv ,000 
france fer his trip, prod use evidenee that his family hus been provided 
for during his absenge and he hinself must sign & stetement agreeing to 
return to his countsy within sia mnths efter departure. ilgrine from 
Duteh selonies must produce similar evidense and eaph one peys a tex 
of Lefel toward a fund for stranded pilyri::s under Duteh protection. 

it is eetinsted that ereh foreign pilgri.. epends on on average in 
the country the equivalent of 3200. so thet from 420,000,000 te $26,000,000 
is left in the country every year through this souree of revenue. it 
is seid that st least (Di of pilgrims bound for teces trevel from Jedda 
to Meece by motor transport and that 20% of all visiters go to veiiaa 


ell of whom travel by the seme method. The ‘ied jas Government levies a 


_Suenia) Rewari Jas le pol8, 
quarantine tex of 116 igyptian Piasters equivalent te 96.80 on every 
pilgrix entering the countsy. This, therefore, yields a revenue of 
spprominately 9660,000 yearly, The eost of s seat in abuse or possenger 
eer from Jeddée to Mesce is 120 sgyptian viesters er 4. of whieh the 
Hedjas Gevernment receives 404. he fare from Jéedda or Mecca to veiina 
for the rouni-trip veries from L.éol2 te Leielé according to whether the 
trip is made et the beginning, middle er end of the season. Upon each 
of these fares the Hed jes Gevernment levies & tax of Leieé, equivalent 
to about 530.00, so thet its revenue from theee two sources my be esti- 
mated at 460,000 yearly on the bacis of 100,000 pilgrius. The total 
government reveme free pilgrius frem all sources is caleulate. at about 
38,000,000 poorly whieh eo roughly 40% of its total ineome and is about 
equal to that derived from eustoms reseipts. During pre-war days in the 
Hedjas pilgeria visitore were robbed and tamed indiseriminately anc they 
suffered fyem stervation and destitution. The present regive, however, 
has edepted very stringent measures te protest their life and property 
amd it is enld, they een now trevel over the reguler routes without feer 
of being molested or rovbed. 

26-eter Yehieles em sgpeneeries, importation of moter vehicles into the Nei jaz 
was firet inepired ty their use in the pilgrim traffic. the firet motor 
vehisles ef which quy record was mpt were inperted inte the ington 
dering the latter pert of 1986. From December 1926 to Jemmary 1930 
& total of 1,476 unite wape imported of whieh 965 were in circulation 
om the latter dete. Of these 676 were used in the trausportation of 
pilgrims, 167 being passenger ears and the 491 buses Of various capacities 
with bBedies built losally on imported trusk chessis. The fact thet these 


vehieles which must negotiate difficult, roeky and san’y routes are 100.» 


PpelBe 


os 
7 


@¢ Amevisen memnfasture is eo tribute te the sturdiness and durability 


& lew vequives that pilerinus may only be carried by 


eeechly esustiteted qradicetes each owning and operating o miniwm of 


ef theese cere. 


@irty automotive vehicles. <All ef these trensportetion companies are 
contsvhled entizely Wy untive Moslem eepital. 


Usually cwmere of one or 


At the beginming of each 


more vehicles cenbine te form cush eo company. 
pilgrim cunesn all vehicles engaged in this traffic mst be thoroughly 


A list 








teoted by the engineers cpereting the coutenasy plant in Jedéda. 

ohoving the nemes of the twenty companics engaged in pilgrim moter trans- 
port during the 1929 ~ 1930 seecen showing the unite ownei Ww each con 
pany emi the padsonger eapesity of cech vehicle, which is strictly con 
ewelled end veguleted by the Goverament, ie as fellows: 
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Those compenies having under thirty wnites at the tine of inspection 
sre obliged either te purehase edditioneal vehieles or borrow them from other 


eompenios before the pilgrim transportation begins. On the two days trip 

to Medina the Goverument requires that cers or buses mst go in icieiiien BAL 
thet eseh group ef fifteen must be accompanied by an empty bus te take care 
of pessengere sivented os route. very vehisle must carry two apare tires 
and eight tubes. Ae vehieles devoted to pilgrim traneport compese over 70% 
eof the tetal in eirevletion the best selling season ie during the two er three 
months prier to the arrivel of pilgrims, er during the months of sovember, 
Decesbery ami January. A few pilgrim travellers cling te the eenel earevan 
because it is cheaper end the poorest make the trip om foot. The Hed jes 
eameleers groan long and luwily et the invasion by the motor eer of their 
age-0ld monopoly. Often their couplaints heve reached the ears of Govern- 
ment officials whe heve stepped #11 motor trenagert fer a short peried dur- 
ing the seasen te give these camel drivere a chence. The camei is, however, 
bound te gee it is emly a question of time. 

Mext te these meter trensport syndicates the largest single pureheser 
and owner of motor vehicles is the Gevernzment. it is estimmted that between 
Desenber 1986 end January 1930 about 52D unite were wld to the Governrent of 
which approximately 240 are now in eireulation. (Of this number it may be 
eeleuleted thet 180 are trusks and buses and #% are passenger ears. The 
King end high government officials are owners ef at least thirty hirh-prieed 
passenger cers of both duropean and Awericen manufecture especially built 
and equipped fer desert travel. Pricer te the advent of the eutomobile the 
King end the paramount desert rulers trevelied over their doreins followed 


by vetinues of lesser tribal leaders and essorts up te one hundred in number. 
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im these Geys the heves or conw) was the only means of tyevel. ‘hea 
high-powered moter ears were found by these chiefs te be the most rep id 
moans of getting about their followers om herse beck were soon cutdistanse. 
and they were obliges te buy their own “devils' carriages” in order te 
keep up with the party. Tedey 10 is neo unsemmon sight te witness a fleet 
of thirty or forty care ecvompanying the King or other high State dignitarics 
en 6 epece country trip ef several hundred miles. 

the third outlet for sales of sutemetive vehicles outside of motor trans- 
port companies end Govermment purchases is te private owners. It te eatin 
ete thet there eve met over thirty-five te fifty individual ewners in the 
Hed jes end these consist meetly of members of foreign Legtiens and Consulates 
foreign importers end auporters lveated in Jedde and a fow weelthy mative 
me rehent ae 

in 1927 about 176 vehicles were imported inte the Hedjes while the yeer 
1989 ghewed figures estimates at 455 units,or am insrease of nearly 300%. 
Of the mumber in civeulation on January 1, 1980, it is estiumted that 582) 
were buses, 502 passenger care and YO truske.  f this total 62% were of 
Anerigan meumfecture. The total imports of automotive vehicles, spare parts, 
agesesories, tives and tubes during 1529 are enleulated at 690,000 in velus, 
ef whieh approximately $415,000, - 70% were of of Amerigen manufss ture. 

27-ygter Yebiahen ia Bebeein, 7 the island of Behrein in the Persian Gulf, 

@ Britigh rreotesterate aud bess ef epeyetionse in the Guif, there were regis- 
tered om January 1, 1980, 142 automotive vehicles, as feblewe: 


arepeen 

Paseeneer Care. lruaka feted 
l= Fiat 12 o 1 
2-Herris Cowley 

end Onferé 4 8 4 
S-Welseiey g t & 
4-Opel a u 1 
5-Citreen a Q 1 
belnnd a u i 
7~Del inger a o 1 
hh n@lepe EE a Le eT: eae 
fetel Marep. 22 e 22 


Behvein is only about fifteen miles long and as it is enly a few miles 
eff shere end cppesite the port of Ukatr, these cers, owned prinusipally 
by weelthy peer] merehants living on the islend, are used mostly on the 
mainlend in the provinse ef i] Heses. Adding these te those in cireulation 
in the Hedjes the uumber is brought up to sbeut 1,100. 

dhe freight rete on mter vehicles frem New York to Jevde with trene- 
chipment at some intermediery port, usually Port G@id or jues, is sbdout 
116.00 por ton weight or measurement. Provided a shipment of forty unite 
or an equivelent freight value in other ecerge may be ebtsined for Jedés, 
Amerieen ecarge lines passing through the Red sea will stop et Jedés, in 
whieh ease, freight retes for the direst shipment ere correspondiggly re- 
aused « 

Some transhipments sre made via Port Sudan te Jedday rates on the 
Khedieval Line which hese @ ten day cervies between these we porte being 


ae follows: 


Snetia) Tenors ahs podd. 





aia ¢ poocenger sare trusk ehassis, boxed, per 7 walt, S00 sé. Piasterea 
an * mounted, “oOo ”* 
strats, 3 2/8 v0 3 tone bomed, per 40 cuble feet. 20 Shillings 
@frueks, 3 @ 4 tens, 2 aC" 
Soiztess, 4 te & tons “ . bs xa °* 
6-Genesel carge, por ton u/n 4 %.Piseters 


Ae there are voguler ant G$heet sailizgs from Antwerp, Nawburg ond © 
ether Surepeen porte whore Ampricen Assembly plante are leseted wuieker 
shipments ean be mnde of motor vehicles then frem American ports and the 
Sveight mte is frum $20. to 0. per unit cheaper. Ferhape 60% of eli 
Ameriesn eutemstive vehicles imported inte the Hedjas ave miipped from 
Conetantineple, igyptien oy surupeas porte where esserbly plents ere icse ted. 

Customs dues ami lighterage charges heave clresty seen referred te in 
this report. 

the Hedjas Geverument levies anmeual registyvatien fees un all vehiosos 


iu elveulation of 1.Bo30. on passenger care aad 1.4.15. om trucks and vuses 


the Re@jas and there is no demand for them. Pacsouges care for publie hire, 
beleuging te the pilgrim transport ayudieates sre 100f open and about 20%; 
are of seven passenger enpesity. Of the O78 verivloc.: ceylutered for musr 
tramapert om Jamuary 1, 1930, 187 were pesceuger ears. Of the former figure 
all but 98 eoivisted ef we well-known and lew price care and trusks of 
Amerieen srnefes ture. (2) ena (2) 

A few elesed cere, both of American and sarojvan Loamfacture, were im 
ported for the first time in 1929 for sales to the yovegmmmus er privare 
owmers. It has beem found that they are protected aginst dveert sand 
eoterms and are mre comforteble for night treveling. 


(1) Ghevrolet 376; New Yoris 159, Old rords 63. 


Speeie) Report Me. ibs Pe 24. 


fhe average life of e eer is fur two pilgrim seasons with perhseps 
10% lasting out @ third sesson. when nething more can be got out of 
them they sre stripped and abendone: as junk, There is no merket for 
used esre ond none is anticipeted. Finety per cent of all ears for hire 
are in use oaly during the siz months of the pilrrim season, being packed 
up and storec when not in circulation. (See my 4 and f Note o.39 of april 
1, 1930, for itemised details of mes.) 

20-saree) for deter Buses: Ase already stated these are used slmost entirely 

in the trensporteation of pilgrims. Truck chassis, mostly American emi of 
1 to 2-tons capacity are imported and bodies ere built loeally in Jedda, 
all more oF less of a otendnne form and method of construction, on Jenuary 
1, 1980, 491 buses from nine to eighteen passenger capacity were registerca 
ané found £18 for service during the 1929 - 1930 pilgrim season. They were 
all ef Amprican mauufseture and with the emeptien of shout 60 units were 
ef two well-known makes. (1) 

The life ef a bus is about that of es passenger car, end, 8s rougily 
500 unite are sufficient to take Gere of average pilerim seasons, saving 
replenishment of stocks estivated st 200 yearly, there will be no additional 
outlets until the trans-country highweys, east ani weet and north and south, 
are made suitable iy over them. About the only sales of 
used buses are between the transportation syndicates to bring their units 
up to the required «uote. 

Duving the 1929 season reeeipts of the twenty transport comanies from 


pilgrim transport, over ani above Ghe governme:t's share of /640,000, is 





(1) Word and OGhevrolet. 


Snepia) Bemeri.. ibe ped. 


eeleulated at roughly §1,000,000,. or an average of 60,000 per ayndie 
eatee This is equivalent to about $1,800 per unit in service. 

30-iaxyeet for Tryake, it is estimate: thet on January 1, 1930, there were | 
about 70 trucks in eireulation fer trensporte ion of merchandise, mstly 
owned and operated by the government and of which about 80% were of 
American mamfseture. (Chevrolet, ford, Graham, 6.1.0., ‘tudebaker, 
Hudson.) They are mostly of 1 - &tons capacity. 

When erose-country roads sre built or improved individuals and com,an- 
fes will engage in moter transport, © demand for more and heivier 6: ,socity 
trucks will be etiaulated and 6 situation somewhst similar te that of Persia, 
namely long heuls by motor, will be crested. Until trueks can uake 160 
miles per dey,the saving in time and expense of transportation of merehan- 
diese from Persia and India to Jeida, is problemetieal end would require 
further study and exemination. 4s in passenger ears the only suropean 
Compe titer ef american trueks aud buses in the Hedjas is the Vist. 

There are eight American manufacturers of passenger cers, trucks and 
buses direotly represented in the Hedjas by distributors at Jeuda and the 
égyptien Gistributors of two other manufacturers have made ssles in the King- 
dom, Fourteen American makes of passenger cars and seven trueks are liste« 
in the registretions queng«iumepeeuxcmemm@estumemes§= in the King’s gerage 
and owned by important officials and parsmount desert chiefs sre six different 

Ame rican 
wakes of high-priced cars, a total of some ten units. 
Qonfidential: j§ They ere Lincolns, frankline, Peckerds, Oadilisos, ls dalle, 


and two Pierce-arrows have just been ordered by the Studebaker distributor. 
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Among Suropean manufacturers ouly Fiat aud bunber cars and spa and Fiat 
Trucks are direetly represented in Je.da. Purchases uf %0lls—oyce, Daimler, 
Mercedes and a few other high-priced turopean makes have been made by the 
government for the use of its officials @irect from the factories. 

Registrations of cars and truoxs during the first three months of 1930 
in the Hedjes were 13%) units of whieh 11 were for ,rivate owners and of the 
belance 62 for the government and 57 for motor transport ayndicates. They 
were @s follows: Fiat 66, Spa trueks 6, four Ameriean makes respectively: 
32, 26, 12, and 3. (1) Theat more Fiets were sold than any single american 
meke is due partly to the fact the local dealer sold on a 7% profit margin 
and on long terms of credit. Most of them were purchased by the government, 
one single order being for fifteen 2 1/4 ton Fiat trucks at L.%e214 eaeh and 
one Fiat Sedan at 1.8480 - a.ief. Jedda, 


strietiy Gonfidentigi: (it is reported that of the above 7% profit 3.6% 
went to sheik Gaddik in eharge of the Royal Oserace who ,»aeses on all govern- 
ment purchases of automotive equipment. i was also informed while i was in 
Jedde during Mareh by the Chevrolet and ford distributors that the reason why 
the government had confined ite purchases prectieully entirely to wropean 
makes was beeause King Ibn Jaud had given orders that purchases of American 
vehicles by the guvernment were to be stopped or greatly curtaileu as a pro- 
test against the refusal of the United States to recognise his gévermment 
and to send ecoredited representative to Jidda. This was cgain cuonfirme 
to me by tndaBhacer of the Pord @istributor at Jeida, (Sharqieh itd.) who 
passed through Osiro early in June.) 


Sl-Market for Motersyeles: There are only three mtoreycles in the Hedjes all 
of British manufacture, the B.i.a. which is represented at Jedde as well as 
Rortens, by a foreign i:porter. They are owned by private individuals. fhe 
government might be induced to make a trial of a few moteurcyeles iu certain of 
its departments but the advautages of their use as agsinst low-priced passenger 
osrs at somewhat higher prices would have first to be effectively dem :istrated. 


(1) Above were Ghevrolet, Ford, Hudson-iissex and .tudebseker. 


pee Aa) Raper! Manhhe pe8?. 


The ageney of ® weis-known Americen motorcycle was resently pleced with 
& prominent native firm at Jedaa in close towh with governuent authozitics 
and = trial omer of ene machine with side ear has been placed. The results 
of this will mot be known until later. . 
32~yareet for Beplaeement Perks. Aceeaseriosn ana Oprege jcuipment: imports during 
and 
1929 of spare parte, sseessorice inte the Hed jas were estimated to ve about 
990,000 in value, eyuivalent te 80% of the value ef sutemoetive wits during 
the same peried. Of the emount 465,700 or 70% is eredited to american 
produstse. The heaving on hand by dealers of ample stoek of apare and re- 
placement parts for all vehicles in commission, partieulerly prier to ant 
during the pilgrim season, is a very cesential and necessary yeint. sot ouly 
heave certain lesal distributors overlooked this feature of their business 
but also some American manufesturers have been very negligent in the pest 
in delaying the chipping of spare parts ordered seo thet they arrived well 
after the beginning of the pilgrim season end dosens of vehicles have been 
1aié up ond unable te circulate just when they were most needed. (1) 

On the other hand, one prominent American manufacturer was obliged to 
withdrew hie agensy from a losal distributer, where unites sales were quite 
eatisfestery, vbeeause he continually failed te keep on hand an adequate 
eteck of epares and te give proper and efficient service to his cliente. (8) 

Gar end trusk manufesturers who leter obtain distributors in the He. jas 
chould insist thet eutemotive vehicles be sesompanied by essential spares 
equal te from 5% te 10% of the e.i.f. unit purehase prices. The Hoyal Garage 
where the cars of the Royal family and government are mept, over 200 unite, 
has @ firly moderately equipped service station with a staff of fairly effi- 


gient. meshanies supervieed by O ceneen Saperhe 
(1) BDedge;s (2) General Motere; Van de Poll & 00. 


Geena) Demers ohn Po26. 

Outside of the repair and service stations operated by twe or three 
of the most prominent distributors where work Gan be reasonebly, quickly 
ami effieientiy done there are no modern estabdlighments in the country. 
Although few service sypliampes are in use a food potential mriet inisinn 
for sueh articles as hoists and cranes, brake relining maghines, electric 
tools when power is svailable, service rus ways, towing and wresking ap- 
paratus, ote.  Vgteide of peshape horns, wind ghiela cleaners and tire 
Pumps the market for the usual secessories is Very ampli and will be for 
oom tine. 

There are no filling er street service stations in the soumtry. Oars 
and trusks bound for the interior are equipped with apesial tanke for extra 
water end gacclene oni they ere obliged by lew te be provided with the 
mans of repairing breek-downs, if not for serious, when trénsporting pes- 
seugere. 

There are, lixewise, no large dealers importing direst end syeeisi- 
ieing ezelusively in escessories and garage equi:ment but in Jeda, seece, 
Medina end Yambo are any number of hole-in-the-wall merchants whe carry 
stoeks,as sub-agente or for their own ascount, of spares and replacement 
p®rte of the Ampricen care and trucks wmestly in cireulation. eslers 
Claim that seme of these have been able to buy directly from the factories 
eonserned, Ag & gpnere] rule emessive prices for spares are cherged by 
these petty dealers during the height of the season when 811 of the syndi- 
eates ere working full tins. 

33~femm of Sake ond Fimeneing Gharepa; About 16% of cers and truck chassis 
are cold for all cauhe For the balance initial payments of frum 26% to 
60% ave taken with the vemsinder to peid in full during the following six 
mu NthS. 


Meiieh Deri | eR. 


Gme prominent distributor has adopted the follewing seule for his 


eagh end eredit seles. it will be moted thet there is a differenee of 
about 20% between his ooief. Jedda and ox-store prices. 


THARTONS. 
az Stere Sagh 10188. Lel 8S 
Tvede 5% Led 7S 
Treée 10% Lel6? 
Cole Pe JGuda Cash el BS 
Syade 55 ol 47 
Juatelimnis. 


if 60% Deposit paid on delivery add i..l.Sfor every month 
if 26% Deposit paid om delivery add 1..2 1/4 for every month. 


a Dye Ooah Lol 
Trade 84 uel 80 
fence 1p bel VO 

Geico Fe Jodda Cagh bel 
guee beh bB 
Trede ls bob 45 

ABS DAL AUE DLs 


kf GOS Deposit paid on delivery add i.1 1/2 for every month. 
if 2h% Deposit paid on delivery edd 1.2 1/4 for every month. 





(3) Foré,fvem dmarqieh, Lt. 


suamal sag 3h p30 


Other dealers work on mere oF lene the same dasis. 

a desler must get « lifeense frum the government cx2 jay the customary 
fee for eagh wait imported before he ean clear through the custems, shea 
wold he givee the engine ana chassis umusbers to tne authorities else the 
meme of tag buyer who wWakea over the license in is veme paying the dealer 
the amount sivewed. 

im Gave Of defaulted payawnts ne legal recourse Gun forse an owner to 
pay ee only the Keren Lew preveils drafts are ust lege) and the prynent of 
interest is net euuntenanses. ‘srs my, however, be repeeseseed and the 
effenter pat in priahe er otherwise memerily dealt with. 

(the ehamges of eo Christian distributer seeuring re-pusne esior. 
of a ear in berg om khedinag from @ Yeslem buyer are rather remote unless his 


eonnes tions with the »roper setive officials ere sufficiently coraial and 
intisate in whieh event the arm of the iaw is song, heavy and speey. The 
A emt Bas the reputation of being «© slew but eventuslily eure payer. 
degree to which the negutisating government offieial :.a0 wed of nie eve 
mieeien has mash, if not everything, te do with the actual tive ef the fice) 


) 
With thyee or four exeeptiuns, listed seperetely, in view of the fet 
that ler have te pay the Guty @s well os return expenses in cacs 
of refusal, it is suggested that muenufseturers secure ot least one third essh 
in end the balance ageinnt doeunmente, Jedda, or, et leant, where 
@iipments ave rade through Port aid or ‘ves, doeumentese could be sont to « 


nave @t these perte whe Gan arrange these details if they are given 
oaffie advance aotice by the shipper. 

Senfidential, for all finawiel trensestions ot Jo.de the beameh there of tne 
Wetheriende Jenking Corporation is the safest oud msi setisfactory inter- 
andiexng. There are afew inatences where the Uirvetor of Custous nas, 
intentionally ey wiintentionslly, relessed shipments to sousigwes witnout 
prodvetion of the necessary dueumente held by the ban«. 

MT Although exact figures are leeking it is «uti ates ty the 
CM PIUIECCT PA: gett Seslere te Jet arrdting tires and tubes BHM, during 1929 about 
auplecr: 10,000 excsince and 30,000 tabes were tuperte!. The total a.i.f. velue is 
etleulated st 106,000, the da riean share ef which, whe ther shipped 4i reat 
or from curopea: planta, ie plasei st 64,000. This le acuivelest to 6B. 
@bECIV BEBOBL O° : : 


LOL «47 


atti Seem ih pe 32 


ef the valus ef autometive vehicles imports during the same peried. 
Om the basis of 966 wnits in eireuletion this mkea sbeut ten casings 


and thirty tubes used per year. in view of the lack or bet state of 


vehigles Wy eaveless Grivers this averuge ie about correst. 


the mect popular sises are 29 = 460; BO 2 5.3 Sl x 5.25 and d2x6. 
Retekl selling prises duty paid in Mareh, 1930, of the Various Surepean 





ali =. re n Ma 66 Leland 
anplece: as Sb 36 Ww iol hho 


G-Firelli ee ts) aS bel dt-0 
@-ameriean Maxs 4) a hol<0=0 
nO _____ Cqonmesa) - (pere) 


The Pound sterling is converted at 40066 and the"Ghursh Miri” at 0.0464 
@bECIV’ BEbOBL “UO 


KROL 4iT 


Seeaial Jevert 2 Ade Pe 32 


Pereentage of enles of the five curepeen and we Amegricen wakes during 
1989 were estianted to be as follows: xishelin 0S 4 (1) amevioun wake 15i¢ 
(2) Amewiean sake 164; Figelli 1044 end Comtinentai, Jumlop and dnglevert 
together the ress ining Wie 

Govesnmen} purchases amount te about Ab, of the tetel or 3,600 tires amd 
7,800 qukes yearly. during March, 199, © distributer ef ane ef the American 
eonpenieos eueured & gpveramnt order for 1,000 tiven and 4,000 tubes, over 
40h of ite sumel requirensnts, intications up te June let show thet imor 
toon Companies will in 1980 capture at least 0) of total tire business in 
the sountry. 

4 Gexmmn chep in Jetde hae ingertes a few Peters Usher tives ant iussian 
Soviet vesesle heve brought in ane oF wo empll trial eousigumente the 
Brigoliuk effeved on ¢ mileege guarantee besie. 

Stegkes Gre vewslly high during January end Pobyunsy, Very high during 
Waweh, Agwhl end firet half of May, the best pilaria maths anf from Jum to 
teoeuber they grew less fren wenth to senth. 

there ave ue vuleeuliding ov efficient tive repairing chops in the fed jas. 
Ae esen ae tires ave bediy é4amaged they are thrown away even though they ere 
im vepedrable condition aad have more mileage in then. 

With a wore inteusive couvessigg of this sere or less untapped werket 
om the part of Amevieen sanufagturers thpough Rooal importers it is felt that, 
ty opening up new lines am insveasing sales of Ameriean produsts now in use, 
EE OR, Sy SE RENN Hh POF een eee aE EEM 


@npusi¢feg pa: 
Although off the beaten track anf net blessed with very eatisfastery living 


enceapantions Jede should be vighted oftener ant hy nove vepyyggutatives of 


(ata) 


smevigan firms. ques whe have been Geese Reve met wbth supesess 
@bECIVI BEBOBL UO 
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anplece: 


PBB. 
deeded BARAT) U8. Abe 


the goverucent cheulé be selicite: through persenel visits as it is an | 
importent ent heavy Weyer. Te writer ao: a vosent trip to Jedda wae obligs 
te place several new Amerignn agensics merely Wy questioning leeal importers 
ap to the useée aud vequiveumtes of the coutey oul 0 mumber Of posi bilitics 
im now lines were epemee we = A Miat of these with with Gutieeted tricl otiee 
éuying the fiyst year is hesewith sttaghed. 

2 vegiiae wentily chipeente of aay 16 tone fren sthantic ports directly 
to Jedée could be axeured doubtless o steamship line, s mnthiy itinerary 
through the Bek Sen could be infused to eaee Jefia 8 regular port of cali. 

A leseh egmmt couls eptiest Wuniuess emi sesehente would be eopuved of the 
seme regular seyviese as they now receive frem iuropeen tnd Kediterranean porte. 

Liste of the lenting iaperters ont serehentes of the nedges wd w-te-dae 
commogiol aul fimensieh infomation on cash of them is new on Gin file with 
the sureeu and uy be pad upen request. 


en ere eee (Lisi) 
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Number 35 Caire, Egypt: April 1, 1930. 


Ralph F. Chesbrough Automotive Trade Commissioner to the 


Near East. 


Subject: Registrations ef Automotive Vehicles by Makes and Catagories 
in the Kingdom of the Hedjas, Arabia, on January 1, 1930. 


Sources: Information secured from Director of Customs and by calls on 
motor ear dealers in Jedda between March 1 and 7, 1330. 


The first motor vehicles of which any record was kept were imported 


into the Kingdom of the Hedjaz in December, 1926. Impvrts, retirements, 
and units registered on January 1, 1930, are estimated to beas follows: 


——_Catagory Imports between Hetinated re- Estimated Regis- 
December, 1926, tirementsfrom trations, Jane, 1, 
and Jans 1930. Dees 1926, to 19300 


: January, 1930 
1-For transportation 

of pilgrims by auth- 

orised companies-- 1,655 377 678 (this figure 

exact ) 

2-Purchased by Government 

departments and King’s 

Houshold------------- 370 130 240 Eetimated 
3-Private owners---~~-- 50 15 35 

Totale----- 1,475 522 953 


The number ofpassenger cars and trucks and buses listed below as 
registered by companies authorized tot ransportpil rimsis correct because 
these companies were all obliged to have their units tested and re-registered 
in January, 1930, by a British engineering company in Jedda and their figures 
given below may be relied upon. The figures in the other two colums are 
fairly cl-se estimates: These figures are as of January 1, 1930. 

Passenger cars 
Pilgrim Companies Government Erivate 
1-Chevrolets, new Fords 
Buicks, Hudsons, Essex, 


Nash, Overlands, etc-- 152 


2-Dod ge---------. --2- -- 2 
Next pages 185 


Nuaber 39 
Passenger Care 
Makes -s Government Private Total 
FROM preceding page 185 
3-American make----- 2 2 
4american makes, ostinated 65 17 82 
5-Zuropean ." 8 
Total passenger cars 187 90 25 302 
Trugks and Buses 
1-Chevrolets------ 316 316 
2-Ford, Model 4---53 
Ford Model A---81 134 134 
3-Dodge-Graham-~---- 34 34 
4-G.M.C. EE IS ES ee 5 5 
5-Stude baker ----- --- 2 1 
6-Unknown----------- 1 4 
JeAmerican makes, aathmated llo 110 
8-European " 40 40 
Q-American makes " 7 7 7 
10-Turopean “ a A 3 2 
Total trucke and buses 1 150 10 
651 
Passenger cars-------- 187 90 a 
Total-- oe — 
Motor cycles(all British) “3 
Total -- SL ae z 
European O Passenger 25 
truck-bus 401 65 ; - 
‘ -cycles 3 L 
- American 678 175 24 877 
American pereentaze of total 100% 73% 63% 822 
Passenger Cars Buses as 8 a Total 
American 269 551 877 
European 33 36 1 2 
Total 302 581 


NOTE: I spent from March lst to 8th, 1930, in Jedda, makin, visits upon all 
automotive dealers, government officials, banks, etc. and the information I 
obtained will be later transmitted to the Bureau from Cairo upon my return there 
end ef April in the form of separate seports. 


O-Alreplenes 10 7000. 
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Savermment jetiueee of 2etei Deve: 10 of the Kington 
ot the behjos, Voring 3520, 
Ravemmen from Pilerime "esis 100,000. 





I 
P.B.116 or $5.00 levied on 
WEE TERN cthapteenesnerrcrerereee que ,000, 
ag 
a3i Quatone Bepemmags, Wh of $5,000,000 (est) 5,000,000. 
a tithes and ether scurces 
of e Getimeted 1.4. 250,000. —- 
Potal istimteac--—- 3 7,223, 700. 
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BRTIMATE ce VALUE OF Silecd DURIME 2929 OF PHINCTEAL IMPORTERS OF 


Ses OF TE eas. 
mgr 4 @ 2,000,000 $ 730,000, @ 440,000: $ 100,000: ieatich. Re 
asnhties Hl % 
Geil, Dodge, Goodyr 








ho Searquieh, 148 
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l-iecent Bistery 


RGVoogrephy 

S-rhyeienl Charecteristies 

4-foreign epreseutat lon 

S-Generel lnperte and tuperts. 
émeriqan Shere ef inperie 

é-tetinated Jdovermeent sevenues 

Pooh ipp ing 

S-Gestense Dui ice 

S~Lighterage Charges 


lji-Benke 

1 Ro-sallweye 

id-Acede ané “ighwaye 

14-41 replenes 

18-Telephone ené Yirelees tyaten 
ié-tivelese Siation end Cable Line 
iv-Cendensing Plente 

18-Public Sorke 

ls-Agricultare] Soehinery 

M-Lighting and Power Planis 

t)°F anpe 

a-tlestrie sefrigerstore 
tS-Prehibitive i rileles 

84-41) end Petrelens /redacte 

e8—The Pilgria Freffie 

26-teteor Vebieles and Agceseoricos 
a¥-tieter Vehicles on the lslené of Sahreia 
-~derket for Passenger Sere and ‘racks 
-Seryket for teter Buses 

S0-erket fer tracks 

Si~iarket for “etoreyeics 

St-Leywet for Aepleavenent Paris, <ecessorics ond Jeorege “quipwent 
SS~-Terns of Yale end Fintacing Sherges 
Me-Herket fer Tires and Tubes 
SB-Coneslasion - pages 39 and 55, 








l~ig4et of Betinated 0.1.72 Value of Setal lmpertes inte the Bedjas in 1923 
in Categerieos in which Amerietn Preduets Rave Participates. - ¥ 





S-Yalue ef Seles Dering 1989 of Frineipal lupertere ef the Kingdes of the Hed jes. 
Rage.f. 








S~Ret imate ef Tete) Gevermeent Sevenne of the Tingéew of the Hedjas During 
1929 Page.d, 
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G-Gephes of Letters of Counlites for the Study of Develppeent Sahemes of the 
Hedjes, « Tage lt, 





insemh iam 1000) lem. third i ine, sage J. 


the Servitel Maritini, Italien, enlie regularly a detée every two weeks 
end other Italian lines eeesslonsliy when business offers. 


Jumemhion.tatohion. ine sates pigs fie. 


Mariy in April of Whie poor the gevermecnt receives sinteen Fiet trucks end 
ein Geten Meuele tracke. ‘The istter are the fivet waite of this eapecity 
to enter the count ry. 
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5! The Secretary of State, 


Washington. 
Sir, 
I bays the honor to refer to the Legation's despatch 
No. 435/and to earlier despatches in the matter of the pro- 


posed recognition by the United States of the Kingdom of the 


Hejaz and Nejd and its Dependencies. 
One of the principal considerations upon which a decision 


in this matter must necessarily be based is, of course, 4 


belief ce 


«Qe 


belief in the permananoy of the regime established ad King 
Ibn Saud. On this point I have recently obtained and will 
endeavor to report herein the interesting and, I believe, 
valuable comment of Mr. Mervyn la sp6nne11, now on special 
mission for the British Government to endeavor to reach with 
King Ibn Saud an agreement regarding outstanding boundary 
questions between his government and those of Iraq and Trans- 
jordan. I take it that these negotiations may be considered 
@s a continuation of the unsuccessful "conversations" which 
took place between King Ibn Saud and Sir Gilbert Clayton at 
Jidda in May and August 1928. 

Mre MacDonnell served from 1905 till after the War in 
various civil service posts in the Sudan and in this country. 
During the war, commissioned a Major in the British Army, 
he was closely associated with Clayton in the intelligence 
work of the Arab Bureau in Cairo, and it was, I understand, 
largely due to his efforts that the Egyptian Frontiers 
Districts Administration was formed and operated as a 
separate unit under British officers. After the War he 
was appointed and served as High Commissi oner of the League 
of Nations at Danzig. He has many friends in this country 
and is greatly admired because of his personal charm of 
manner which is typically Irish, his ability and his kmowl- 
edge of the peoples and institutions of Egypt and neighboring 
Arab lands. 

Mre MacDonnell left London "with the King's Commission" 


last May and on June 4th arrived in Jeddea where he spent ten 


days @cecceoe 
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days during which he and Sir Arthur Ryan, the newly appointed 
British Minister to the Hejaz, had several conferences with 
King Ibn Saud. 

I have gathered in the course of a number of general 
conversations with Mr. MacDonnell that, as in the case of the 
Clayton negotiations of two years ago, no satisfactary basis 
of understanding was reached either as to the Transjordan- 
Hejaz boundary dispute, the Hejaz Railway question or as to 
details of procedure in the settlement of border questions 
arising out of tribal violations of the Bahra and Hadda 
agreements of 1925 or cf the Treaty of Jidda of May 20, 1927. 
I gather, however, tha’, the door was left open for further 
negotiation and that, in the matter of the Transjordan-Hejaz 
boundary question arrangements were made for certain joint 
studies in situ. 

Following his Jidda conversations, Mr. MacDonnell paid 
a brief visit to Amman, apparently for the purpose of discussing 
with the Transjordan authorities the course of action to be 
followed in the forthcoming studies. And during the better 
part of the past month he has been recuperating in Egypt from 
the effects of his travels. He has had no serious illness 
but found himself in a generally rundown condition. He is now 
holding himself in readiness to return to Transjordan as soon 
as he receives word that King Ibn Saud's representatives have 
left for the Transjordan frontier. 

It is hoped that the Department will find of same interest 
the foregoing paragraphs which are in a sense but introductory 


to be above stated subject of the present despatch, i. ©. 


Mre eccccoee 


Mre MacDonnell's comment as to the permanancy of King Ibn 
Saud's regime. 

Mr. MacDonnell admits quite frankly that, in choosing 
in the first instance to support Sherif Hussein instead of 
Tbn Saud, Great Britain “backed the wrong horse". The latter, 
he is now firmly convinced, is the greatest Arab of the last 
half century - his energy, understanding and ability are 
outstanding, and his personal presence, foroefulness and 
dignity are above those of any Arab leader he has met. In 
short, Ibn Saud's influence with his own people and with the 
Arabs of the Hejaz is today, Mr. MacDonnell believes, so un- 
questionably built om solid foundations that he is able to 
bend them both and their leaders to his own autocratic will. 
He is, too, modern and prog ressive and has the interests 
of his state at heart. "But", Mr. MacDonnell continued, 

"it is a one-man show, and there is absolutely nothing on 
which to base a prognostication that his Kingdom would hold 
together in the event of his death". "Ibn Saud", he added, 
"runs everything himself; keeps every detail of administra- 
tion in his own head; does not and probably could not delegate 
his own authority to others". 

Illustrative of this latter thought Mr. MacDonnell mentioned 
one of the objects of his present mission = he had wished to 
visit in person certain of the border tribes and districts. 

To this Ibn Saud demurred and refused to yield = his orders, 
if given in person, would be obeyed unquestionably, but this 
could not be counted on if commmicated through one of his 
lieutenants. How would the tribal chief know that the Imam 
of all the Wahabis really meant what his messenger might 
report? 

AB ccccvcccce 
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As to the King's two sons who represent him respective- 
ly in Mecca and Riyadh, they are, Mr. MacDonnell said, com- 
paratively young, inexperienced, without their father's per- 
sonal influence and “entirely under his tmmb" - if Ibn Saud 
lives for another decade or so, this state of affairs may be 
changed, but for the time being there is no assurance of 
permanancy. "And though some say", added Mr. MacDonnell, 
"that Ibn Saud is in his early fifties, I rather believe 
he has passed the sixty mark", 

It is interesting to compare the foregoing brief but 
pointed comment of Mr. MacDonnell with the highly optimistic 
views of Mr. 8t. John Philby reported in the Legation's 
earlier despatches on this subject. Mr. MacDonnell, when 
in Jidda, saw the latter and, though holding his abilities 
as en Arabist and student in Arabian politics in high 
esteem, beljeves him to be almost obsessed in his pro-Ibn 
Saud attitude. Mr. MacDonnell does not doubt also the 
truth of the recent report that Philby has turned iioslem; 
and he offered the interesting suggestion that Philby's 
ambition is to become the King's chief political advisor, 

a Moslemized Grand Vizir similar to those European soldiers 
of fortune whose names appear from time to time on the pages 
of medieval Moslem history and whose most recent counterparts 
during the last century were the Frenchman Soliman Pasha of 
Egypt and Kaid McLean of Moroccan fame. 

In conclusion I may add that I asked Mr. MacDonnell in 
passing regarding the rumor of threatened hostilities between 
King Ibn Saud and Imam Yehia, mentioned in the Legation's 

EG LYE Off 1? 
despatches Noss 426 435 of July 18 and August 5, 1950. 
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He replied that it was true that the rumor was current 

at Jidda and that there might be some basis for it. The 
King and the Imam, he added, did not see eye to eye as to 
certain border territory. But as Mre MacDonnell did not 


seem disposed to pursue the subject I did not press it. 
Respectfully yours, 


, George Wadsworth, 
Charge d'affaires ad interime 
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ate 


Lie, ia 
/ { It ad the fact that I hed just draftec ow despatch No. 
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of July 18 touchins on the seme sulject led ie to address 


ast 
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; on July 19 a rather brief scribble to Huston suggesting one 


line of thought on the subject which his ‘nemorandum had not 
if considered. I enclose a copy of my letter to him in the 
thought that you may wish to see, differ with or elaborate it. 


My thought was of course based largely on cc.versatioiis here 


with lire Yrane (reported to the DVepartsaent last year) and on 


/S 


the last paregranh of your instruction No. 100/of Februery 28, 


p& 





last. Should you differ with it I sheuld appreciate yceur 
lettirg me know. 


‘ 7 > 
The Minister and irs. Sunther got off safely day befrre } 

; , 

yesterday, both of them, I think, well meritin;; an extended ©” ; 


i 


leave of absence after the tender ho ks on which +hey have bem 
kept since last January. they had, of course, both plan.ed #: 
/ on returning in the fall to pack up the Cairo house prior t+ 


: Mire dardine's ... 
Paul H,. Alling, “squire, 


Department of State, 
Washington. 


Mre Jardine's arrival. If, however, iir. Jardine arrives as 
early ( September 25) as yourlast telesran sie alii” oe is pos- 
sible that they, cr at least ne, vill not return at all. -re 
“inther's doctor thinks a cure at Baden Baden wil’ thoreushly 
wash out any after effects of his Eryptian typhoid, » d he 
wants too to ret in a Plying viet to his father in «ew Yorke 


If he gets that far, as new ap ears probable, durinr his vresent 


leave, you will, of course, see hin in Washington. 


Sincerely yours, 


= Seana 


George “adsvorthe 


P. 8. If you hear in Washington a rumor which, based on 

George Brandt's transfer, has appare tly origineted here to 

the effect that I am to be sent to Seirut as Yonsul General, 

I hope you will tell ‘hr. Jardine that it is in nce sense of 
OAL 

my starting and that I am locking forward with omeh plessure 

to seeing him here 2s I did on Washington Sunday mornings at 


Burning Tree. 


Enclosure No. le 
(cory) 


Alexandria, “;ypt, 
July 19, 1930. 
Dear Huston, 


The Minister asks me to write you t sav that he han received 
throush AC/C and resd vith mich interest a copy cf your despatch 
Noe 208 of lay 6, 1930, with its interesting enc!osure on the 
recopnition of the Hejaz question. 


Yeur summing up of the case arainst siiultaneous recepnition 
of the Yenen was particularly well pute You may, licwever, be 
interested to learn what I believe te be cne of che primary reasons 
which, at one time at least, tended to formate the Departient's 
thought that reevgnition of the two Arabian kingdoms s..uld be 
simultaneous. 


There is, of course, the verere] proposition that, in the 
formulating of a ew Denart:.ental policy revardin; U.e recently es- 
tablished Arabian states, it voulc be desirable, if only Lo ayaid 
shewing any prefere,ce, to aiuncunce simultaneously decisions to 
recognize both Tbn Saud and the Inan. This you: memorandum arjues 
apainst, at leust by implicatien, effectively. But what I have 
particulsrly in mind is a thoucht expressed by r. “.urles R. vrane 
that we should net recognize Ibn Saud before we do the TInam for the 
reason that the latter, in the opinion of the hisher circles of both 
orthodox and shia Islam, enjoys a far greater prestige. If this te 
s0, it is, I suppese, faire to assume that the Imam, who first 
asked for our recognition, would take no little umbrare were we to 
accord it first to Ibn Saud. ‘nd i: seems hardly worth while to 
risk such umbrage, which might yuite conceivably rankle for years, 
when by delaying a further period of time, simultaneous recognition 
coulc probably be decided upon. 


+ 


We should be interested to lear, infernally your resection to 
this thoucht and particularly an. ap recietion you ‘say be ale to 
form or obtain in Aden as to the reliri’us aspects -* *..e high 
or "far greater p estice" of your :m st neighboring Arabian monarch. 


Sincerely ycurs, 


(signed) George ‘/adswerth, 
Wirst Secretary of Legation. 


Oetober 3 1e3° 


Dear Mr. Minister: 

In @ letter of August 1, 1950, addressed to Mr. Alling 
in this Division, Mr. Wadsworth enclosed a copy of his 
letter of July 19, 1930, to Mr. Huston at Aden, regarding 
the recognition of the Imam of Yemen. The point of view 
which Mr, Wadsworth expressed in that letter undoubtedly 
eothoides with that which the Department hai in mind a year 
or more ago, i. @. that it would be desirable, if and when 
reeognition is extended to one of these Arab leaders, 
simultaneously to recognize the other, 

It is a subject which we have discussed in the Division 
on more than one oecasion and I think that I am correct in 
saying thet our views have been somewhat modified. 

In the first place we have been unable to obtain any 
@efinite information which would tend to confirm Mr. Crane's 
views that the Imm enjoys a far greater prestige, in the 
opinion of the higher etiroles of both Orthodox and Shiah 
Islam, than does Ibn Saud. I believe that in our comments 

on 
The Honorable 
Williem M. Jardine, 
American Minister, 
Cairo. 
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on the despatch which included Mr. Crane's statement we 
inquired whether it was not possible that he had been in- 
fluenced by the Shiah divines im Iraq and by Faisal's ad- 
herents in Baghdéed, both of whom one would expect to be 
eppesed to Ibn Saudi. Whatever may have been the basis for 
Mr. Crane's statement I can only say that we have been unable 
to obtain any confirmation of his views. 

Huston has pointed out in his despateh No. 206, to 
which Mr, Wadsworth referred, some of the reasons which have 
tenfied to influence us to the view that it may not be essen- 
tial to extend recognition to the Imam if ani when Ibn Saui 
is recognisei. Among the more outstanding of these reasons 
are the unsettled boundaries between the Yemen andi the Aden 
Protectorate ani the negligible importance of the Yemen in 
the matter of foreign commerce. 

I am sure that we ghould be glad to have any ideas 
that you may have on the subject andi to receive any suggestions 
that may ocour to you. 

In this general connection we were especially interested 
in the Legation's recent despatch reporting Mr. MaeDonnell‘s 
estimate of the stability of the Ibn Saud régime. It is @ 
repert to which the Department will have to asocord weight 
im arriving at a final decision regarding eventwal reeognition. 

Yours sincerely, 





890 f.01/17 
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Che Authors Club 
48 West Sebenty-sixth Street 
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Mre Paul ii, Alling, JAN 31\ \ es 
Near East Division, eo 
Department of State, > 

ee 


Washington, Dip Ce 


¢ 
My dear Nr. Allg@ng; 
I am cOfing to Washington on the 21st of this month to 
speak at the evening meeting of the Ilational Committee on th: Cause 
and Cure of War, which is to be held at the Hotel Jashington, 


On the following day, the 22nd, I would like to see the Secretary 
of State about certain matters pertaining to Arabia and King Ibn Sa 
which I believe to be of vital interest to the Covernment ami the 
nation, The enclosed clipping will give you an inkling of the subject 








As I have not had the pleasure of knowing personally the Chief of 
the Division, lir,. liurrly , I am writing you to ask him to bring my req 
efore Secretary Stimson and secure an appointment for me. I wold 1 
© return to New York the evening of the 22nd and I hope that the 
appointment can be fixed for that day. 


Secretary Stimson will recall, I think, the Palestinian-American 
legation, headed by me, which he received at the Department last summer, 
Bat there is nothing offivial in connection with my visit this time, 


Please let me have a word from you about the appointment, ‘Vith 
pest wishes, . Very sincerely yours, A 





Jaw 16 1931 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


THE SECRETARY 


la January 13, 1931. 
ply 


Mr.j. Marray: 








The Secretary will be glad 
to see Mr. Rihani on the 22nd. 
Will you kindly arrange the 
time of the appointment with 
the Secretary's office? 

















A.T.K. 






DEPARTMENT OF STATES 


DIVISION OF NEAR EASTER 


January 13, 1931. 
‘ JAN 14 1931 
Mr. Seoretary: 
Dept. of State 

I desire to refer to the remark which I made yesterday 
at the meeting in your office of the Exeoutive Officers 
and Chiefs of Division of the Department to the effect that. 
in all probability you would soon be approached with a re-| 
quest to recognize Ibn Saud King of the Hedjaz and Nejad 
and its Dependencies. 

I am in receipt of a letter, dated January 10, 1931, 
from Mr. Ameen Rihani, an American citizen and without doupt 
the most distinguished authority in this country on Arabia, 
asking me to arrange, if possible, an appointment for him 
to oa11 upon you on Thursday, Jamary 22nd, While Mr. Rihani 
has not divulged the exact purpose of his visit, he states 
that the matters which he intends to discuss are, he believes, 
"of vital interest to the Government and to the Nation." 
I feel reasonably sure that he intends to discuss the @ 
recognition of King Ibn Saud, 

I shall not fail to have prepared and ready for Az 
advance of Mr. Rihani's visit, if you find it possible to ti 
receive him, a memorandum setting forth the full facts of 
the mse, I shall also have a preliminary talk with 
Mr. Rihani and get his first-hand impressions of the situation 


with 


MA 
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with which he is thoroughly familiar. 

You may possibly remember that Mr, Rihani visited you 
shortly after the Palestine disorder of 1929, as the head 
of the Palestinian-American delegation representing the 
Arad side of the case. 


Ry 
Wallace Murray. 


wsu/Gc 


January 14 98). 


Dear Mr. Rihani; 

I have brought your letter of Jamary 10, 1931 to 
the attention of Mr. Murray who has been glad to arrange 
an appointment for you with the Secretary. 

The date which you suggest, January 22nd, is the 
day on which the Secretary receives the foreign diplo- 
matic representatives, and he will be so occupied I fear 
that 1% would be possible for him to give you at best 
only a few minutes. It would be much better, therefore, 
if you could arrange to come down somewhat earlier on 
the preceding day, Wednesday, Jamuary 21st. In the 
expectation that this may be possible, Mr. Murray has 
made a tentative appointment for you with the Secretary 
for 11;00 a.m. on that day. Will you let me know whether 

this 
Mr. Ameen Rihani, 
The Authors Club, 
48 West 76th Street, 
New York Oity. 
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this date will be satisfactory so that we can make the 
appointment definite? 

Myr. Murray would also be glad to have a talk with 
you and he suggests that you might be able to come in 
prier to your appointment with the Seoretary, say at 
10:00 a.m. 

Very ecamrery yours, / 


‘ 
/ \ ye f 

/ “") / Si fi / 
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JAN $3 1931 =f 





In connection with the letter of June 30, 1930, 


addressed to Mr. Gunther by Mr. Ralph F. Chesbrough, 
Automotive Trade Commissioner to the Near East, a copy 
of which I sent you yesterday, we also have a copy of his; 


exhaustive report on the Economic Resources and Comme ro ial 
| 
H 
| 
While I do not think it necessary to trouble you with 


Activities of the Hejaz, Nejad and its Dependencies. 


the above-mentioned report, I believe you may be interested 


in the following strictly confidential remark made by 


Mr. Chesbrough explaining why during the past year the He jaz 


eee oa 
SoniBtaD) ~eoreuary 1 - 
of arate } 


MG 
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Government confined its purchases almost entirely to European 


makes: 


"I was also informed while I was in Jedda 
during Maroh by the Chevrolet and Ford distributors 
that the reason why the government had confined its 
purchases practically entirely to European makes 
was because King Ibn Saud had given orders that pur- 
chases of American vehicles by the government were 
to be stopped or greatly curtailed as a protest 
against the refusal of the United States to recog- 
nize his government and to send an accredited repre-_ 
sentative to Jedda. This was again confirmed to m&S 


by the Sales Manager of the Ford distributor at Jeddmr. 


Leone 


(Sharqieh Ltd.) who passed through Cairo early in June.)" 


Speaking of the Hejaz as a market for American auto- 
motive products, Mr. Chesbrough also has the following to 
say: 


"With 


eee 
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"With a more intensive canvassing of this 
more or less untapped market’ on the part of 
American manufacturers through local importers . 
it is felt that, by opening up new lines and 
increasing sales of American products now in use, 
our present annual shipments, now restricted to 
twe or three main categories, could be doubled, 
and in a short time should pass the million dollar 


mark," 
hres iw: Views 


wea /Go 
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COPY: HJZ;58 
COMP: 


No. 


SOURCE: 


156. 


COLLECTION OF EXISTING TREATIES, 
AGREEMENTS AND CONVENTIONS, 
CONCLUDED WITH FOREIGN GOVERN- 
MENTS. Vol.IV. Existing treaties, 
agreements and conventions which 
came into force between May l, 
1926, and February 1, 1928. 
Published by the People's 
Commissariat for Foreign Affairs, 
Moscow, 1928, Pages 14 and 15. 
(Translation). 


CORRESPONDENCE ON THE QUESTION OF THE RECOGNITION BY 


THE U.S.S.R. 


HEJAZ, NEJD AND ANNEXED TERRITORIES 


Letter of the Agent and Consul General of the U.S.S.R. 
in Hejaz to the King of Hejaz and Sultan of Nejd 


Ae 


OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KING OF 
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and Annexed Territories, 


Dated February 16, 1926, 


No. 22. 


Upon the authorization of my governmentI have the 


honor to inform Your Majesty that the Government of the 
U.8.8.R., basing itself on the principle of the self- 


determination of nations and deeply respecting the wil 


of the Hejaz people, which was expressed in your election 


as king, recognizes Your Majesty as King of Hejaz, Sultan 


of Nejd and Annexed Territories. 
By virtue of this fact the Soviet Government con- 


siders itself in a state of normal diplomatic relations 


with the Government of Your Majesty. 


In conclusion, permit me to express to your Majesty 


my 


1931 


e 
oe, 


FEBS 


my sincere respect. 


Agent and Consul General of the U.S.S.R. In Hejaz 


(Signed) KHAKIMOV. 


Be 


Letter of the King of Hejaz and Sultan of Nejd and 
Annexed Territories to the Agent end Consul General 
of the U.8.8.R. in Hejaz, dated 6 Shaban, 1344, 
(February 19, 1926). 


We had the honor to receive your note of 3 Shaoan, 
1344 (February 16, 1926), No. 22, informing of the recog- 
nition by the Government of the U.S.S.R. of the new 
Situation in Hejaz, which culminated in the oath of al- 
legiance by the population of Hejaz to us as King of 
Hejaz, Sultan of Nejd and Annexed Territories, for which 
my government expresses its gratitude to the government 
of the U.8.8.R., and also complete readiness for rela- 
tions with the government of the U.S.S.R. and its citizens, 
such as are inherent to friendly powers. May the relations 
between the two governments be based on respect for the 
independence of the Holy Land and other international 
customs recognized by all governments. 

The King of Hejaz and Sultan of Nejd and 


Annexed Territories 


(Signed) ABDUL AZIZ IBN-SAUD. 
C. 


= oo 
C. 


Letter of the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
Hejaz to the Agent and Consul General of the 
U.8.8.Re in Hejaz, dated 2 Shawwal, 1345, 
(April 3, 1927). 


I have the honor to inform you thet, on the occasion 
of His Majesty's the King's visit to Riadh, the capital 
of the Sultanate of Nejd and Annexed Territories, there 
appeared before him delegations representing the popula- 
tion of this Sultanate. On 25 Rajab, 1345 (January 28, 
1927), a triumphant meeting took place under the presi- 
dency of Imam Abdurrakhman* Al—Feisal Al Saud, the father 
of His Majesty the King, which decreed the conversion of 
the Sultanate of Nejd and Annexed Territories into a 
kingdom under the name "Kingdom of Nejd and Annexed 
Territories", and also the proclamation of His Majesty 
the King of Hejaz and Sultan of Nejd and Annexed Territories, 
Abdul Aziz ibn Abdurrakhmen Al-Feisal Al-Saud, as king with 
the title "King of Nejd and Annexed Territories". Later 
this decree was offered to the king, who issued the follow- 
ing high order; 

"On the basis of the proposal made to us by the 
elders of our subjects in the Sultanate of Nejd and 
Annexed Territories, we order that the Sultanate of Nejd 
and Annexed Territories is the Kingdom of Nejd and An- 
nexed Territories and that henceforth and in the future 
our title is: 'King of Hejaz, Nejd and Annexed Territories’, 


I beg 





* Abdul Rehman? Note by translator. 
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I beg God for cooperation and assigance in realizing 
our difficult tasks, for He is the best assistant. 
King of Hejaz, Nejd and Annexed Territories, Abdul Aziz." 
I beg you to inform your esteemed government con- 
cerning this matter. 
Accept, etc. 


(Signed) YUSUF YASIN. 


D. 


Note of the Agent and Consul General of the U.S.8.R. 
in Hejaz to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
Hejaz, dated April 15, 1927, No. 167. 


I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that 
my government has entrusted me to advise you that it has 
taken notice of the notification regarding the conversion 
of the Sultanate of Nejd into a kingdom under the name 
"Kingdom of Nejd and Annexed Territories" and regarding 
the proclamation of His Majesty the King of Hejaz, Aoddul- 
Aziz ibn Abdurrakhman Al-Saud, as King under the name 
"King of Nejd and Annexed Territories", In this connec- 
tion my government sends its highest congratulations to 
His Majesty. 

Availing myself of this opportunity to, etc. 

(Signed) KHAKIMOV. 


E. 


Note of the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs of 


Hej az 


ca es 


Hejaz to the Agent and Consul General of the U.5S.S.R. 
in Hejaz, dated 17 Shawwal, 1345, 
{April 19, 1927). 


I have the honor to inform you that we have received 
your letter of April 15 of this year, No. 167, informing 
us that the government (U.S.8.R. ]*has recognized the new 
title of His Majesty the King and of the Kingdom, namely, 
"King of Hejaz, Nejd and Annexed Territories", 

I extend es to your esteemed government my gratitude 
and that of my government for this recognition, as this is 
a motive for the strengthening of friendly relations be- 
tween the two governments. 


Accept, etc. 


(Signed) YUSUF YASIN. 


* Appears in the original text in brackets. WNote by 
translator. 
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‘THE SECRETARY 


January 2A, ‘931. ; 
Mr. Sdorepfry: 
rray: 


Please note the Secre~ You should read the attached 


THE SECRETARY 


before receiving Mr. Rihani Fri 
tary comment. : ini 





morning at 11:45. 


I should appreciate your 


views on the advisability of 
preparing the Secretary in this 
manner for Mr. Rihani's visit 


next Friday. ok (- 
My 


wsm/ec 





8 
Mr. Secretary: 





In accordance with your desire to ims imeon 
Rihani, an American citizen of Arab origin who has asked 
for an appointment, arrangement has been made for him to 
@all on you on Friday morning, January 23, at eleven 
forty-five o'clock. 

On the assumption that he will bring up the ques- 
tion of our recognizing Ibn Saud, King of the Hejaz and 
Ne jd and its Dependencies, you may care to glance at the 
attached memorandum on that subject. 

In my opinion, there is no need to indicate to 
Mr. Rihani what attitude the Department may be disposed 
to take in this matter, 

If, after further consideration, it seems advisable 
to accord recognition, I would suggest that we instruct 


ee6l 92 INL. 


our Legation at Cairo to inform the Hejazi Representative 
at that capital that this Government is now in a position 
to give favorable consideration to the recognition of King 
Ibn Saud, but that, before taking any further steps it 
would wish to know whether the King would be willing to 
conclude a brief treaty of friendship, commerce and naviga- 
tien providing for reciprocal most-favored-nation treatment 


and 


‘ f 
a, : A Kh Kf } 2 
ar. sTATE | 
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and for the possible later exchange of diplomatic or 
consular representatives. 

If appropriate assurances in the above sense were 
received from the King, I think it would be well to 
consider sending an officer from this Division to visit 
the Hejaz to report on cenditions there and to initiate 
negotiations for a treaty if the situation seemed to 
warrant such action. 

Annexed to the attached memorandum is a map of the 
Arabian Peninsula showing the latest boundaries of the 
various territories. It should be mentioned that the 
section of the Damascus-Medina railroad between Trans- 
Jordan and Medina has not been repaired since its 
destruction by Colonel Lawrence during the World War. 


ts ae 


Wallace Murray. 


WSM:GC 


MEMORANDUM. 


Kingdom of the Hejaz and Nejd and its Dependencies. 


The Dual Kingdom of the Hejaz and Nejd includes 
practically all of the Arabian Peninsula except the semi- 
independent, British protected States of the Persian Gulf, 
the British Protectorate and Hinterland of Aden, and the 
Kingdom or Imamate of Yemen at the southwestern end of the 
Peninsula, The He jazi Foreign Office claims that the total 
dominions of the Kingdom comprise an area of one million 
square miles with a population of seven million people, all 
Moslem Arabs. There is no definite information available 
with respect to the acouracy of these figures, but it is 
probable that they are somewhat exaggerated. The best 
British estimates indicate that the area of the Dual Kingdom 
is approximately 750,000 square miles (an area somewhat more 
than four times as large as that of Germany) and that the 
population is not in excess of 5,000,000. 

The present ruler and founder of the Kingdom, Abdul-Aziz 
ibn Abdul-Rahman al Faisal al Saud, generally known as Ibn Saud, 
is a descendant of a family which for nearly two hundred years 
ruled the rather smill Emirate of Nejd, with its capital at 
Riyadh, The Saud family was driven from the Nejd in the 
latter part of the last century, but in 1900 the present King, 
then a refugee in Kuwait, organized an expedition to re- 
conquer the territory which his family had lost. He succeeded 


in 
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in this and in the next few years added additional territory 

to his domains including the former Turkish district of Hasa. 

In 1925 he commenced operations against the then King of the 
Hejaz, Ali, the son of the well known King Hussein, After a 
lengthy seige at Jidda, King Ali abdicated his throne and left 
the country, whereupon Ibn Saud assumed the title of King of 
the Hejaz, In 1927 he assumed a protectorate over the small 
Arab State of Asir, on the Red Sea Coast, ani within the past 
few weeks he has incorporated this territory into his dominions. 

There is little doubt that Ibn Saud is the most important 
factor in the Arab world today and by some observers he is 
considered the greatest Arab since Mohammed. At any rate he 
holds undisputed sway over the desert tribes of a large part 
of Arabia, ani he has succeeded in establishing law and order 
throughout his domains. 

For many years he has been in touch with the British 
Government and took the side of the Allies during the World 
War, though he was unable at that time to do much more than 
harass some of the pro-Turkish tribes of the northern desert. 
He has never been friendly with the Sherifian family who ruled 
at Mecoa, one of the members of which, King Ali, he drove 
from the Hejas. By the irony of fate, however, he finds 
that his territories are bounded on the north by two countries 
whioh are ruled by two brothers of King Ali, i.e. King Paisal 
of Iraq and the Emir Abdullah of Trans jordan. For sane 
time there were border difficulties between the Nejad and Iraq, 


but 
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but during the past year, at the suggestion of the British 
Government, King Ibn Saud met King Faisal of Iraq on & 
British gunboat on the Persian Gulf, At this meeting many 
of the border difficulties were settled and relations are 
now more or less harmonious. 

The United States has recognized the Kingiom of Iraq 
by the tri-partite convention signed at London on January 9, 
1930, Although the Department has received no direct in- 
formation on the point, it is probable that Ibn Saud feels 
that his Government is equally deserving of recognition. 
Certainly he is more independent than is the Kingdom of Iraq, 
which is to a great extent unier the domination of British 
advisers. 

The Government of the Hejaz and Nejd is most anxious to 
obtain the recognition of the United States. In October 1928 
the Director General for Foreign Affairs at Mecca addressed 
a note directly to the Secretary of State formally requesting 
the recognition of this Government, An informal and oral 
reply was sent to the Hejazi Agent in Cairo through our 
Legation in that city. The Legation was instructed to state 
that the Secretary found it impracticable to reply definitively 
at that time, but that the qestion would be given sympathetic 
consideration at the appropriate moment. 

One of the reasons for delaying a decision in this matter 
was that it was considered desirable first to adjust our rela- 
tions with Iraq. This has since been accomplished through 

the 
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the conclusion of the tri-partite convention of January 9, 
1930. Now that it is probable that the ratifioations of 
this convention will be exchanged in the near future, there 
appears to be no reason why 4 decision should not be made 
with respect to the recognition of Ibn Saud. 

According to the records of the Department, the following 
countries have now extended recognition to The Kingdom of the 
Hejaz and Nejd: Great Britain, France, Germany, Soviet Russia, 
Poland, Switzerland, Turkey, Persia and Holland. It is also 
understood that negotiations are in progress with Italy and 
Egypt with a view to recognition. Several of the above 
mentioned countries have concluded treaties with Ibn Saud, 
and within the past year the following countries have estab- 
lished legations at Jidda, the port of Mecca: Great Britain, 
France, Soviet Russia, Persia and Turkey, Several of the 
other countries whieh have extended recognition have consulates 
at Jidda. 

The Department has been in correspondence with the Legation 
at Cairo for some time with respect to the question of recog- 
nition and has received several reports ani communications on 
the subject. On January 11, 1930, the Minister stated: 

"There has, during the past year, been forming in 
my mind a growing conviction that the time has 
came for favorable action on the formal request 
for recogition." 

In June, 1930, the American Automobive Trade Commissioner 
for the Near Hast visited Jidda and, upon the request of the 


Minister at Cairo, reported upon the desirability of recognizing 
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recognizing the Kingdom, This official was particularly 

in favor of such a policy and even went further and recommended 
that a consulate be established at Jidda, He was of the 
Opinion that an American consular officer could add approximate- 
ly $250,000 to Amerioan trade during the first year. Inoi- 
dentally, it may be mentioned that in 1929 our exports to 

Jidda were estimated at about $500,000, ani consisted chiefly 
of automobiles and accessories, kerosene, pumps and machinery. 
An American consular officer would also be able to extend 

aid and protection to the Filipino Moslem Moros who are now 
making the Pilgrimage to Mecoa at the rate of about 300 a year. 
In 1929 nine of these pilgrims died and considerable difficulty 
was experienced in arranging for the disposition of their 
effects. 

Ibn Saud's government appears to meet all of the require- 
ments of recognition from whatever point of view the question 
is approached, That is to say our commercial interests in 
the country appear to be suoh that recognition is desirable, 
and in view of the progressive tendencies of the present ruler 
it is possible that additional opportunities will arise in 
such matters as road construction, electrical installations, 
et cetera, Moreover, the Hejazi Government meets the tra- 


ditional requirements of recognition set forth by Secretary 


Forsyth: 
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Forsyth: 


"The independence of other nations has 

always been regarded by the United States as 
@ question of fact merely, ani that of every 
people has been invariably recognized by them 
whenever the actual enjoyment of it was 
accompanied by satisfactory evidence of their 
power and determination permanently and 
effectually to maintain it." 
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January 20, 1931. 


ET 


In connection with the possibility that we may 
decide to recognize the present régime in the Hejaz and 
Nejd, you may care to look over the attached copy of a 
letter of June 30, 1930, addressed to Mr. Gunther by 
Mr. Ralph Chebborough, American Automotive Trade Commis- 
sioner for the Near East, after returning from a trip to 
Ton Saud's country. 

As far as I am aware, Mr. Chesborough is the only 
American who has visited the Hejaz in recent years, if 


ever, to examine trade conditions. 
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Comp: y7!"> Despatch No. 426. 
Enclosure No. 1 
Copy I. 


Number 187. 


Beirut, Syria. 
June 30, 1930. 


The Honorable, 
Franklin Mott Gunther, 
American Minister, 


Alexandria, Egypt. 


Dear Mr. Gunther: 

Pursuant to your request I am enclosing three copies of 
my Special Report Number 16, dated June 30th, 1930, and en- 
titled "Economic Resources and Commercial Activities of the 
Kingdom of the Hedjaz, Nedjd and Dependenciez. The annexes 
.listed in this report are attached to it. 

There are also enclosed three copies of my Economic 
and Trade Note number 39 of April lst, 1930, giving regis- 
trations of automotive vehicles in the Hedjaz on January lst, 
1930, and also a copy of my Activity Report number 28 of 
June 20th, covering my trip to the Hedjaz. 

I am also enclosing a copy of a 5,000 word article 
written for a New York publication under her own name by 
my wife who accompanied me on this trip. Prepared in more 
conversational style than my reports, it may give you, in 
some ways, a better picture of the country and its people. 


After 
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After you have looked it over - if youg@re to - I would 
appreciate letting me have it back. 

There are a number of phases that came to my atten- 
tion while in the Hedjaz having to do with the political, 
economic and commercial aspects of the country that I did 
not take up in my report so I shall do so in this letter, 
having in mind the Department's consideration of the 
recognition of the Redjaz and the appointment of a for- 
eign service representative. 

Permanency of the Present Regime: The regime under 
Iba Saud seems to be quite definitely and permanently es- 
tablished; there is no element or group in the country 
offering any serious opposition to it and there is 
apparently no danger of outside agression. Rebellious 
tribes have been subdued and made subject to the royal 
power; raiding in and out of the Kingdom has been checked; 
public security and the safety of travelers is better now 
than ever before; the cabinet and advisers of the King are 
solidly behind him with no rival aspirants among them and 
the two sons of fbn Saud seem quite willing to and capable 
of carrying on the ambitious program of their father. 

The Bedjaz seems to have assumed the political and 
religious leadership of the Islamic world which Turkey 
formerly held but has now relinquished. It is Ibm Saud's 
ambition to bring under his sway, by negotiation or com- 


promise, the rest of the Arabian peninsula, that is, the 


Yemen, 
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Yemen, Koweit, Muscat and the Hadramout. While in Jedda 
and since, I have learned that Im Saud is amassing arms 
and ammunition and war supplies with the idea of annexing 
the Yemen to his dominions by peaceful or forceful measures. 
This would triple his population and contribute an area 
richer in natural and agritultural resources than his own 
kingdom. 

Treaties of recognition of his sovereignty on the 
most favored nation basis have been signed with the lead- 
ing European and Asiatic powers the most recent of which were 
with Turkey, Persia, Poland and Germany. 

I have already mentioned most of the public works 
and municipal projects eompleted or contemplated by the 
government and referred to the program to develop the 
economic resources of the kingdom. Ibn Saud is also 
introducing extensive reforms in the administrative 
methods of the government such as a strict control over 
the duties and activities of officials, a close super- 
vision over the provincial administrators, the keeping 
of records and statistics and the expenditure of public 
money. These are, of course, only in the initial stage 
and will take time and patience to work out. 

Protection of Foreigners: Foreign representatives, all 
located at Jedda - their presence in Mecca, the capital, 
not being permitted, enjoy all the privileges and immunities 
of customary diplomatic usage throughout the world. The 


general 


ae 
general prohibition on the importation of musical in- 
struments, liquors and tobacco, as well as on other banned 
articles, is waived by courtesy in their favor. The atti- 
tude toward foreign residents is perfectly correct and, in 
some cases, very cordial. All that is asked is that for- 
eigners respect the laws and customs of the country and that 
they do not try to seek refuge under the protection of their 
consular representatives. 

Foreign Representatives Accredited to the Hedjaz 
1: Great Britain: Has paramount interests in the Hedjaz, 
political and commercial, and has supervision over the wel- 
fare of some 35,000 pilgrims from her @Gominions. It main- 
tained a Consulate at Jedda during the Turkish regime whio}, 
after the war, was raised to an agency and just recently to 
a full legation. Sir Andrew Ryan, career officer, a spe- 
cialist on Near Eastern affairs, a student of Oriental 
languages, is the new Minister. There are two Vice-Consuls, 
a Pre-Consul, English, and an Oriental Secretary, a sub- 
ject of the Hedjaz. Several British steamship lines enter- 
ing Jedda regularly and two large British importing firms, 
(Collatly, Hankey and Co., and Sharquieli, Ltd.) receive 
its support and protection. The legation has been instru- 
mental in selling aeroplanes to the Nedjaz, in securing for 
British interests, among others, the condensers, wireless 
telegraphy installation and minting contracts and it is now 
negotiating for the railway construction project, electri- 


fication 
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fication schemes and for the acquiring by the government of 
British technical experts. 

A Hedjaz Diplomatic Agent to London, Sheik Hafiz Wahba, 
has recently been appointed by the government. 
2: Soviet Russia: Has had a legation at Jedda for over two 
years; the Minister is Nadir Trukiloff, a Moslem, and is or 
was dean of the consular corps. There is also a Trade Delega- 
tion of several Russians to supervise Soviet trade. A similar 
organization, separate from this one, is at Sana, the capital 
of the Yemen. A Soviet steamer comes regularly to Jedda. 
The legation supervises the welfare of pilgrims under Russian 
protection. 
33; Egypt: Maintains an agency at Jedda mainly for the pur- 
pose of looking after the 15,000 to 20,000 Egyptian pilgrims 
who annually visit Mecca. There is a Hedjaz Agent at Cairo. 
4; Turkey: Has had a consul at Jedda who is returning as 
minister, the post having recently been elevated to a diplo- 
matic status. Since the drastic religious reforme in Turkey 
the numbers of Turkish pilgrims has fallen from thousands to 
a mere 204 in 1929. To date there are but few trade con- 
tacts between the two countries. 
5: Holland: Next to those of Great Britain I believe that 
Dutch interests in the Hedjaz are the most important. Hol- 


land has maintained a consulate with a large Dutch and 


native staff at Jedda since pre-war days. There is the wel- 


fare of 25,000 to 30,000 pilgrims to care for; several Dutch 


steamship 
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steamship lines, a Dutch firm, Van de Poel and Company, 
handling the pilgrim business, and the Netherlands Trading 
Society branch at Jedda keep this consulate busy. An im- 
portant and growing commerce in sugar, rice, tea, spices 
and coffee receive the protection and help of this office 
which has, also been instrumental in obtaining contracts for 
Dutch firms, for instance, the minting concession for 1930. 
Van de Poel who has made $1,500,000 in Jedda is a converted 
Moslem and is on close terms with Im Saud and the royal 
family. He goes regularly to Europe once a year and, be- 
fore leaving, sells out all his stooks for cash on the 
basis that he trusts himself more than any one else, even 
his new Allah. 

6: France: Has a consul, a Frenchman, and a vice-cansul, 
an Algerian Moslem who specializes in looking after the 
French protege pilgrims. French commercial interests in 
the Hedjaz are not very’ extensive. It is said that the 
French are rather unpopular in the Hedjaz owing to the 
local belief in the French mal-administration in Syria. 

The fact that the French officers and crew of the Asia - 
see attached article - which burned in Jedda harbor with 

a loss of 400 pilgrims, were ashore when the tragedy 
occured and that the French Consul in his official inquiry 
suppressed the actual facts has not helped the prestige of 
France in the country. 

7: Italy: Has a Consulate with an Italian in charge. Two 


Italian 
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Italian steamship lines calling regularly at Jedda, an 
Italian shipping and mercantile firm; pilgrims from the 
Italian colonies and a growing commerce receive the atten- 
tion of this consulate. Fiat sales showed a big increase 
in the first five months of 1930 to the detriment of Ameri- 
can competition. 

8: Germany: Is understood to be establishing in the near 
future a consulate, possibly a legation at Jedda, to fos- 
ter the increasing trade relations between the two countries. 
A German cargo line will call regularly at Jedda when busi- 
ness justifies. 

9: Persia: Has a consulate for pilgrim protection and 

10; Poland: Either has or will shortly have a consulate at 
Jedda. 

American Recognition: Cabinet and Hedjaz officials 
and important Hedjaz business-men with whom I talked - see 
my Activity Report number 28 - dwealt upon the reasons why 
the United States should recognize their country and sign 
a treaty of friendship and commerce. They wish recognition 
to be accorded to the Hedjaz separately and not have it 
associated with the Yemen which is itself a sovereign and 
independent state. They point to the fact that many 
European countries have recognized them and have established 
diplomatic and consular posts at Jedda some of which do not 
have the interests at stake that the United States does. 
They insist that American recognition means more to them 
than that of any other power. This last may, of course, 


be 
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be only the result of the uncontrollable desire of the Arab 
to have his guest leave him in a happy frame of mind. 

Advantages of an American Consular Post at Jedda: An 
American Consul at Jedda, who should preferably be a career 
officer in order to be on an equal footing with his colleagues, 
would, I believe, find his duties divided into four cata- 
gories. 
1: Reporting on political and religious events and trends 
in the Kingdom and adjoining territories. 
8: Supervising the welfare of Phillipino pilgrims. There 
were over 300 from the Phillipines in 1929. Figures for 
1930 are not yet available. 
3: Assistance to American firms interested in government 
concessions, construction projects and contracts. 
4; Developing and fostering American trade in the Hedjaz. 
Some of the possible projects needing American governmental 
assistance to bidders and interested firms would be: 

1: The reconstruction and extension of the Hedjaz 
Railway and replenishing its rolling stock and equipment. 
2; Building of roads and highways. 3: Construction of 
port, wharves and warehouses at Jedda. 4: Telephone 
system, electrification, sewage and water supply contracts. 
5: The minting contract. 6: Employment of American tech- 
nical and administrative experts. 7: Securing government 


contracts for American firms or products: automotive 


vehicles, aeroplanes, tires, petroleum, arms and ammuni- 


tions, 


ain 
tions, food products for the army, etc. 9: An American 
steamship line to make regular calls at Jedda. 

Present American Interests: Participation of American 
share in total trade has already been outlined. The follow- 
ing American firme are now directly represented at Jedda: 

1: Automotive: 1. General Motors. 32. Ford. 3. Franklin. 
4. Hudson-Essex. 5. Chrysler. 6. Willys-Knight-Overland. 

7. Studebaker. 8. Packard. 9. Federal truck. 10. Goodyear. 
ll. Firestone. 12. Fisk. 13. Champion. 

8: Petroleum products: 14. Standard Oil Company of New York. 
3: All other: 15. Singer Sewing Machine Company, and five 
more unnamed. 

In these 20 manufacturers we have more large firms re- 
presented than any other country. While in Jedda I assisted 
in concluding negotiations for Packard, Willys-Overland, 
Champion and Federal truck and eight or ten more agencies 
are pending all estimated to yield $35,000 to $40,000 
additional American business the first year. 

The Firestone and Standard Oil representatives who 
happened to be in Jedda at the right time assisted their 
distributors to put through government contracts of $19,000 
and $37,500, respectively. The Studebaker representative 
sold a Pierce-Arrow to the King - a jewel-box on wheels. 

I believe that an American Consul at Jedda - if the 
right selection - by assisting representatives of American 
firms visiting the country and in other ways could be 
responsible for adding from $150,000 to $250,000 of new 


business 
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business yearly to American Trade in the Hedjaz and sur- 
rounding territories. On the other hand, I estimate that, 

in the first five months of this year, American automotive 
manufacturers have lost at least $40,000 worth of business 

to Fiat for reasons already given and they stand to lose 
even more. I understand that Philby, manager of Sharquieh, 
Ltd., Ford distributors, is negotiating with British auto- 
motive manufacturers as an alternative in case this al- 
ready explained governmental attitude continues indefinitely. 

If American consular representation in the Hedjaz is 
decided upon but on a non-career and in an honorary capacity, 
I would suggest as candidates to be considered, Philby, 
manager, Sharquied, Ltd. Taylor, manager, Gellatly, Hankey 
and Company, or his successor, both Englishmen, or Van de 
Peelex or the manager of the Jedda branch of the Netherlands 
Trading Society, both Dutch subjects. I can give full de- 
tails about these and other candidates, if requested. 

I do not recommend the appointment of a Hedjazian in 
any official capacity. I enclose an application addressed 
to you and sent through me. Hassan Abdo is the Oriental 
Secretary of the British Legation at Jedda and, I think 
from personal observations, is not to be trusted too far. 
The second paragraph of this letter is correct; however, 
the Netherlands Banking Society does not speak very highly 
of the reputation of Sheik Abdalla Mohammed el Fazal, 
according to the enclosed letter. The latter has agreed 


to 
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to take up the agency for Federal truck and one or two other 
lines which I have recommended on a cash basis only. With 
proper assistance and support by an American consular offi- 
cial at Jedda Alfazal could in time be developed into a : 
valuable trade contact. 

Living expenses and necessary social requirements in 
Jedda are such that an American consular official on a 
salary of $4,000 to $5,000 yearly could easily make ends 
meet and maintain the proper prestige among his colleagues. 
On account of the trying climate during seven or eight 
months in the year it would be preferable to select a 
bachelor or, in any case, a man not having any small chil- 
dren. December to March are the best weather months. 

I have sent to the Bureau or am preparing W.T.D. and 
local bank reports on the leading foreign and native firms 
in the Hedjaz and I have established personal contacts 
with most of them and have developed trade opportunities 
now being followed up. I should be glad to maintain close 
co-operation with any consular official sent to Jedda with 
particular reference to the lines I am specializing in. 

In my attached report I made an estimate of govern- 
mental revenues but did not speak of expenditures. This 
can hardly be estimated. Suffice it to say that if the 
government is short of cash there are always the pilgrims. 
An additional tax of only *1.00 on each of them would 


scarcely 
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scarcely be noticed by them in their pious zeal and this 
means $100,000. more in the coffers. For did not Sherif 
Aun-ur-Rafik, Sherif of Mecca, preceding King Hussein, 
thus quiz and answer himself pertaining to pilgrims: 
"Are pilgrims people? NO. Pilgrims and only pil- 
grims, oh most pious one, and they deserve what they get." 
If there is any way in which I may be of further 


assistance to you in reference to the Hedjaz, I am at your 


. pervice. 


I am, Sir, 
Very respectfully yours, 


‘Automotive Trade Commissioner to the Near East. 


RFO.E.S8. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 


s 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 


Supplementing the memorandum I sent you yesterday 


regarding the Hejaz and Nejd, I think you might be 


interested in the following "strictly confidential" 
statement from a Report by Mr. Ralph F. Chesbrough, 
Automotive Trade Commissioner to the Near East, sent to 


the Hejaz in 1930 by the Department of Commerce to in- 
vestigate conditions: 


"I was also informed while I was in Jedda 
during March by the Chevrolet and Ford dis- 
tributors that the reason why the government 
had confined its purchases practically entirely 
to European makes was because King Ibn Saud had 
given orders that purchases of American vehicles 
by the government were to be stopped or greatly 
curtailed as a protest against the refusal of 
the United States to recognize his government 
and to send an accredited representative to Jedda. 
This was again confirmed to me by the Sales 
Manager of the Ford distributor at Jedda, (Sharqieh 
Ltd.) who passed through Cairo early in June.” 


\ iron WwW © .") KA. 
Wallace Murray. | 
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I am preparing for the Secretary, 
at his request, a memorandum setting 


forth the available information regarding 





trade possibilities with the Hejaz. 
Will you please meanwhile give me 


your views on the suggestions contained 


in the present memorandum? 
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January 26, 1931. 


MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 
Between the Secretary of State 
and Mr. Ameen Rihani, an American 
citizen of Arab origin, with regard to: \ 


the recognition of Ibn Saudi, King of the j 
Hejaz and Nejd and Dependencies. A 


On January 23rd the Secretary received by appointment 
Mr, Ameen Rihani. Mr. Rihani proceeded at once to the purpose 
of his visit, which was to urge the Secretary to give favorable 
consideration to the recognition of King Ibn Saud. 


4£2/10°sS3068 


Mr. Rihani sketched briefly the career of Ibn Saud, point- 
ing out that, while the King had not been before the Public eye 
until recent years, he had in fact during the last thirty years 
been gradually building up his position which was to-day the 
most powerful of any ruler in Arabia, He said Ibn Saud might 
be regarded as the greatest Arab since Mohammed himself and 
that in one respect he was greater than Mohammed, since he was 
putting into operation a system for the permanent settlement 
of the nomad Bedouins on the land, He pointed out that 
Ibn Saud has succeeded in bringing under his absolute authority 
all the Arab tribes within his immense domain and that his (= 
absolute independence was recognized by all the great powers o ; 
of Europe, with the exception of Italy whioh has speoial venneia 
for not recogizing him. He is at peace with his neighbors, 


his 
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his most recent accomplishment in that direction being the 
settlement of his differences with King Feisal of Iraq. 
Peace and order now prevail in the Hejaz and Nejd and security 
of life and property is absolute. Within the last few years 
some 170 villages have been founded in the country and settled 
by nomad Bedouins, who are irrigating the country by the use 
of pumps largely of American manufacture, With the intro- 
duetion of the wireless, the airplane and the automobile, 
repid communication between various parts of the country had 
been so perfected that the future development of the Kingdom 
would be greatly facilitated. 

Mr. Rihani emphasized the commercial advantages which 
would accrue to the United States through the recognition of 
Ibn Saud, Ibn Saud desires to trade with the United States 
not only for the reason that there ig no danger of American 
political interference in the country, but also for the reason 
that he regards American products as the best for the money. 
He would therefore welcome the establishment of official rela- 
tions between the two countries and the appointment of an 
official Amerioan representative at Jedda, the port of Mecca. 

The Secretary thanked Mr. Rihani for the above information 
and said he would give the matter his consideration. 

In a later conversation with Mr. Rihani I inquired as 

to 
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to the treatment accorded at the present time to foreigners in 
Ibn Saud's realm. I desired particularly to know what code 
of criminal or civil law would be applied to them, Mr. Rihani 
replied that he was not aware of the exact system of justice 
Which may have been devised for foreigners in the Hejaz and 
Nejad in the absense of ocapitulations, The treaties which had 
been concluded between that ccuntry and the various European 
powers provided ton nest-tevers®-iatinn treatment of European 
nationals in the Hejaz and Nejd on the basis of international 
law. He expressed the opinion that the Sheriat, or Moslem, 
law could not, and would not, be applied to foreigners, since 
such application was strictly forbidden by the Koran, I re- 
plied that it might be necessary to have some assurances as 
to the provisions which had been, or would be, made by the 
Hejaz Government in trying foreigners charged with criminal 
offenses and in handling matters pertaining to the personal 
status and family law of foreigners. Mr. Rihani ventured 
the opinion that the Hejaz Government permits foreign Consuls 
in Jedda to exercise some jurisdiction over their Moslem 
nationals coming to Mecca as pilgrims. This, however, does 
not meet the question regarding personal status matters 
affecting non-Moslem foreigners in the country. 

While strongly of the opinion that it would be highly 


inadvisable 
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inadvisable to make our recognition of Ibn Saud dependent 
upon some form of oapitulatory rights for our nationals in the 
Hejaz and Nejad, Mr. Rihani nevertheless believed that, if 
properly approached, Ibn Saud would be willing to give satis- 
factory assurances on this subject. I remarked that such 
assurances might include a statement to the effect that no 
sentence handed down by a Moslem court involving capital 
punishment or imprisonment of an American national or affeot- 
ing any considerable property of such a@ person, should be 
executed before it had been referred to the King and personal- 
ly sanctioned by him. I pointed out that the Emperor of 
Ethiopia exercises a somewhat similar authority with respect 
to judgments reniered against foreigners in his country. 

In view of the above conversation I think it would be 
well, on the assumption that the Department considers the 
recognition of Ibn Saud desirable in principle, to take the 
following step as @ preliminary to ggmk reoognition: 

(1) To ascertain in adwance that the King would be willing 
to conclude a brief treaty of friendship, commerce and mviga- 
tion with this Government according American nationals in his 
realm unconditional most-favored-nation treatment in all 
respects; (2) to request of the King more complete information 
as to the system of justice applicable in his Kingdom to the 


nationals 
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nationals of the most favored nation. 

If the above suggestions meet with the approval of the 
Department I would recommend that the American Ambassador 
in London be instructed to inform the Hejazi representative 
in that capital that this Government is considering favorably 
the recognition of King Ibn Seud but before proceeding further 
it would desire to receive the assurances referred to in 
p@ragraph numbered (1) above and the information referred to 
in p@ragraph numbered (2) above. I suggest that this formality 
be carried out in London for the reason that the present He jazi 
representative there was formerly the unofficial representative 
of King Ibn Saud in Cairo and during that time acted as the 
chennel of transmission of & petition from King Ibn Saud re- 
questing his Government's recognition. The above-mentioned 
representative will therefore be familiar with the matter and 
be able presumably to act intelligently. 

I would recommend at the same time that the American 
Ambassador in London might endeavor to ascertain, in appropriate 
British quarters, the exact status of foreigners in the Hejaz 
with respect to the administration of justice and the handling 


of personal status matters. 
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Between the Secretary of State 
and Mr. Ameen Rihani, an American 
citizen of Arab origin, with regard 
the recognition of Ibn Saud, King of the 
Hejaz and Nejd and Dependencies. 





On January 23rd the Secretary received by appointment 
Mr. Ameen Rihani. Mr. Rihani proceeded at once to the purpose 
of his visit, which was to uwge the Secretary to give favorable 
consideration to the recognition of King Ibn Saud. 

Mr. Rihani sketched briefly the career of Ibn Saud, point- 
ing out that, while the King had n& been before the Public eye 
until recent years, he had in fact during the last thirty years 
been gradually building up his position which was to-day the % 
most powerful of any wiles in Arabia. He said Ibn Saud might ee 
be regarded as the greatest Arab since Mohammed himself and = 
that in one respect he was greater than Mohammed, since he was 
putting into operation a system for the permanent settlement 
of the nomad Bedouins on the land. He pointed out that 
Ibn Saud has succeeded in bringirg under his absolute authority 
all the Arab tribes within his immense domain and that his 
absolute independence was recognized by all the great powers 
of Europe, with the exception of Italy which has special reasons 
for not recognizing him. He is at peace with his neighbors, 


his 
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his most recent accomplishment in that direction being the 
settlenent of his differences with King Feisal of Iraq. 
Peace and order now prevail in the Hejaz and Nejd and security 
of life and property is absolute. Within the last few years 
some 170 villages have been founied in the country and settled 
by nomad Bedouins, who are irrigating the country by the use 
of pumps largely of American manfuacture. With the intro- 
duction of the wireless, the airplane and the automobile, 
rapid communication between various parts of the country had 
been 8o perfected that the future development of the Kingdom 
would be greatly facilitated. 

Mr. Rihani emphasized the commercial advantages which 
would accrue to the United States through the recognition of 
Ibn Saud. Ibn Saud des ires to trade with the United States 
not only for the reason that there is no danger of American 
political interference in the country, but also for the reamn 
that he regards American products as the best for the money. 
He would therefore welcome the establishment of official rela- 
tions between the two countries and the appointment of an 
official American representative at Jedda, the port of Mecca. 

The Secretary thanked Mr. Rihani for the above information 
and said he would give the matter his consideration. 


In a later conversation with Mr. Rihani I inquired as 


to 
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to the treatment accorded at the present time to foreigners in 
Im Saud's realm. I desired particularly to know what code 
of criminal or civil law would be applied to them. Mr. Rihani 
replied that he was not aware of the exact system of justice 
which may have been devised for foreigners in the Hejaz and 
Nejad in the absence of capitulations. The treaties which had 
been concluded between that country and the various European 
powers provided for most-favored-nation treatment of European 
nationals in the Hejaz and Nejd on the basis of international 
law. He expressed the opinion that the Sheriat, or Moslem, 
law could not, and would not, be applied to foreigners, s ince 
such application was strictly forbidden by the Koran. I re- 
plied that it might be necessary to have some assurances as 
to the provisions which had been, or would be, made by the 
Hejaz Government in trying foreigners charged with criminal 
offenses and in handling matters pertaining to the pereonal 
status and family law of foreigners. Mr. Rihani ventured 
the opinion that the Hejaz Government permits foreign Consuls 
in Jedda to exercise some jurisdiction over their Moslem 
nationals coming to Mecca as pilgrims. This, however, does 
not meet the question regarding personal status matters 
affecting non-Moslem foreigners in the country. 

While strongly of the opinion that it would be highly 


inadvisable 
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inadvisable to make our recognition of Ibn Saud dependent 
upon some form of capitulatory rights for our nationals in the 
He jaz and Nejad, Mr. Rihani nevertheless believed that, if 
properly approached, Ibn Saud would be willing to give satis- 
factory assurances on this subject. I remarked that such 
assurancee might include a statement to the effect that no 
sentence handed dowm by s Moslem court involving capital 
punishment or imprisonment of an American national or affect- 
ing my considerable property of such a person, should be 
executed before it had been referred to the King and perseonal- 
ly sanctioned by him. I point out that the Emperor of 
Ethiopia exercises a somewhat similar authority with respect 
to judgements rendered against foreigners in his country. 

In view of the above conversation I think it would be 
well, on the assumption that the Department considers the 
recognition of Ibn Saud desirable in principle, to take the 
following step as a preliminary to seek recognition: 

(1) To agcertain in advance that the King would be willing 
to conclude a brief treaty of friendship, commerce and naviga- 
tion with this Government according American nationals in his 
realm unconditional most-favored-nation treatment in all 
respects; (2) to request of the King more complete information 


as to the system of justice applicable in his Kingdom to the 


nationals 
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nationals of the most favored nation. 

If the above guggestions meet with the approval of the 
Department I would recommend that the American Ambassador 
in London be instructed to inform the Hejazi representative 
in that capital that this Govermment is considering favorably 
the recognition of King Ibn Saud but before proceeding further 
it would desire to receive the assurances referred to in 
paragraph numbered (1) above and the information referred to 
in paragraph numbered (2) above. I suggest that this formality 
be carried out in London for the reason that the present Hejazi 
representative there was formerly the unofficial representative 
of King Ibn Saud in Cairo and during that time acted as the 
channel of tranemission of a petition from King Ibn Saud re- 
questing his Government's recognition. The above-mentioned 
representative will therefore be familiar with the matter and 
be able presumably to act intelligently. 

I would recommend at the same time that the American 
Ambassador in London might endeavor to ascertain, in appropriate 
British quarters, the exact etatue of foreigners in the Hejaz 
with respect to the administration of Justice and the handling 


of personal status matters. 
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In connection with your conversation on January 23 
with Mr. Ameen Rihani regarding King Ibn Saud, I am trans- 
mitting herewith, in accordance with your request, a brief 
memorandum on the economic situation of the Kingdom of the 
He jaz ani Nejd and Dependencies. 

I am of the opinion that the recognition of King Ibn 
Saud is both desirable and fully justified if the conditions 
referred to below are fulfilled, but believe it should be 
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timed to coincide with the coming into forcoe of our tri- 
partite treaty with Great Britain and Iraq which provides 
for the recognition of Iraq as a sovereign State. That 
treaty will come into force upon the exchange of ratifica- 
tions in London, which will probably occur in about a month. 
Meanwhile I would recommend that the American Ambassador in 
London be instructed to inform the Hejazi Minister at that 


capital that this Government is considering favarably the & 


; 


matter of according recognition to the Government of Ibn séia; = 
that, however, before proceeding further in the matter, th } 
Government would be pleased to receive appropriate assurances 
that the Hejazi Government would be prepared to negotiate 


with this Government a brief treaty of friendship, commerce 


and 
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and navigation providing, among other things, for un- 
conditional most-favored-nation treatment of the nationals 
of both countrieée in the country of the other. 

I would further recommend that our Ambassador be in- 
structed at the same time to request of the He jazi repre- 
sentative in London full information regarding the adminis- 
tration of qustios in the Hejaz and Nejd in cases involving 
foreign non-Moslem nationals and regarding the handling of 
personal status and family law matters. Such information is, 
I believe, of considerable importance in view of the fact 
that Moslem law prevails in that country and that no capitu- 
latory rights are accorded to any foreigners. If satis- 
factory assurances on the above matters are received, I think 
we should sovord recognition. 

In negotiating a treaty with Ibn Saud I think we might 
follow the example of ai the great powers by sending in due 
time a representative, preferably from the Department, to 
Jeddah, In that way the Department would be able to obtain 


valuable first-hand information on conditions in the country. 


cache Re. \Wromne, ~ 
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Economic Situation in the Hejaz and Nejd and 


its Dependencies, 


The information contained in this memorandum is based 
largely upon a report made by the American Automotive 
Trade Commissioner for the Near Fast who visited Jeddah, 
the port of Mecca, in March 1930. No representative of 
the Department of State, so far as is known, has ever 


visited the Hejaz and Nejad. 
Foreign Trade, 


Exports. Exports from the Hejaz and Nejd are esti- 
mated at about $200,000 annually; the chief products are 
hides, skins, pearls and gums. It is believed that a 
considerable share of these exports are to the United 
States. 

Imports. Imports into the Hejaz and Nejad through 
the port of Jeddah are estimated at from $13,000,000 to 
$15,000,000 annually. Approximately 70 per cent of these 
imports consist of essential food products and textiles, 
such as sugar, rice, grain, flour, spices, tea, coffee, 


and cotton goods and prints. The balance of the imports 


are 
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are accounted for by automotive products and accessories, 
petroleum products, pumps, lighting and power plants, 
hardware and electrical equipment, 

Balance of Trade. These imports are paid for largely 
through funds expended in the country by Moslems making 
the pilgrimage to Mecca. It is estimated that each foreign 
pilgrim expends on an average of $200 during his stay in 
the Hejaz, and since the number of pilgrims in recent years 
has been about 100,000, it is apparent that the country's 
income from this source is approximately $20,000,000 
annually. 

American Share of Imports. Imports from the United 
States during 1929 were estimated at about $435,000, and 
consisted chiefly of automotive equipment and accessories, 
gasoline and kerosene, pumps, lighting and power plants, 
sewing machines and general hardware. 

American Companies Represented. At the present time 
at least twenty American companies are represented at 
Jeddah by agents, These companies include the following: 
General Motors, Ford, Chrysler, Packard, Firestone, Good- 
year, Champion Sparkplug, Standard 0il of New York, and 
Singer Sewing Machine, 


Possibility of Increasing American Trade. The Auto- 
motive Trade Commissioner is of the opirion that with the 


appointment 
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appointment of an American Consul to Jeddah, our trade 
could be increased by from $150,000 to $250,000 during 
the first year and that it would not be long before our 
imports passed $1,000,000. The Trades Commissioner states 
that he is confident that the lack of a consular officer 
was responsible recently for the loss of at least $40,000 
worth of trade in automotive lines. 

In this connection the Trade Commissioner adds that 
King Ibn Saud is understood to have given instructions to 
confine the Government's purchases of motor cars to 
European makes as a protest against the failure of the 
United States to accord recognition to his Government in 
1928, Automobiles were first imported into the Hejaz dur- 
ing the latter part of 1926; from December 1926 to January 
1930, it is estimated that 1,475 automobiles and trucks 
were imported into the country, of which 953 were in opera- 
tion in January 1930, Of these automotive units, 678 were 
used for the pilgrim traffic, 240 were used by the Govern- 
ment and 35 were owned by private individuals. Here it 
should be mentioned that the King and many Government 
officials employ automobiles to cover the long distances 
between various parts of the Kingdom; villages and oases 
that formerly were many days distant from Mecca or from 
Riyadh, the capital of Nejd, may now be reached in a few 
hours by motor car, 


The 
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The Trade Commissioner believes that there will be 
numerous opportunities for American concerns to engage 
in some of the following lines: 

le. Reconstruction and extension of the Hejaz 

Railway (from Damascus to Medina) and 
replenishing its rolling stock and equip- 
ment. 

2e Building of roads and highways. 


3. Construction of ports, wharves and ware- 
houses. 


4. Telephone system, electrification, sewer- 
age and water supply contracts. 


Se The minting contract. 


6. Employment of American technical and 
administrative experts. 


7. Securing government contracts for American 
firms or products: automotive vehiclec, 


aeroplanes, tires, petroleum, arms and 
ammunitions, food products for the army. 


Government Finances. 


The estimated Government revenue is as follows: 
Ie Revenue from Pilgrims: 
@ Quarantine tax $ 580,000 
be Taxes from motor transport 
le Jedda-Mecca route $240,000 
2. Jedda-Medina " 600,000 840,000 
Gc. Taxes received in various forms 


on expenditures of pilgrims - 
1% per cent of $20,000,000. 1,500,000 


Total from pilgrims $2,920,000 


II. 
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(Brought forward) Total from pilgrims $ 2,920,000 
II. Motor vehicle taxes 53,700 


III. Customs revenues (20% of $15,000,000) 
| 3,000,000 


IV. All other taxes (tithes, et cetera) 
1,250,000 


Total estimated revenue $7,223,700 
General Economic Conditions. 


A large share of the population of the Hejaz is 
nomadic, but the King is endeavoring to settle some of 
these people on the land, It is understood that he has 
already established 170 villages and it is probable that 
this number will grow, since, with the increase in law and 
order, there is less opportunity and less reason for the 
tribes to engage in the raids which have always been a 
feature of Bedouin life, The settlement of additional 
Bedouins on the land will require the continued importation 
of pumps and other irrigation machinery. It is possible 
that within another generation the nomadic life, which has 
been necessary because of the lack of water will become a 
thing of the past and that the Hejaz will develop into an 
agricultural country. Another factor which is having, and 
will continue to have, an influence on the life of the 
Bedouin is the growing replacement of camels by the motor 


car. Hitherto the economic life of the Bedouin has 


centered 
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centered around the camel which he has bred in large 


numbers, As the demand for these animals decreases, as it 





undoubtedly will, the Bedouin must seek other means of 
livelihood. It is therefore not improbable that the next 
twenty-five or thirty years will see a complete transforma- 
tion of Bedouin life with a strong tendency toward settle- 
ment in villages. Such a transformation, coupled with an 
increasing purchasing power, will of course create an addi- 


tional demand for manufactured goods. 
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Mr. Secretary: 


In connection with your conversation on January 23 
with Mr. Ameen Rihani tegarding King Ibn Saud, I am trans- 
mitting herewith, in accordance with your request, a brief 
memorandum on the economic situation of the Kingdom of the 
Hejaz and Nejd and Dependencies. 

I am of the opinion that the recognition of King Ibn re 
is both desirable and fully juetified if the conditions re- 
ferred to below are fulfilled, but believe it should be 
timed to coincide with the coming into force of our tri- 
partite treaty with Great Britain and Iraq which provides 
for the recognition of Iraq as a sovereign State. That 


treaty will come into force upon the exchange of ratifica- 


92 If 


tions in London, which will probably occur in aw ut a month.-s 
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Meanwhile I would recommend that the American Ambassador in 
London be instructed to inform the Hejazi Minister at that 
capital that this Government is considering favorably the 
matter of according recognition to the Government of Ibn Saud; 
that, however, before proceéding further in the matter, this 
Government would be pleased to receive appropriate assurances 
that the Hejazi Government would be prepared to negotiate 
with this Government a brief treaty of friendship, commerce 


and 
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and navigation providing, among other things, for un- 
conditional mogst-favored-nation treatment of the nationals 
of both countries in the country of the other. 

I would further recommend that our Ambassador be in- 
structed at the same time to request of the Hejazi repre- 
sentative in London full information regarding the adminis- 
tration of justice in the Hejaz and Nejd in cases involving 
foreign non-Moslem nationals and regarding the handling of 
personal status and family law matters. Such information is, 
I believe, of coneiderable importance in view of the fact 
that Moslem law prevails in that country and that no capitu- 
latory rights are accorded to any foreigners. If satis- 
factory assurances on the above matters are received, I think 
we ehould accord recognition. 

In negotiating a treaty with Ibn Saud I think we might 
follows the example of all the great powers by semiing in due 
time a representative, preferably from the Department, to 
Jeddah. In that way the Department would be able to obtain 


valuable first-hand infa mation on conditions in the country. 


Wallace Murray 
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Zeonomic Situation in the Hajaz and Nejd and 
its Dependencies. 


The information contained in this memorandum is based 
largely upon a report made by the American Automotive 
Trade Commissioner for the Near East who visited Jeddah, 
the port of Meeca, in March 1930. No representative of 
the Department of State, so far as is known, has ever 
visited the Hejaz and Nejad. 


Foreign Trade. 


Exports. Exports from the Hejaz and Nejd are esti- 
mated at about $200,000 annually; the chief products are 
hides, skins, pearls and gums. It is believed that a 
considerable share of these exports are to the United 
States. 

Imports. Imports into the Hejez and Nejd through 
the port of Jeddah ae estimated at from $13,000,000 to 
$15,000,000 annually. Approximately 70 per cent of these 
imports consist of essential food products and textiles, 
such as sugar, rice, grain, flour, spices, tea, coffee, 


and cotton goods and prints. The balance of the imports 
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are accounted for by automotive products and accessories, 
petroleum products, pumps, lighting and power plants, 
hardware and electrical equipment. 

Balance of Trade. These imports are paid for largely 
through funds expended in the country by Moslems making 
the pilgrimage to Mecoa. It is estimated that each foreign 
pilgrim expends on an average of 3200 during his stay in 
the Hejaz, and since the number of pilgrims in recent years 
has been about 100,000, it is apparent that the country's 
inoome from this source is approximately 20,000,000 
annually. 

American Share of Imports. Imports from the United 
States during 1929 were estimated at about 435,000, and 
consisted chiefly of automotive equipment and accessories, 
gasoline and kerosend, pumps, lighting and power plants, 
sewing machines and general hardware. 

i Com es Represented. At the present time 
at least twenty American companies are represented at 
Jeddah by agents. These companies include the following: 
General Motors, Ford, Chrysler, Packard, Firestone, Good- 
year, Champion Sparkplug, Standard 011 of New York, and 
Singer Sewing Machine. 


Possibility of Increasing American Tirade. The Auto- 
motive Trade Commissioner is of the opinion that with the 


appointment 


appointment of an American Consul to Jeddah, our trade 
could be increased by from £150,000 to $250,000 during 
the firat year and that it would not be long before our 
imports passed $1,000,000. The Trade Commissioner states 
that he is confident that the lack of a consular officer 
was responsible recently for the loss of at least °40,000 
worth of trade in automotive lines. 

In this connection the Trade Commissioner adds that 
King Ibn Sawi is understood to have given instructions to 
eonfine the Government's purchases of motor cars to 
Baropean makes as a protest against the failure of the 
United States to accord recognition to his Government in 
1928. Automobiles were first imported into the Hejaz dur- 
ing the latter part of 1926; from December 1926 to January 
1930, it is estimated that 1,475 automobiles and trucks 
were imported into the country, of which 953 were in opera- 
tion in January 1930. Of these automotive units, 678 were 
used for the pilgrim traffic, 240 were used by the Govern- 
ment and 35 were owned by private individuals, Here it 
should be mentioned that the “ing and many Covernment 
officials employ automobiles to cover the long distances 
between various parts of the Kingdom; villages and cases 
that formerly were many days distant from Mecca or from 
Riyadh, the capital of Nejad, may now be reached in a few 
hours by motor car. 

The 
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The Trade Commissioner believes that there will be 
numerous opportunities for American concerns to engage 
in some of the following lines: 

1. Reoonstruction and extension of the Hejaz 
Railway (from Damascus to Medina) and 
replenishing its rolling stock and oquip- 
ment. 

2. Building of roads and highways. 


3. Construction of ports, wharves and ware- 
houses. 


4. Telephone system, electrification, sewer- 
age and water supply contracts. 


5e The minting contract. 


6. Kmployment of American technical ani 
administrative experts. 


7. Securing government contracts for American 
firms or products: automotive vehicles, 


aeroplanes, tires, petroleum, arms and 
ammunitions, food products for the army. 


Government Finances. 


The estimated Government revenue is as follows: 
Ie Revere from Pilgrims: 
@e (uarantine tax $ 580,000 
be Taxes from motor transport 
1. Jedda-Mecoa route $240,000 
2. Jedda-Medina " 600,000 840 ,000 
Gc. Taxes received in various forms 
on expenditures of pilgrims - 
7% per cent of *20,000,000. 1,500,000 
Total from pilgrims $2,920,000 


II. 
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(Brought forward) Total from pilgrims $ 2,920,000 
IIe Motor vehicle taxes 53,700 


III. Customs revermes (20)) of $15,000,000) 
3,000,000 


IV. All other taxes (tithes, et cetera) 
1,250,000 
Total estimated revenue $7,223,700 


General “Economic Conditions. 


A large share of the population of the Hejaz is 
nomadic, but the Xing is endeavoring to settle some of 
these people on the land. It is understood that he has 
already established 170 villages and it is probable that 
this mumber will grow, since, with the increase in law and 
order, there is less opportunity and less reason for the 
tribes to engage in the raids which have always been a 
feature of Bedouin life. The settlement of additional 
Bedouins on the land will require the continued importation 
of pumps and other irrigation machinery. It is possible 
that within another generation the nomadic life, which has 
been necessary because of the lack of water will become ea 
thing of the past and that the Hejaz will develop into an 
agricultural country. Another factor which is having, and 
will continue to have, an influence on the life of the 
Bedouin is the growing replacement of camels by the motor 
ear, Hitherto the economic life of the Bedouin has 


centered 
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R Soun the camel which he has bred in large 

Be As the demand for these animals decreases, as it 
y will, the Bedouin must seek other means of 

» It ie therefore not improbable that the next 


) twenty-five or thirty years will see a complete transforma- 


tion of Bedouin life with a strong tendency toward settle- 
ment in villages. ‘Sueh a transformation, coupled with an 
inereasing purchasing power, will of course create an afdi- 
tional demani for manufactured coois. 
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Please index this with the 
memoranda regarding the call 
of Mr. Ameen Rihani on the secre- 
tary with regard to the recogni- 
tion of Ibn Saud, King of the 


He jaz and Nejad and Dependencies. 
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February 9, 1931. 





eply to your inquiry as to whether Congressional 
authorization is necessary before an American consular 
officer is assigned to Jeddah, the port in the Kingdom of 


the Hejaz and Ne ja where foreign consular officers are sta- 
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tioned, I have ascertained that no such authorization is 
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Wallace Murray. 
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Mr. oretary: 

Vevey for your signature, if 
you approve, an instruction to our Embassy 
in London setting forth the steps which 
we desire taken with a view to according 
recognition to Ibn Saud, King of the 
He jaz and Nejd and Dependencies. 

As you will note, it has been ap- 

proved and initialed by all officers of 


the Department concerned in the matter. 
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American Ambassador, 
London. 
Sir: 

For some time the Department has had under sconsider- 
ation the advisability of extending the formal reeognition 
of this Government to the Kingdom of the Hejaz and Nejad 
and its Dependencies. Upon the receipt of the present in- 
struction it is desired that you take the steps set forth 
below with a view toward assisting the Department in 
arriving at a final oconelusion in this mtter. In order 
that you may be acquainted with the background of the 
question, there are enclosed several pertinent documents 
which you are requested to study carefully. These doeu- 
ments are the following: 

(1). Wote of September 29, 1928, to the 
Seoretary of State from the Foreign Office 
at Meooa. j 

(2). Department's instruction No, 24 of 
Jamuary 7, 1929, to the American Minister 
at Cairo. 


/ 
(3). Despateh No, 315 of Jashary 11, 1930, from 
the American war t Gairo. 


re 
(4). Department's inatruction No. 100 of 
Fe ry 28, 1930, to the American Minister 
at Cairo, 


From & perusal of these documents you will observe that 
the question of the recogition of the Hejas and Nejd ani its 
Dependencies was first brought te the attention of the Seore- 


tary 
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tary of State by a form) note dated September 29, 1928, 
from the Acting Director of Foreign Affairs at Mecea. In 
replying to this commanicetion, through the American Legation 
at Cairo, the Department directed the Legation, informally 
and orally, to state that the question of reeognition was one 
to which the Seeretary of State found it impracticable to 
reply at that time, but that the Secretary felt confident 
that at the appropriate time the question would receive the 
sympathetic consideration whieh it deserved. 

On several oecasions subsequently the Legation at Cairo 
has had this matter brought to its attention either by the 
Hejasi Agent at Cairo or by Mr. H. St. John Philby, & British 
subject residing at Jeddah who is partioularly close to the 
Government of King Ibn Saud. In his desyatoh No. 315 of 
January 11, 1930, the American Minister at dairo, after ré- 
ferring to these informal commnications with the Hejasi 
Agent and with Mr. Philby, expressed the opinion that the 
time had come when favorable action should be taka upon 
the formal request which the Hejasi Government had made for 
reeognition. fo this communication the Department replied 
that it was imelined to the view that if, and when, recog- 
nition is extended to the Government of King Ibn Saud, it 
should be extended simultaneously to the Government of 
the Imam of Yemen. At the same time it was pointes out 
that the Department 414 not contemplate that it would be 
in a position to give further consideration to this question 
umtil 1% had determined the character of American represen- 
tation in Iraq, and that a decision in the latter question 
mast await the ratification of the tripartite convention 
signed at Londen on January 9, 1930, between the United 
States, Great Britain and Iraq. 

The 
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The Department has recently been advised by the American 
Consul’ at Baghdad that the Iraqi Parliament has passed a bill 
aathorizing the King to ratify the above mentioned convention. 
It is therefore probable that the ratificeations of the conven- 
tion will be exchanged at London at an early date. The ques- 
tion of the character of Amerioan representation in Iraq is 
now under consideration, and for your confidential infa mation 
it may be stated that the Department is contemplating raising 
the rank of its representation in Baghdad to that of a legation 


js and appointing the present consul, for the time being at least, 


as chargé d'affaires. 

The point has been reached therefore where it is possible 
te give consideration to the matter of extending reco gition 
te the Government of the Hejaz and Nejd and its Dependencies 
and to the Government of the Imam of Yemen. After sareful 
eonsideration the Department has come to the conclusion that 
the degree of political development in the Yemen and the nature 
eof the Imam's relations with nq@ ghboring States as well as the 
extent of American trade in the country are not sush as to 
make it advisable for the United States to extend recognition 
to the Government of the Imam at this time. There appears to 
be no reason, however, why this Government should not reeog- 
nise the Government of King Ibn Saud, provided that it is 
possible to obtain certain assurances from that Government. 

It so happens that the present Hejasi Minister in London, 
Shaikh Hafez Wahba, was present at the interview in Cairo at 
whieh the First Seeretary of the American Legation in that 
eity eonveyed to the Hejasi Agent the message contained in 
the Department's instruction Ho. 24 of January 7, 1929, to 
the American Legation at Cairo. It ia believed that because 
of hia familiarity with the question, gained partly at the 


above 
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above mentioned interview and partly elsewhere, Shaikh Hafes 
Wahba is the logical person with whom to carry on present 
nego tietions. 
Upen the receipt of the present instruction, and after 

@ study ef the accompanying documents, it is desired that 
a member of the Embasay staff seek an early interview with 
the Hejasi Minister in London. At this interview the 
American representative should state that he is calling under 
instructions from his Government to inform the Hejazi Minister 
that the Government of the United States is now in @ position 
to give favorable and sympathetic consideration to the re- 
quest for the reesognition of the Hejas ani Nejad and its 
Dependengies which was contained in the note addressed on 
September 29, 1928, to the Seeretary of State by the Aoting 
Direetor for Foreign Affairs at Mecca. He should add that 
before taking further steps in the matter the American Gov- 
ernment would be interested to learn whether the Government 
of His Majesty King Ibn Saud would be prepared to enter into 
a treaty of frieniship, commerce and navigation providing 
for unconditional most-favorei-mtion treatment. At the 
game time this Government would be g1ad to reeeive informa- 
tion with respect to the provisions of the Hejasi am Nejai 
laws governing the administration of justice in eivil, 
commercial, criminal and personal status cases in which 
foreigners are involved. The American representative should 
express the hope that the Hejasi Minister will be good enough 
to communicate the foregoing to his Government at Mecoa with 
the request that any reply which that Government may wish 

\ te make be communicated through the Minister to your Embassy. 
‘ne Department also desires that you request the appro- 
priate authorities of the Foreign Office to be good enough 


to 


' 890 £.01/ Ck 
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to furnish you with informtion with regard to the administra- 
tion of justice in the Hejas anf Nej@ with special reference 
te civil, cviminal, commercial ani personal status eases in 
Which British subjects are involved. You may assure the 
Foreign Office that any infomation whieh it may see fit to 
furnish on this subject will be considered by the Department 
as strietly confidential. You may at the same time state, 
for the oonfidential information of the Foreign Office, that 
this Government now as under consideration the advisability 
of extending recognition to the Government $f King Ibn Saud. 

The Department will look forward to receiving a report 
of the conversations in whieh you discuss the above matters 
with the Hejasi Minister ani with the Foreign Office. 

Very truly yours, ] 


“¥ L. STIMSON 


Rudlogures: 
(1). Wete of September 29, 
1926, to Seeretary of 
State from Foreign Office 
at Meeca, 


(2). Lg ge instruetion 
Ho. 84 of pt j 1929, 
te the American Minister 
at Caire,. 


(3). teh Bo, 315 of Janucary 11, 
1930, from American Legation ~ 
at Gaire. 


(4). Department's ingtruetion Ne. 100 j Af 
of February 26, 1930, to the 
American Minister at Gaire. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE \) (& 


DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 


February 9, 1931. 


Mr. obptie: 


The Secretary called me on the buzzer this afternoon 
to say we could go ahead along the lines suggested in the 


matter of according recognition to Ibn Saud, King of the 


ar 


Fe jaz and Nejd. 
The present. instruction to London was drawn up in 


advance on the basis of the recommendations made to the 


Secretary and it has, as you will note, been initialed by 


Mr. Barnes, Mr. Hackworth and Mr. Metzger. 
Do you think it desirable that thé instruction be 


Signed by the Secretary? If so, would you be so good as 
to initial if you approve. It may be that he would care 


to see it since he has been following the matter personally. 
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DEPARTMENT GF STATE 
The Secretary plans to speak to the President shortly 





regarding the question of recognizing the Government of 
Ibn Saud, King of the Hejaz and Nejd and Dependencies. 

On the assumption that the President will have no 
objection to such recognition, we have prepared the pres- 


ent instruction to the American Ambassador in London. 


V¥6e0/10°S3068 MS 


I should be appreciative if you would look it over 
and initial it if you approve and return it then to me, 
I will then take it up with Mr. Castle and the Secretary. 


© 


Nr. ae Win aj 


NE WSM:HN 


Feb>y,, 
Carlton Hurst, Esquire, rv qo 
American Consul, 
AGen, Arabia, 


lon) 


Sirs 

There is enclosed for your confidential information 
& copy of the Department's instruction No. 666 of February 
10, 1931, to the American Embassy at London, together with 
eopies of its enclosures, with regard to the recognition 
of the Goverment of the Hejas and Nejad and its Depeniencies. 

Very truly yours, 
For the Secretary of State: 


W. R. Castle, gr. 
Enoleosure: 
Copy of instruetion 


No. 666, to Lonfon; 
with emelosures. 


8907.01/294 
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Feb 7 1961. 
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No, 90 


The Honorable 
Williem M. Jardine, 
American Minister, 
Cairo. 
Sir: 


There is enelosed for your sonridential information 


&® copy of the Department's instruction No, 666 of February 10, 


1931, to the American Embassy at London, with regard to the 
recognition of the Government of the Hejas am Nejd and its 
Dependencies. 

The reason why the Department has found it desirable 
to oarry on these negotiations through the Embassy at 
London is explained in the paragraph beginning at the 
bottom of page 3 of the above mentioned instruction. 

Very truly yours, 
For the Secretary of State; 


W. R. Castl 
Buel ceure te OM» 


$ 
As above stated. 


oro 


NE /oc A true copy of 


fund, the signed orig- 
C inal, 

gol. we 
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February 24 1981. 


Alexander K. Slean, Esquire, 

Ameri ean Consul, 

Baghdad, Iraq. 

Sirs 

There is enclosed for your confidential information 
@ copy of the Department's instruction No. 666 of February 
10, 1931, to the Ameviven Embassy at London, together with 
eopies of its enclosures, with regard to the recognition 
eof the Government of the Hejaz and Nejad and its Dependencies. 

. Very truly yours, 
Por the Secretary of State: 


W. R. Castle, JF, 


Enoloswre: 

Cepy of instruction 
No. 666, to London; 
with enclosures. 


bese 
Feb. «© 197" 


890F.,02/294 
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NO DISTRIBUTION. 
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THE SECRETARY 
February 9, 1931. 





STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL. 
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“CATIONS WZ eSognition of the King of Hejaz. 


The President said to go ahead with the 


2- I discussed John Dyneley Prince, Minister to 
Yugoslavia, with him and told him that if Prince was 
moved from there he would have to be succeeded by a 
Foreign Service man rather than by a new civilian. 

3. He is still opposed to the publacecaed of 


Reuben Clark's memorandum on the Monroe Doctrine. 


HLS. 
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Rec'd 16 a.m, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington 


96, April 1, 1 p.m. 
- 


. 


Depattment's 87), March 31, 





5 p.m 
Report covering request to Foreign Office goes 
forward in the pouch by AQUITANI& April 2nd. Formal 
reply from the Legation of Hejaz and Nejd has not yet 
been received but the Embassy is assured that it will 


pe favordble, 
DAWES 


WWO-HPD 
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, WILL INDICATE WHETHER 
' Collect 
Charge Department 
\ OR 


S ceciaied OFFICE TELeG RAW SENT 





Charge to 
/$ 


AMBEMBASSY 
67 LONDON (ENGLAND) 


paragraph of/the Department 's/ mail Anstruction Now) 666 / of 
February )10,/ 1931? /If not, /when may the report be expected? 


Has the (Smbassy /submitted the report ‘requested/ in the/final , 


t. BE TRANSMITTED 


CONFIDENTIAL CODE 
NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE 
PLAIN 


March 31, 1931 _ 


af 
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» 
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4 


VO£/10°A068 


Suntan 
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Sent by operator .....__-.__--- a eee cate catia tascam ntiniieansinidnhinitln eae 


Index Bu.—No. 50. SovERMENT rRErrEVe oFricR §=—1—138 


Dear Ray: 
As you are no doubt aware, the Department on 


February 10, 1931, sent the kmbassy « detailed in- 


+ ° he 


struction setting forth the steps whioh it desired the 


Embassy to take in the matter of the recognition of the _ 
Kingdom of the Hejag ani Nejd and its Dependencies, If - 
I remember correctly, the conoluding paragraph of this te 
instruction stated tmt the Department would await with = 


interest the fmbassy's report of any conversations which 
might be had on this subject with the Hejasi representea- 
tive in London. On the assumption that the Department's 
instructions have been oarried out, we are womnlerim why 
the Embassy has refrained from sending us any reports on 
this matter, In view of its importance, a farmal in- 
struction will probably go forward in 4 day or so ani my 
above remarks are merely by way of comment. 

I have just noted a rather interesting article 
on the Hejas, by Eldon Ruster, in the GEOGRAPHICAL JOURNAL 
for February, 1931, published by the Royal Geo,cre phical 


Sooiety 


Raymond &. Cox, Haquire, 
First Secretary, American Embassy, 
London. 


Seeiety of London. On page 10] Mr. Rutter states that "In 
Jidda the non-Moslems are unier the protection of the ruler." 
It would baterest me greatly to receive further information 
regarding the administration of justice in the Hejaz and 
Nejad in eases involving fereig non-Moslenms. If by any 
chanee you know Mr. Rutter, or have any opportunity to talk 
with him, his further remarks and observations on this mbject 
would doubtless be of considerable value. 

In @ regent letter from Ray Atherton he tells me that 
he will soon be in Washington and I shall also mention the 
matter to him at that time. 

With best wishes, believe me 

Sincerely yours, 


Wal lace Murray 


uz wau/ac 
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Tne Cecretary of Ltate, DEPARTMENT OF SIATE 
DIVISION OF 

COMMUNICATIONS AND RECO ADS 
PUBLICATIONS SECT.ON 


APR 16 193% 
Combos) sty the Lb 


Washington, D. U. 







IL ave the honor to reYer to the aubassy's cablecrun 
Ge 1 3¢ 


lioe 9S, april 1, Ll pe m, and to previous correspondence 


llejaz and ejd and its Dependencies, and to trensmit 
1/ herewith a copy of a confidential memorantun from th 
Foreign Office under date of liarch 5, which was receive 
in reply to an inquiry made in compliance with the 
Denvartment's instruction lo. 666 of February “1631 
(File No. 890 f.01/). « copy of a memorandum which was 
2/ handed to the llinister of the Nejaz and Nejd on larch 5 


is 


wer 


Ie /l1O°HO063 


3/ 


is also enclosed, together with a covy of a memorandum of 

a telephone conversation on april 1 with the Fist 
Secretary of his Legation. us soon as te written ‘ 
communication referred to in the last enclosure is recsived 
from the Lesation of the Lejaz and wejd a further report 


will be made to the Departzient. 


Res ectfully yours, 


(For the unbassador) 


Benjamin Thaw, cLre 
First Secretary of imbassy. 


Encl¥sures: 


1. Wemorandum fron t»e Foreicn Office dated Murch 4, 1931. 


2e Nemoraidvum handed to the liinister of the iiejaz and liejd, 
da: :i March 5, 1951. 


Se liemoraidum of telephone conversation with First Sccretary 
of the Legation of the Lejaz and Vejd, duted april l, 
a9Sle 


4. 5 copies White Paper entitled TREATY BETWEEN HIS MAJESTY 
AND HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF THE HEJAZ AND OF NEJD 
AND ITS DEPENDENCIES, May 20th, 1927, together with 
Notes Exchanged May 19th-2lst, 1927. 


4 Carbon Uupu 






Received ... 


CONFIDENTIAL - 


Memoran gum. 
Position of 8ritish Subdjects ani British Protected Persons 


in the Kingdom of the Hejaz ani Nejd and its Dependencies. 





The position of British subjects and British 
protected persons in the Hejaz and Neild is regulated by 
Article 5 of the Treaty of Jedda of May 20, 1927 (Command 
Paper 2951), the relevant portion of which runs as follows:- 

"His Majesty the King of the Hetaz and of Nejd and 

"4ts Dependencies recomises the national (British) status 

"of all subjects of His Britannic Majesty and of all 

"persons enjoying the protection of His Britannic Majesty 

"who may at any time be within the territories of His 

"Majesty the King of the Hejaz and of Nejd and its 

"Dependencies; it being understood that the principles 

"of international law in force between indenvenient 

"Governments shall be respected." 

2. Prior to the conclusion of this Treaty, it is 
possible that His Majesty's Government micht have been able to 
claim capitulatory rights in the Hejaz, but in practice they 
Ach ’ 
eve not attempted to exercise such rights. This treaty 
provision misht now be invoked as precluding any such clain. 
In practice, however, it does not involve any chance in the 
policy of His Majesty's Government, which is not to claim 
capitulatory rights in Ibn Saud's daminions, althourh it is 
not intended to make any formal statement renouncinry such 
rimhts in terms. In pursuance of this policy, His Najesty's 

WU. Said’s earinanG.0 => 
Diplomatic and Consular officers/have instructions to arrange 
as far as possible for the settlement out of court of cases in 
which Sritish subjects or British orotectei persons may be 
involved. If in any particular case, however, it should prove 
impossible to arrange for a settlement out of court, the 
jurisdiction of the Hejaz courts would not be disputed on 
grounis of exterritoriality, although representations micht be 
made in the case of any action on the part of the local courts 


falline/ 


falling below the reneral international staniard. 

Se In the oriinary Hejaz courts the Mosle ( Sharia) 
law is exclusively appliei. For purely commercial guttuan, 
however, a special commeroial court known as the Mejlis-ut- 
Tujar, which had not functioned for some years, was recently 
revived. This court consists of six “commercial” memters, 
sitting under the presidency of the Sovernment representative, 
ani it has attached to it one of the doctors of law, or 
Ulema, whose juty it is to ensure that the rulings of the 
court accord with Moslem law. His Matesty's Government have 
not yet had any experience of the working of this court. 

4. Only one case of any importance involving a 3ritish 
subject has arisen since the sirnature of the Treaty of Jedia. 
This was in connexion with the (British) agent in Jedda of an 
Italian steamship company, who was summoned to appear before 
the local Sharia court in connexion with an action brought 
armainst his company. This case, incidentally, occurred 
before the re-establishment of the Mejlis-ut-Tufar. On the 
intervention of the British Agent and Consul, a satisfactory 
compromise was reached in egreement with the He fazi 


authorities. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 


4th March 1951. 


COPY 
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Minister to the .mericun wmbassador in London. 

in its instruction to the wsrierican ambassador the 
Departrent of Utate realizes thut the present liejazi 
iinister in Loncon was »resent at an interview at the 
ailerican Legution at Cairo ‘sen this subject was disc-ssed, 
und it is because of Sheikh Nafiz wahba's familiurity with 
the ,uestion gained not only at the aforementioned intcr- 
view but in other yuurters as vell thet the Tecr:tuit’ of 
stute hus instructed the .rieric.un — ‘dbeussaitor 


with hime 


London, Jiarch 5, 1931. 


MEMORANDUM. 


This morning I telephoned the First Seoretary of 
the Legation of te Hejaz and Nejad to ask when a reply 
might be expected to the memorandum regarding the 
reoognition of the Kingdom of the Hejaz and Nejd and 
its Dependencies by the United States which was handed 
to the Minister by Mr. satherton on March 5. .«fter 
consulting the Minister, the Secretary informed me 
that the Minister had this morning received a conmmunica- 
tion from his Government stating that the suggestions 
made were acceptable, and that the answer would be in 
the affirmative, further details being now on the wey. 
The Secretary added that the delay was due to the tine 
reguired for coamunicating with his Government, two 
weeks being needed in each direction, but gave me to 
understand that the Minister would write to the 
Ambassador as soon as he was in possession of his full 
instructions, which it was thought would be within the 


next few days. 


Benjamin Thaw, JTre 


London, april 1, 1951. 


ATT 3 4 1, ABSl. 


Be. 26 / 


The Honorable 
Charles G. Dawes, 
American Ambassador, 
Lonéion. 
Sir: 

The receipt is acknowledged of Mr. Thaw's unsigned 
despatch No. 1808 of April 1, 1931, in reply to the 
Secretary of State's instruction No. 666, of February 10, 
1931, regarding the recognition of the Government of 
King Ibn Saud. Enclosed with this despatch were copies 
of a confidential memorandum from the Foreign Office, 
of a memorandum handed to the Hejazi Minister on 
March 5, 1931, and of a memorandum of a telephone con- 
versation which took place on April 1 between a member 
of the Embassy Staff and the Secretary of the Hejazi 
Legation. 

In the instruction, under reference, the Embassy 
was informed that the Department would "look forward 
to receiving a report of the conversations in which 
you diseuss the above matters with the Hejazi Minister 
and with the Foreign Office". 

The Department has noted with surprise that the 
Embassy after receiving this important instruction 


apparently delayed more than five weeks in replying 
to 


te it ani that Mr. Thaw's present deapateh contains no 
account ef the conversations which, so the Department 
wierstanis, members of the Embassy Steff coniucted 
deth with the Hejasi representative ani with competent 
effieials ef the Foreign Office regarding the reeogni- 
tien of King Ibn Saul. 

The Eubaeay ie requested te make a full report on 
what has ao far been done. 

Very truly yours, 
Yor the Seeretary of State: 


W. B. Castle, Jr. 


e00r 01/2 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


DIVISION OF NEAR BASTERN AFFAIRS ne. ae 
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April 14, 1921. \ 
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Babassy has been rather casual in handling this matter. 

Our detailed instruction of February 1s, 1 31, 
signed by the Seoretary, closed with a request that the 
Embassy "report the conversations in which you discuss 
the above matters with the Hejazi Minister and with the 
Foreign Office", _ 

After waiting in vain until April itt for some sort 
of reply we wired the Embassy and this is what we get: 
an unsigned despatch sent by Thaw, "for the Ambassador" 
making no reference either to the conversations which 
Atherton tells me took place at the Embassy between the 
Ambassador, Atherton and the Hejazi Minister or to the 


full discussions which Atherton says took place with 


con 


competent officials of the Foreign Office. The memorandum ‘4 


furnished by the Foreign Office is sketchy and incomplete 


and should, obviously, have been supplemented by the 
information conveyed orally during the discussions with 
Foreign Office officials. 

Do you want the matter brought to the Embassy's 
attention? 


me WSN \rAM LG ee Wane 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
JHR cia iegnieningsats GRAY 


1—1336 London 
FROM 
Dated April 14, 1931 
Rec'd 12.50 p. m. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington 


107, April 14, 4p. m 
40 
My 96,/Anvil 1, 1 p. m. 


Copy of formal memorandum in favorable sense handed 





me today by the Minister of the Hejaz and Nej goes forward 


by pouch today. - 
WES 


890 F.01/29a 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 
LURE TARY i 
sek April 17, 193 rn 
APR 17 193) ais ; L 
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Herewith a draft of a proposed instruction to our 





< 


Embassy at London regarding its remissness in replying 
to the Secretary's instruction regarding the recognition 
of King Ibn Saud, 

If you think the instruction rubs it in too much 
by underlining the fact that the Secretary's signed 
instruction was replied to by an unsigned one by Mr. Thaw, 
I should be glad to modify it in any way you wish. I do, 


c/ | 


however, feel that in view of what Mr. Atherton told me 
of the various conversations that took place in London 
regarding this matter, Thaw's handling of it has been 
pretty sloppy. 
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The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


Sirs 


: 


i, 

Referring to my cablegram No. 107, April 14, 4 p. me, 
and previous correspondence concerning the question of 
extending the formal recognition of the United States 
Government to the Kingdom of the Hedjaz and Nejd and its 
Dependencies, I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy 
of the memorandum handed me this morning by the Liinister 
of the Hedjaz and Nejd in reply to the memorandum given by 
me to him on iwarch 5, 1931, a copy of which was forwarded 
with the Embassy's despatch No. oie / Ala le LO Sle 


J 


Respectfully yours, 


(Fgr the ca eh 





MAY 4- 1931 


First Secretary of Embassy. 
Enclosure: kK 
Copy of memoratdum from the Minister of the Hedjaz and Nejd,’ 


dated April 135, 1931. 


e¢/10°4058 


COPY. 


42, Eaton Place, 
London, S. We le 
Royal Legation of Hedjaz & Nejd, 
London. 


MEMORANDULE 


The Minister of the Hedjaz and l'ejd has 
received the reply of his Government to the 
Memoranduin presented to him by His Excellency 
the american ambassador in London, on the 6th 


of March 1931. 


The Government of His Majesty King abdul 
Azeez Al Saud tender their thanks to the Ameri- 
can Government for their readiness to give 
favourable and sympathetic consideration to the 
request for the recognition of the Kingdom of 


the Hedjaz and Nejd, and its Dependencies. 


His Majesty'*s Government signify their 
desire to enter with the american Government, 
into a Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and 
Navigation - providing for the most favoured 
nation, treatment as they have done with other 


powers. 


Zo 


His Majesty's Government have the honour 
to inform the American Government that the Hedjaz 
and Nejd laws, governing the administration of 
justice in civil, commercial, and criminal cases 
are The Islamic Laws. In addition, a special 
council is provided for commercial cases. With 
regard to cases of Personal Status, non-Moslem 
foreigners are treated according to special laws 


in common with other non-lioslem Europeans. 


The Minister of the Hedjaz and Nejd would be 
grateful if His Excellency the American ambassador 
would be good enough to convey the above to the 


American Government. 


13th April 1931. 





rit) 


Wallace S. Murray, Esq.e, 


EMBASSY OF THE r= 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA | 
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Dear Wallace: ~~ ./' '.- 


Your letter of April 2nd to Ray Cox has been 
referred to me as in Atherton's absence I have been 
handling the matter of the contemplated recognition 
of the Kingdom of the Hedjaz and Nejd and its Depend- 
encies. I did not know anything about it samale the 
receipt of the Department's cable instruction No. a7, 
ldarch 51, 5 pe st whereupon I telephoned to the Legation 
and then drafted cablegram No, 96, Apia ig LL De Mey 


f 


and despatch No. 1808 of the same date. Yesterday, as 
you will see from ee NOe 1832, April 14, the 
Minister called on the .imbassador and handed him a 
memorandum. I presume that the delay in making any 


report before April lst was due to a desire to cover 


the whole thing in one despatch; the delay involved 


in getting a reply from the Legation is attributed by 


the latter to the time required for communication with 
Mecca. The reply finally received is not quite as much 
in detail as might be wished but it does not seem to 
they ¥ 
rd 


f 
| 


APR 2? 


Chief of Division of Near “astern Affairs, 
Department of State, 
Washington, Db. C. 
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that any comment in that sense would be appropriate 

in the transmitting despatch as the Minister said 
nothing by way of elaboration. le speaks hardly any 
English and so the Secretary had to act as interpreter. 
I may say, for your information, that they both rather 
gave the impression that they thought that the question 
of recognition was pretty much all settled. I suppose, 
however, that the Department will want to consider the 
Minister's memorandum before coming to a definite con- 
clusion, and that this Embassy will receive appropriate 
instructions in due course. One thing which struck me 
was that the Minister's reference to most-favored-nation 
treatment omits the word “unconditional”. I do not 

know whether this has any significance as I am not sure 
whether the treaties with other Vowers to which he refers 
provide for conditional or unconditional most-favored- 
nation treatment. 

A small error occurs in the correspondence caused 
by my misreading a notation in atherton's handwriting, 
but it is of no great importance: the Embassy's memorandum 
of March Sth was handed to the Minister on liarch 6th, 
not March Sth, as stated. The Minister's memorandum is 
dated april 13th but, as stated, was handed to the 


ambassador 


- % = 
Ambassador on April 14th. 
IT note what you say about Mr. Rutter and, if 


possible, will follow it up. 
With cordial regards, believe me, 


Sincerely yours, — 
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| | 2 Your despatch 1832, April 14. 

Please inform the’ He jeud, Uinister that the tettes 
States extends full resognition ‘6 the Government of | 
His Majesty King ‘Thon’ saua’ of the ‘Hejaz and Nejd ana ite’ 
Dependencies’and request him to be good enough to com- 
municate the fact to the Foreign Office! at Meooa. | 

At the same time state that ‘pending an’ opportunity | 
for the ‘naeotinblon ‘of a'formal treaty of commerce and 
navigation, this Government would be glad to enter into | 
an wxshance ot note’ witel his Government ‘providing for ' 
reciprocal’ unconditional most-favored-nation treatment’ 
in such matters.’ If the'He jazi ‘sovernment is prepared’ 
to proceed ‘so such/an exchange of notes! full instructions 
will be sent to you’at an early date in order that’ the 
notes’ may be” exchiancet ‘ix London, “ 

The Department will issue a statement ‘to the’ press 
regarding ‘the recognition of ‘the Hejaz for publication 
in the morning ‘on pore of May fourth. ’ Please ‘so inform 
ie agent" ventaves’ tn deter thet he wig bovine’ nie 
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si WD red Baan eae aaa eae 


Index Bu.—No. 50. SovSKWMENT FRENTING OFFICR ©=1—138 


Vre/10°S068 


PREPARING OFFICE TELEGRAM SENT TO BE TRANSMITTED 


WILL INDICATE WHETHER CONFIDENTIAL CODE 
Collect NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE 
Ch b 
me Arpartment of State “ 
Charge to 
$ Washington, 
2 


/ ( ; 
Government ‘of American recognition prior to that date. 


CR 
May.1,19%1.P% 


yi 


ee GS ee ae eT ae 
Sent by operator.__......._----- . ea Fh) | See ae ee ees eae oe 


Index Bu.—No. 50. CovERIMENT FRENTING OFFICR §©=1— 138 


R + ee 
PM mbis 

PREPARING OFFICE TO BE TRANSMITTED 
WILL INDICATE WHETHER 


CONFIDENTIAL CODE 
NONCONFIDENTIAL CODE 





Collect \ - er 
a Wind of State 
Charge to 383 | he 
:" _ Washington, 
~Appit 605-2931. 
AMLEGATION MAY 1° "Ge 
MAY. 3A é 
/(!' carro (zevpr) Pho 


cate 


| The Embassy /at London jis’ being! instructed tolay 
to inform the He jazi Ministe? that the United States 


extends full fecognition’to the Kingdom of/the He jez 


and fieja/and its Dependencies, / An announcement to 


thig/ effect /is to be /made to (the press for publication 


/ 
in the morning papers of May|fourth, / 
Repeat to Jerusalem, \Beirut, Baghdad and Aden. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 






FOR THE PRE May 2, 1931 


BFEJAZ AND NE 


CONFIDENTIAL FUTURE RELZASE. NOT TO BE 
PUSLISHED BEFORE 9:00 P.M., 
EASTERN STANDARD TIME, SU*DAY, 
MAY 3, 1931. NOT TO 3% PRY- 


VIOUSLY PUSLISEED, QUOTED FROM 
R USED IM ANY WAY. 


The american Ambassador at London nas been iastructed 
to inform the Hejazi Minister at thet capital that the United 
States extends full recognition to tre Government of the’ 
Hejaz and Nejd and its Denendeacies. 


The Kingdom of the Hejaz and Fejd and its Dependencies 
has been recognized vy nearly all of the vrincipal Governments 
of Europe and it has entered into treaty relations with several 
of these Governnents. 


In extending recognition on its part to the Government 
of King Ion Saud, the United States takes cognizance of the 
lactual existence of that Government during a considerable 
period of time and of the successful maintenance within its 
borders of political and economic stability. 


* mo 
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Dear Mr. Cvane: 

I greatiy appreciate your telegram of May 6, 1921, 
vegarding the recognition of the Gevernment of the He jaz 
and Nejad and its Dependencies. Your remarks about King 
Ton Saud, whom I uaierstand you recently visited, are 
of particular interest. 

Very sincerely yours, 


Ww. R. Castle, Jr. 


My. Ghavles R. Grane,: 
622 Fifth Avenue, 
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The Honorab DEPARTHENT OF STATE M — 
The Secretary of State, sed 


Washington, D.C. 


CES! PL 939 
Qin Ui 


Sir’: 


I have thg honor to refer to the Department's cabled 
instruction nd. 113, May 1, 6 p.m., regarding the recognition 
of the Government of His Majesty King Abdul Azeez Al Saud of 
the Hedjaz and Nejd and its Dependencies, and to report that 
upon receipt thereof on the morning of Saturday, May 2, I 
endeavored to reach the Hedjazi Minister but as he was not 
available the Secretary of the Legation called by appoint- 
ment and I informed him of the contents of your telegram 
for transmission to his Government. At the same time I 


1/ sent the Minister a letter, of which a copy is enclosed 
2/ together with a copy of his reply under date of May 4. 


In/ 


=~ «= 
petra beLetion reference is made to my cablegram No, 
136 of May 5, 5 p.m. 

/ With reference to the Department's instruction No. 
eed of Perea 10, 1931, File No. 890 f.01/, I personally 
sought information from the Foreign Office regarding the 
administration of justice in the Hedjaz and Nejad, which 
led to the receipt of the confidential memorandum dated 
March 4 of "31 &@ copy was transmitted with the Embassy's 
despatch ne 1208 of April l. Supplementing this memo- 
randum the Embassy has orally been advised that the position 
of the British Government in not claiming capitulatory 
rights, and at the same time making no formal renunciation 
of them, may be due to the fact that much of the territory 
concerned did not form part of the old Ottoman Empire and 
consequently any general claim to such rights would rest 
upon somewhat uncertain grounds; however, although the 
administration of justice under the Moslem law may sometimes 
be rough and peremptory from the western point of view, it 
gives no cause for complaint inasmuch as most of the British 
subjects in the Hedjaz are Indian Moslems and consequently 
would come under such law by choice. The Foreign Office 
speaks well of the ruler and people of the Hedjaz for their 
energy and initiative in making as much of an effort towards 
progress as their somewhat rigorous environment will permit, 
and also holds a good opinion of the Hedjazi Minister here 
in spite of the anti-British activities which have marked some 
of the earlier stages of his career. One disadvantage 
which the Foreign Office appears to consider the country 
to be under is the lack of a well-defined southern boundary. 
The vagueness of the line through the Asir region is felt 


to be a possible source of complications and it is obvious 


that / 


- 3- 
that the Foreign Office does not consider that civilization 
and governmental responsibility in the Yemen have reached 
anything like the stage at which they now are in the 
Kingdom of the Hedjaz and Nejd, which tends to confirm 
the opinion expressed by the Department on page 3 of 
instruction No. 666 of February 10 last with regard to 
the inadvisability of extending recognition to the 
Government of the Imam of Yemen at this time. 

A copy of the memorandum handed to the Hedjazi 
Minister on the occasion of his visit to me on March 6 
was forwarded with my despatch No. 1808 of April l. The 
substance of his reply was communicated by telegram No. 
107 of April 14, 4 p.m., and textually with the Embassy's 
despatch No. 1832 of April 14. These data already for- 
warded together with the enclosures (hereto appended) in 
relation to the Department's telegraphic instruction No. 
113, May 1, 6 p.m. would seem to document the Department 
fully as to the course of these negotiations up to the 
present time. 

Respectfully yours, 
For the Ambassador: 
r i 


—_ 4 tae ee 


Ray Atherton, 
Counselor of Embassy. 


ee 
1. Copy of letter of May 2 to the Hedjazi Minister. 
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LONDON, May 2, 1931. 
Dear Mr. Minister: 

With reference to the conversation which I had this 
morning with the Secretary of your Legation, I am pleased 
to inform you that I am in receipt of instructions from my 
Government stating that the United States extends full 
recognition to the Government of His Majesty King Ibn Saud 
of the Hejaz and Nejd and its dependencies and directing me 
to request you to be good enough to communicate this fact 
to the Foreign Office at Mecca. 

My Government asks me further to say to you that pending 
an opportunity for the negotiation of a formal treaty of commerce 
and navigation, the Government of the United States would be 
glad to enter into an exchange of notes with your Government 
providing for reciprocal unconditional most-favored-nation 
treatment in such matters. I shall consequently be obliged 
if you will kindly inform me as soon as possible whether your 
Government is prepared to proceed to such an exchange of notes. 

It is the intention of my Government to issue a statement 
to the press regarding the recognition of the Government of 
His Majesty King Ibn Saud of the Hejaz and Nejd for publication 
in the morning papers of May 4. I mention this now as you may 
wish to advise your Government of American recognition prior 
to that date. 
Sincerely yours, 


(Signed) CHARLES G. DAWES. 


Sheikh Hafiz Wahba, 
Legation of the Hejaz and Nejd, 
42, Eaton Place, 
London, S.W. l. 
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Royal Legation of Hedjaz and Nejd, 
London. 42, Eaton Place, 


617. London, S.W. l. 
4th May, 1931. 


Your Excellency, 


I must thank you for your letter of the 2nd instant 
in which you intimate that the Government of the United 
States has given full recognition to the Kingdom of the 
Hedjaz and Nejd and Its Dependencies. I have duly com- 
municated this fact to the Foreign Office at Mecca. 


I am glad to inform Your Excellency that the Govern- 
ment of His Majesty King Abdul Azeez Al Saud is prepared 
to enter into an exchange of notes with the Govemment of 
the United States, pendingthe negotiation of a formal 
treaty of commerce and navigation, providing for reciprocal 


unconditional most-favoured-nation treatment. 


I shall be very grateful if you will be good enough 


to convey this to your Government. 
With the assurance of my highest consideration, 
Yours sincerely, 


. HAFIZ WAHBA. 


—_ 
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Dear Mr, Murray; ‘ Q 


Only the most favored of Allah ought to ventuke down the Red Sea Sq 
countries in the summer, For they who live in the vicinity of the sacred Kaaba 
and lull themselves in its burning shades (130 F. in the shade!) become heat- 
proog, damp-proof, simoom-proof, Whigh is all preparatory, I take it, toa 
a greater and more enduring ‘hot time’ in the Beyond, I am not of the favored 
of Allah, Two weeks in Port Sudan and two weeks in Jeddah have all but killed 
me, But I have survived—-this, in evidence--and I am now on my way to Mt, 
Lebanon the Blessed to recuperate, 


Dur ing which, I shared his bountiful spread twic@a day and had several pri- 
vate discussions with him, I read in the London papers about the recogniiio . 
and the Foreign Secretary here told me that the U.S.Government has already bem 
accorded the treatment of the most favored nations, But from H,M, himself I hax 
thist the U.S, will be treated as the most favored nation, He will cordially 


welcome the delegate or delegation that comes to negotiate the treaty of 
friendship and trade, 


The King came down to Jeddah, as usual, to meet me and emained five pei 


O 
There are big prospects for American enterprise in the Hijagz, Mr, Twitthel] 

an Am, engineer, who was sent by Mr. Chas.R.Crane to the Yaman to do some” 
explgratory work for the Imam, came recently to the Hijaz and, after an 
ratory tour of a month or so, made a report to the King on the minerals of-t 
country, Amongthe @ources of wealth he found oil in the north, along the &. 
and a gold mihe with archeological remains that indicate that this mine was 
worked in pre-Islamic times, ON 


 , 
Moreover, the King wants to have built a port to Jeddah with an iron pier 
about two miles long, as well as a quarantine fos the pilgrims on an island | 
a few miles from Jeddah—a quarantine to excell the present one at Tor, als 
a railroad and automobile roads between Jeddah and Mecca ani “edina, He is eva 
willing to grant a concession to an Am, banking house to open a branch in 


Jegdah, , The Neverysn do fre. Hi jes eke vernment from the piigrimage alone ig tem 
\ 

Here then is a virgin market of great possibilities, I have done all I sm 
could to open it to American capital and enterprise. I myself, I repeat, have 
no axe to grind, Only an interest, purely sentimental, in my nagive contry's 
progress and in the enterprise of the country of th my adoption--the two 
countries I love best. It's up to the Government now to make the necessary 
gesture of encouragement, You will read this, I presume, to Secretary Stimson 
My respects to hin, 


Vit 


When this reaches you the King will be in Riyad, where one of the many,. wi: 
less stations is being installed, But he will come to meet us, either in Jedd 
or in Hasa, when he receives definite information from me of the delegation's 
coming, He should know one month ahead of time, Let me hear from you soony 
With kind regards to you and to “Yr, Allen, 


Most sincerely yo 
Mr, Wallace Murray, ¢ {7 . 
Chief of Division of Near Eastern Affairs, A ‘Me 
——— "4 


Department of State, 
Washington, Lb, . 


\ 


DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
SEE. 890h,001 Am 1/5200 ror... #683 
FROM. Persia §-s—s— (Hart ) DATED .__ June 16, 1931 
Bcd NAME AES 


REGARDING: the recognition of the Government of the Hedjaz by thé 
United States. 
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Teheran, iersiae, 
June 16, 1931 
No. 685. 


the Honorable 
The Seeretary of Stete, 
Washi gton. 
Save 

amamullah, it is true, failed to last as King of 
Afchanistan but, as I have the honor to report, it 
seeus signifiearnt thet no one oan supersede him in the 
news of the Mohasweden world et amy moment he decides 
to bestir himself. 

Teheran newspapers of June 14 reproduced a Mecca 
report from Al-Ahram, a leading Arable daily published 
in Cadre, that before Amenullah departed from Nejaz an 
aasenbly waz held under his sponsorship and over whieh 
he presided in the presence of some of the loyal menbers 
of his former government and « number of Afghen tribal 

shie fp 


@uief: whe were in cees on en vi srimare. hese reper ea 
Gay thet the azbfeet ef tre discussion: rensin » seerets 
‘lame uf the newarpiyers of that ‘art of the sorlé referred 
to the moetis se an sf -han- ndlan con Tress. 

smother newssaper report from il-Abrem said tie t 
while in gyrt Asemullah Lived at ‘otel ony .tephano 
water pullee pretretion, fhe gue reoort enld aire 
thet ,manelleh ees an honor guest at e ban wet -iven t- 
prominent pilerins by the ‘ing of He§$d omd Helare /@- 
ports in cenege| from sone ere fsir both to «anullah 
and (img Ne@ir he: of  fchianieatan, Heogives all of the 
plenoant notice teken of -menulleh these reporte speak 
of the deep iapresaion ande 1 the @éfcham miesion bo 
Meoce by the cordial reee: tio: <xtendec y 1 @ ‘eas 
Bove th aout. 

he Feporte tras (leidurem elao 6asert that tie 
un@rigan imbassedor Sn London es oxpressed the deaire 
of the Sovernme:t of the Imited ict«tes to reve. nizs 
the overmaant of sedjaz, wading: i$ im umtera tocd 
thet the undted tates jovemmcnt «412 aoon ancounce 
G@iphomatic reistio #.” 

‘Mia .42+tlon, Ae, ia @! Qsiree interested in 
@evelopments in swicuboring -o#léem eountrica, would 
acpreeiete it ff .4se Department would forward ery 
readily evailable infcrcamt on om thia Istier o> jeet. 


espeetfuilly yours, 


Charles . ‘art. 
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As you are going to be away tomorrow I think it 


(Fe _ 


would be ae helpful if you could look over the attached 


tele “ke today and initial them if you approve. «aif 
As you will note fram the attached despatch, No. 1832 


hos 
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of April 14, 1931 from London, the Hejazi Goverment has 
signified its willingness to conclude with us a treaty of 
friendship, commerce and navigation providing for most- 
favored-nation treatment. This was the only condition 
which we set to our recognition of King Ibn Saud. 

The Hejazi Government has not given us very much in- 
formation regarding the administration of justice in the 
Hejaz and Nejad, but we obviously cannot expect any more 
favorable treatment than is being accorded to all the 
Principal European Powers which have established relations 





with that country. 
There is also attached a suggested hand-out for the 


press on this subject next Monday, There is likewisd 


@ AV. 


attached a suggested memorandum for the press giving back- 

WY ground material regarding the Hejaz and Nejd. 

\e If you approve of this manner of handling the matter, 
ahs 


le6l 


I will endeavor to get the Secretary's signature on the 
telegram to London tomorrow morning. 


wsM/co 


\Jro Mae Wane » 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 


Mies September 12, 1931. 
Bj .* wf a 
Mr. Caste: 


You will recall that some weeks ago 
Mr. Twitchell, the American engineer who is 
working in the Hejaz, asked Mr. Jardine to 
give him a letter to the effect that the 
He jaz Government actually existed and was 
good for its engagements. Mr. Jardine quite 
properly declined to furnish suah a letter. 
Mr. Twitchell has just been in to see 
me and has said that he has had great diffi- 
culty in convincing American firms that 
there is such a@ Government as the He jaz. 
Some of these firms, he says, seem to think 
that "Hejaz" is the name of a new drink. 
Twitchell has therefore asked that we furnish 
him with some such letter as the attached 
in order that he oan make clear that there 
really is an Hejazi Government. Unless you 
have some objection, I think that we might 
send him this letter, whioh is simply a 
quotation from the statement which was given 
to the press at the time recognition was 
extenied. A copy of the press release from 
which the statement is taken is enclosed 
with the letter, 
We have made clear to Mr. Twitchell 
that we cannot of course make any statement 
with regard to the credit standing of the 
He jaz and that American firms desiring 
such information should seek it through 
banking schamnels,. 
































September 11, 1951. 


My dear Mr. Twi tehell: 
In agcordanse with your request I am enolosing 
@ eopy of the statement which was given to the press at 
the time of the recognition by the United States of the 
Government of King Ibn Saud of the Hejag and Nejd and 
its Dependenosies,. In extending recognition to the 
Government of the Hejaz and Nejad you will note that the 
statement was made that the United States took "cognizance 
of the actual existence of that Government during a oon- 
siderable period of time and of the suscessful maintenance 
within its boriers of political ani economic stability." 
Sincerely yours, 

Enelosure : 

Press Release 

May 16, 1931. 


Wallace Murray, 
Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs. 


Mr. K. S. Twitehell, 
Hotel Washington, 
Washington, D. C. 
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K. S. TWITCHELL 
MINING ENGINEER 
622 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 


PHONE VANDERBILT 0462 * september 1%, 1-21. 


\ } 2 
OF het | C 
\ \¢ ‘ 
Vallece wurrny, hLec., ‘" \\ ' PF 
: ie es ae eas *%> 
Chief, Division Neer hastern Affairs, aD 
Vepurtment, os’ Stele, \ at 


hastsie lent» Ene Gi 


“S Gear gr. iT vst 


i wig! bo searaiwled e the recel,»t of, and thank you 
for, your lteLier Caled September eleventh. It is exucitly the sort of 
Jeter that i wisied saw Tntroduction of the nedjs2 vovernment to 
various firna with whom a msy hove iealings. whe encl.sec Press 
Release olivr ono! estzes your letter. 


During our conversation in hashington, you men- 
tioned the pasuibility of a letter of introduction from you to 
either our tilnister cr Gonsul in isandon, esying that you thought 
they might ve tr!erested in the work we are doing ani intend ts do 


ir the Yemen end tte uedjaz. Should you cure to send me such a lebler, 
i shall teuke pleseanre in meeting whom you may indicxte, sltheuch 1 ex- 


pect. fo huve but lise: cays in bendon. I would appreciate also, & 


cere of jntrodvetion, if you think best, to the Hedjaz mirister, Hafiz 


Wehrebs, in tendon, 


Wish t. ssy it has been 6 rreat vlessure to have :net 
you -ersmelty, uroi a shell ho-e to see you on my return from this ex- 
cecitior, preec'es: ts ay 2 shall ve ‘lad to heer from you and to give 


“ 


you any informmetion at my commarn’ et any tise, 
i:lesse give my regarcs to wr. ¢lling. 
eagulr many thanks for your xindnesses, 


Yours Bircerely, 


es oe Z wih , 


Ig61¢ 6daS: 
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My dear Mr. Twitchell; 

I am gled to learn from your letter of September 19, 
1931, that my recent letter to you enclosing a press 
statement regarding the recognition of the Hejaz by the 
United States will be of assistance. 

With regard to your request for a letter of intredus- 
tion to the Hejazi Minister at London I am afraid that I 
shall not be able to help you directly since I am not 
acquainted with Shaikh Hafez Wahba. However, I have 
written to Mr. Ray Atherton, the Counselor of our Mnbassy 
at Lendon, about your work in the Hejaz and in Yemen ané 
I know that he would be glad to have a talk with you. If 
you care to call on him during your stay in London I have 
little doubt that he will be able to put you in touch 
with the Hejaz‘ Minister. It will not be nesessary for 
me to give you a letter to Mr. Atherton since he will be 
informed of the likelihood of your visit. 

With 
Mr. K. S. Twitehell, 
522 Fifth Avenue, 
Now York City. 
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With best wishes for a pleasant voyage andi for 
the sueeess of your work in the Hejas, I an, 
Yours sincerely, 


Wallace Marray, 
Chief, Division ef Near Eastern Affairs. 


NE nar all 





tember 26 issl. 


Dear Atherton: 

I have no doubt that you have heard of the inter- 
est which Mr. Charles Kk. Crane has in the various coun- 
tries of the Arabian Yeninsula. His interest has particu- 
larly manifested itself in furnishing the Imam of Yemen, 
and more recentiy Ibn Saud of the Hejaz, with the services 
of an American engineer by the name of K. 5. Twitchell. 
Twitehell has spent severel months on two occasions in 
the Yemen and last spring he visited the Hejaz where he 
confueted a preliminary geological exploration the re- 
sults of which were turned over to the Hejazi Government. 

Following a conference with Mr. Crane in the United 
States, Twitehell is now returning to the Hejaz accom 
panied by another engireer andi during the next six 
mouths they expect to make a more detailed geological 
garvey. All of the expenses of this expedition are be- 
ing borne by Mr. Crane as a token of his friendship for 
the Arab people. 

Twitchell has been in Washington for several days 

and 


Ray Atherton, Esquire, 
Counselor of American Embassy, 
Lenion, England. 
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ani has told us a good deal about comfitions in the 

Hejaz and since the Embassy is now being drawn into 
Hejazi affairs it oceurred to me that you might be 
interested in seeing him. I think that he will make an 
effort to see you as he goes through London and it is 
quite probable that he will ask you to put him in touch 
with the Hejazi Minister. As a matter of fact he asked 
me for a letter of introduction to the Minister but since 
I was unacguainted with the good Shaikh Wahba I was un- 
able to comply with the request. 

My own impression is that Twitehell is a responsible 
person and this impression is strengthened by the fact 
that he appears to have carried on Mr. Crane's missions 
satisfactorily. Under the circumstances I do not think 
that you need hesitate introducing him to the Hejesi 
Minister if he so requests. 


Sincerely yours, 


2 MURRAY 





( AY) c . 
SIONS AND REE 
: : eae — 


Qe 





September, 25th. 1931. C7 BY a 


79 04,03 1Y. 
My a Mr Murray :~= ART 4,01 670 #,0) aa 


- 3 Thanks for your letter of aad 
2erd Bt. : 


I shall hope to have the So 
pleasure of meeting Mr.Ray Atherton,Counselor of NY 
the U.S.Embassy in London. Y 

wS 


I wish you to know what a a 
pleasure it was to my wife and myself to have met 
you. a 


— 


oe 
Please give my best to + 


Mr, Alling. a 

Thank you for your good wishes 
I shall be glad to tell you about the work on 
retarning next March or April. 


Yours sincerely, 


Gin Tid 


DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
SEE __867n,9111/74. = FOR... Report #384 
FROM _____. Jerusalem (Simon ) DATED ____ March 8,1932 _ 
TO NAME 1—1127 won 


REGARDING: Government - Hedjaz. 
Only Egypt until now has refused to recognize Ibn Saud's 
monarchy and to establish more normal relations. Italy 
has recently signed treaties with the Hedjaz. 


leb 
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The pact 4s regarded as a further link in the chain 
of diplomatic relations that Ibn Saud is now effecting 
on an international basis. Only Egypt until now has re- 
fused te recognize Ibn Saud’s monarchy and to establish 


more normal relations with his country. 


DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
SEE ....... QZ3.90f64/2 FOR .......... 76 
FROM.._Latvia (Cole ) DATED ____. June 20, 1932. 
TO NAME Renae ore 


REGARDING: Visit to Moscow of delegation from the Kingdom of the 
Hejaz and Nejd and its dependencies; The Soviet Union 
was the first, and without any reservations, to re- 
cognize the independence of the new state and established 
normal diplomatic relations with it. 


th 
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COPY FROM THE AMERICAN LAGATION aT RIGAPLATVla. 


Wo. (& Riga, 
Subjeet: Visit to Moscow of delegation from the 


Kingdon of the Fejas and Hejéd and its 
Dependencies. 


The Wonoreble 
The Seeretary of State, 
Gashington, DeUe 


Sir: 

I have the honor to report that on Mey 26, 
1932, a delegation from the Kiagdom of Hejaz and 
Nejéd end ite Dependeacsios arrived in oseow. I[t 
was headed by imir Feisel, son of King [ba Setud 
and Minister for Yereign sffeirs and Vieerey of 
the Hejes. With him were Puad-bey Kheleze, or 
Khemzae Assistant Minister for Foreign affeirs; 

Ma jor 





& The Legation is unable to verify the names of 
all of the persons menti: 4, pertisuicriy es 
various Russian pepers give them 4ifferentiy. 
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Major Khelié aleiyubi, Emir Yeieal's adjutent; and 
Seid Shagir Asseman, seoretery to the delegation. 
The Geleretion snes met at the "oliah frontier by 
the Chief of the First Kastern Division of the 
commisserist for Foreign affaires, astVkhov; the 
referent of the Division, “eliekov; end the former 


Vinister te Fejaz, ‘hakimov. 


On Mey 20, L972, in its “o. 147, the i-VuSTIYa, 
in 6 leading article, described the historical rise 
of the kiagdom, ineluding « statement that efter 
having used the arebs against Turkey, ngland hed 
not kept its promise in the treaty of 1915 to Fus- 
sein te create an independent kingdom of :rabdie un- 
Ger him, but divided the country up sith France, 
leaviag Yemen se the only independent portion. 
“But,” seys the [.VinTLYa, “the mighty influenee 
of the Sotober Revolution in "usele elso hed en 
effect on the arabian Yast.” The Arabian people 
undertook to create # netional state b its own ef- 
forts and “usasein vas driven out of tie Eejaz and 
a new state srose, consisting of the Hejaz, wejd, 
and the territories attaebeéd to the veja@. “The 
7oviet Unioa sas the first, and svithout any reser- 
vations, to reoornize the indepenience of the sen 
etete end esteblisned norms] diplomatic reletions 
with it.” Phe Russian peper states that the fact 
of @he existence of a large independent naticasl 
state on the srabien peninsula undoubtedly hes 
great international importense and quotes approv- 

iagly the 
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imgly the statement of the Aome monthly OLTRewsks 
to the effect thet Arable is no longer a Turkieh 
provinee but is now divided iato a aumber of states 
born of the new nationalism developing there, that 
Avebie is e center of internationsl communications 
uniting three continents, and thet it has a grovw- 
ing trede importance. 


The paper gives the following summery of the 
offielal reletions between the ‘ingdomemf the Sov- 


iet Union: 


“Offielel reletions between the Soviet 
Republics end :rabiea were first established 
in 1924 with King Huseein of the Hejaz. sf- 
ter mutuel recognition and the establishment 
of diplometic relatioas, comrade Khakiaov was 
sent to Jedda (the ocspital of the Hejaz) as 
agent and Sensual Cemeral of tiie Vere eRe, and 
Emir Lotfalle errived in Moscow as ‘inister 


of the Vejes. 


"Shortly after this, idm Sa'ud began his 
campaign into the Hejez which led to the sbdi- 
eation end flight ef King Hussein and the es- 
teablishment of [bm Sa'ud’s power over the 
Hejaz at the end of 1925. The soviet Mission stayed 
in Jeédéa during the siege and efter power wes 
taken over by [dan “a'ud the vission was ae- 
eredited to him by a speciel Note of “ebdruary 
18, 1926. [t eas pointed out in thia Note 
thet the Sovernment of the Vaion sonsiders 


itself 


o4- 
iteelf in sermel Giplomatic reletions with the 
Government of Ibu Satud. in ite Hote of reply, 
the Covernmest of the Hejes expresseé complete 
readiness to esteblish with the 0.5.5.2. sueh 
relations es usuelly exist Between friendly 
Pevers. it should de rewarkeé thet the J.5.5.i. 
wes the first Stete te recognize the Jovernment 
of [ba Se’ul. 


“Ima april, 1927, Lom Se'ud reesived the 
title of "King of the Hejes, wejd, and Depend- 
enelies® and in this wey the Sultenate of the 
Wejd wes changed inte « kingdom. This chance 
of neme corresponded with iba Setud’s desire 
‘te empResize the independence of his State. By 
@ Note, dated april 15, 1927, comrade Khekisaov 
informed the Ministry of Foreign affairs of 
the Hejes thet the Cevernment of the .5.5.F. 
hed teken cognisence of the snnouncement of 
the ebange ia neme of the Nejé subBanete to 
a kingéon. 


“CGeurede Tiuryekulev, whe replaced Cena- 
vege Khakimov ia 1928, after heaving received 
the sgreement of the Government of the Hejaz, 
officially informed the Ministry of rorefp af- 
fairs thet the Seviet Diplematie censulate 
General in Jedda had been chengeé to a di plo- 
matic mission. On the 26th of February, 1930, 
the political representative of the U.5.5.R., 
Compade Tiuryekulev, hended his letters ef 
eregense to the Gevernment of the Hejes «cs 

Minister 


ate 
Minister Plenipotentiary end invey ixtreordina- 
ary of the 0.5.8.8. 


"alemg vith the esteblishment end develop- 
meant of diplomatic relations sith the Hejas 
trede releticnas were also begun and later ex- 
tended.” 


A writer, A. Petria, in the ia [80USTALALIZAT~ 
siv® speaks of the imperislistic efforts of the 
great capitelistic povers, especieslly inglend, in 
Ireq, accompanied by pressure on the srabvian states. 
He also mations a traveliag salesman for American 
eapiteal,“ s certain engineer Teitehell, who visited 
the Hejé ia connection with the water supply of that 
regien. 


On ite errivel in Moscow the delegetion was net 
ey Aoting Gommissear for Foreign affairs, Erestinski; 
the assistent Gommisser, Kerekhanj Wember of the 
Cellegium, Stemoniekoev; ssesistent Commisser for 
Militery end evel affaires, Hemenev; other military 
aad Moseow city effielials, tegether with a militery 
escort end the Persian ambassador. The delegation 
was received end enterteined by Kalmin, Presideat 
ef the Central tzecutive Committee, and the other 
weual sociel amenities were extended to it. It 
visited the Red army House and a horseshow, tke 
Coteder Samp, the Militery-svietion academy, the 
AMO autemobile fector, in Moseow before proceeding 


to 
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te Leningrad for June Sré end 4th. After returning 
te Mescow the delegation left for Odense ané Istan- 
wal. The Ghief of the Preteceel] Section of the Gon- 
mieseriat fer Foreign affairs eas te accompany the 
Gelegates to the letter sity. 


The Leningred PRAYDA, Me. 1239, of Tune 3, 10932, 
veporteé that Lesiagreé industry would teke part ia 
the permanent exhibitiors of Russian export goode 
being orgeniseé in Yomon and Hojes ty the ill-Vaica 
Ghember of Gommeree. 


The Moseow DAILY Hi8S, voeekly edition cf June 
&, 1932, conteias an article on the visit of the 
delegation. 
Respestfully youre, 


Feliz Cele 
Ghergé 4°affaires a. i. 
Ie quintaplicate. 
or P Biiw ete 
. « « & ° fer Ceire. 
7iOR 


[a true copy 
| or “he Sle icd | 
| original. 





GOPY FROM THE AMERICAN LIGATION AT RIGAPLATVIA. 


we. 4 (2 
Subjeet: 








Rige, JUN 20 1932 


tier from the 
Bejé and ite 





A et Mig dea —og he | 
ingéen o A. hy. 
Dependeseies. 














Sir: 

I have the homer te report thet on May 26, 
1932, e Gelegation from the Kingdom of Bejasz ané 
Nejad and ite Dependencios arrived in Woscou. It 
wes beaded by gnir son of King [ba Se'ud 
ené Minister for Yoreign Affaire and Viceroy of 
the Hejes. With him were Pued-tey Kheleze, or 
Khense® assistant Minister for Foreign Affeire; 
| a 


























“Tap Taaation Le waable to verity whe canes of 


Sabaniio Bastian ansane abe then 
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Major Khelié aleityubi, Emir Faieal's adjutent; and 
Seid Shagir Asseman, secretary to the édelegetion. 
The Gelegetion ses met et the Polish froatier by 
the Chief of the First Kestern Division of the 
Commisserist for Foreign affairs, Pasttikhov; the 
referent of the Division, Peliekov; sad the former 
Mimieter te Eejes, Khekiaov. 


Om May 20, 1932, in ite Go. 147, the [2VE5TIYVA, 
in @ leaging article, deseribed the historicel rise 
of the kingéom, including a statement that after 
Bbeving uscd the avebse against Turkey, ‘tnglend had 
mot kept ite promise ia the treaty of 1918 te Rus- 
eein te ereate on independent kiagtenm of srabia un- 
Ger him, but divided the sountry up with France, 
leaviag Yemen se the only independent portion. 
"But,” seye the [iViSTIYA, “the mighty influenee 
of the Oetober Revolution in "useia siso hed an 
effect on the Arabica Hast.” The srabien people 
undertook to ecreete s nationsl state bb its oun ef- 
forts and Mussein vas driven out of the Hejaz and 
a new state arose, consisting of the Hejes, wejd, 
and the territories ettacheéd to the Nejad. The 
2eviet Uniea vas the first, and vithout any reser- 
vations, to reeognize the inadepeniencse of the see 
eteate and ectedlisned norms] diplomatic reletions 
with it.” The Russian peper states thet the fact 
of he existence of « large independent sationel 
etete on the Arabian peninsula undoudtedly has 
great internetional impertence and quotes approv- 

ingly the 
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iagly the statement of the Rome monthly OLTREM AL 
te the effect thet Arabia is se lenger « Turkish 
previnee but is aow divided into a aumber of states 
vera: of the new aationslism éevelepiag there, that 
Avabie is «a center of international communicstions 
wmiting three continents, aad thet it hes a grou- 
ing trede importance. 


The paper gives the following summery of the 
effielal reletions between the Kingdom aml the sev- 
iet Waien: 


“Offielel reletions betveen the seviet 
Republics end Arabia were first estadlished 
in 1984 with King Hussein of the Hejes. af- 
ter mutual reeognition and the estadlishment 
of Giplemetic relatious, Comrade Khakiaov was 
sent to Jedda (the esapital of the Hejaz) as 
agent and Censul SCeneral of the U.5.%.R., and 
amir Letfalle erriveé ia Moscow ts VYiaister 
of the Hejas. 


“Shertly efter this, Ibn Sa'ud began his 
eampeign inte the Hejes which led te the sbdi- 
cation ené flight ef King Hussein and the es- 
teblishment of Ibm Satud’s power over the 
Hejes et the end of 1926. The soviet Mission stayed 
im Je@@a durin, th: cieze and efter power was 
taken over by Ida ta'vé the Mission was ee- 
eredited to him by « speeiel Note of February 
15, 1986. It was pointed out in this tote 
that the Government of the Union sonsiéers 

iteelf 


whe 
iteelf in nsermel Giplomatic r<eistions vith the 
Government of [ba Satud. Ia its Bote of reply, 
the Covernment of the Hejes expressed complete 
readiness to estedlich with the 0.5.5.8. sueh 
relations es usuelly exist between friendly 
Pevers. it sheulé de remarked thet the .5.3.4. 
was the first Stete te recognize the Jovernment 
of Iva Se'ud. 


“Ia april, 1987, [on Setud reesived the 
title of ‘King of the Hejes, Hejd, and Depené- 
encies® and in this wey the *ultenste of the 
Beja wee cheaged inate « kingédom. This chance 
ef seme corresponded with [oa Sa*ud’s desire 
to emphesize the independence of his State. By 
a Bete, dated -pril 15, 1987, comrade Khekisaov 
informed the Ministry of Yoreign affairs of 
the Hejes thet the Oevernment of the 7.4.5.7. 
be@ teken coguisenee of the sanouncement of 
the change in name of the fejé subSenete to 
e kingéon. 


"“Gemreéde Tiuryekulev, she repleeed coa- 
rede Khakimew in 10986, efter having rsesived 
the agreement of the Seovernment of the Hejez, 
effieially informed the Wiaistry of rereige sf- 
faire thet the Soviet Diplemetic consulate 
Generel in Jeddea had been changed to a & plo- 
matic mission. On the 26th cf February, 1950, 
the politieal representative of the 0.5.58.%., 
Gomrede Tiuryekulev, hended his letters of 
eredense to the Govermment of the Kejes as 

Minister 


abe 
Minister Plenipotentiary end invey ixtreordia- 
ary of the 0.5.3.8. 


"along with the estedlishment end develop- 
went of diplomatic relations vith the Hejes 
trade relations were also begun end later ex- 
ténded.” 


A @riter, A. Petria, in the ‘a [8DUSTRisLILaT~- 
aiv® speaks of the imperislistic efforts of the 
great capitelistic powers, especislily tnglend, ia 
Ipaq, accompanied by pressure on the sradian states. 
Be aleo me ations % traveling saleeman for imerican 
enpitel," « certain engineer Teitehell, who visited 
the fejé ia conncetion with the water supply of that 
region. 


Om ite errivel ia Moscow the delegetion sas met 
by aéting Sommisser for foreign affeirs, Krestinski; 
the Assietent Goemmiesar, Kerekhanj; Member of the 
Cellegium, Stomoniekov; Assistant Commissar for 
Military ead navel affaires, Bemenev; other military 
end Mesesow city offieials, together with a militery 
esecrt end the Persian Ambassador. The delegation 
wees received ené4 enterteineé by Kalmin, ~resideat 
of the Seatral izeoutive Committee, and the othor 
usual social amenities were extended to it. It 
visited the Red army Fouse an4 a horseshow, the 
October Camp, the Hilitery-ivistion acedemy, the 
4™0 automobile factor, in Voseow before proceeding 


to 
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90) : for Tune Sré ené 4th. After returning 
je Mancow the delegation left for Odesea and istan- 
, eel. The Ghief of the Proteeol Seetien of the con- 
miseeriet for Foreciga Affaire ess to secompany the 
delegates to the latter sity. 


The Lealiagred PuaVDa, So. 129, of June 3, 1932, ot. 


7G 
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reported that Leningrad industry would teke part in 
the permanent exhibitions of sussian export goods 
Deing orgumined ia Yomen and Hejes wy the 1ll-Vaion 
Chamber of Comerese. 


The Moscow DALLY NibS, veokly edities of Tune 
S, 18032, eonteias on article on the visit of the 


éelegation. 
Respoestfully yours, 


Felix cele 
Chargé @*affeires a. i. 


Tm quimtepliecste. 


Seopy to ReleGe, Paris. 
= = eee " for Isteabul 
" fer Caire. 





° ee * & 


TLOR ey 











» 








~ TREATY DIVISION | 


APR 27 "Po 


_DEPAATWENT OF STATE 









APR 231939 


os 


Dear Manley: 

In reply to your request for a copy of the note 
of recognition bf the dovernment of Saudi Arabia which 
you desire to reprint in your case book, I take pleas- 
ure in enclosing a copy of a note of May 2, 1931, 
addressed by the American Ambassador at London, Gharles 4G. 
Dawes, to Sheikh Hafiz Wahba, the diplomatic representa- 
tive at London of the Hejaz and Nejad. 

Please believe me to be, 


Yours very sincerely, 


Francis Golt de Wolf, 
Treaty Division. 


Enclosure: 
Gopy of note. 


Professor Manley 0. Hudson, 
Harvard Law School, 





Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


Nees 
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DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
SEE_____! 783.90f/8  ==s FOR .............. F632 eared calceathoatac 
FROM Egypt (Fish ) DATED _. - y 11, 1956 aan 
TO NAME 1—11297 ope 


REGARDING: freaty of Friendship between Egypt and Saudi Arabia provides 
for Egyptian recognition of Saudi Arabia as a free, fully 
independent and sovereign state. 


Wi 
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DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
re 811.4016/238 oo, a.) en 
FROM _...¥...TurnereEl....- eee ee ee ) DATED A a. ae 0: 7 
TO NAME 1—1127 6Po 


REGARDING: 
Government of Sultan Abdul Aziz Ibn Suad. 


Inquires whether Department recognizes », and writer's 
status as Moorish American Consul. 


lw 
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DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
SEE 890.6363 Standard 0i1 Co./90 fon #7 
FROM Alexandria ¢...Morris ) DATED “Pril 17, 1937 
TO NAME t-41387 ero 


REGARDING: 
Successor to King Ibn Saud. 


Conversation with Lloyd Hamilton of the Standard 011 Company who 


expressed doubt that Emir Saud could take over the reins of 
government from his father. 


Wi 


LvV/\10° 3068 


